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AWF MONTHLY MEETING
Thursday, April 11, 2013 | 7:30 pm

Manzano Mesa Center
Guest Speaker: Marikay Ramsey

Topic: Bats and White Nose Syndrome

This month’s guest speaker will be Marikay Ramsey, a wildlife biologist with the 
Bureau of Land Management. She will talk with us about White Nose Syndrome, a 
disease that has killed millions of bats across the country.

Throughout her career, Marikay has worked 
for multiple government agencies, including 
the Arizona Game and Fish Department and 
U.S. Forest Service. Much of her work has 
focused on making better “on the ground” 
wildlife management decisions in the area of 
oil and gas development, alternative energy 
projects, livestock management, and other ac-
tivities occurring on federal land.  Marikay has 
taken the lead in developing an inter-agency 
alternative energy working group in New 
Mexico, which is identifying and addressing 
impacts to listed and sensitive species from 
both solar and wind generation facilities. 

In her current position, Marikay spends 
countless hours of both her professional 
and personal time promoting wildlife 
conservation and educating various groups 
about bats and White Nose Syndrome. She 
travels the state conducting bat and cave 
surveys and research projects, and she pro-
vides leadership and direction to many fed-
eral and state agency biologists. As a mem-
ber of the New Mexico Bat Working Group, 
she is considered a leading bat biologist in 
New Mexico and she has taken the lead in 
developing the interagency New Mexico 
White Nose Bat Response Plan. 



2013 AWF Project Schedule
mark your calendars!
MARCH 23           

APRIL 19 to 21  
   

MAY 17 to 19  
 

JUNE 14 to 16 

JULY 19 to 21 

AUGUST 16 to 18 

SEPTEMBER 13 to 15 

OCTOBER 19 

Local day project in the Albuquerque Open Space

Cebolla Canyon, SE of  Grants, NM

TBD (possibly the Zuni or Jemez Mountains) 

Red Canyon on east side of  the Manzano Mountains 

Valles Caldera

Valles Caldera

Limestone Canyon in the San Mateo Mountains

Local day project with the Sandia Ranger District

a

JOIN US FOR THE APRIL VOLUNTEER SERVICE PROJECT!
Cebolla Canyon - April 19-21, 2013

LOCATION: Cebolla Canyon in the El Malpais National 
Conservation Area south of Grants, NM.

THE PROJECT: Volunteers will hand-build structures and plant 
native vegetation to restore a wetland area as part of a 
comprehensive ecosystem restoration effort.
 

SCHEDULE: 
Friday, April 19 - Meet at campsite (BLM will be providing 
porta-potties). Dinner on your own.

Saturday, April 20 - Breakfast burritos and coffee/tea 
provided by AWF. Safety talk, project overview, and begin 
work on project. Lunch on your own; potluck dinner with 
burgers provided by AWF. Campfire/socializing.

Sunday, April 21 - Breakfast on your own (leftovers often available). 
Short work day for those who can stay; leave as you need to.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping. For 
the work, don’t forget gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy 
boots, and sunscreen. Warm clothes for the evenings and plenty of 
water are essential.
 

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morn-
ing and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring 
something to share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your 
own lunches, Friday dinner, and Sunday breakfast. AWF will provide 
snacks, ice water, and drink mixes during the work days (please 
bring your own mug or water bottle).
 

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com 
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Thanks to our
Volunteers!

Participants in AWF’s March 
Volunteer Service Project:

Pam Bliss 
Stephen Bohannon
Rodney Connant
Kristina G. Fisher
Dan Ginter & Chris Hannum
Bob Hasbrook
Laurie Marnell
Alia Richardson 
Toby Rosenblatt
Michael Scialdone
Kristin Van Fleet
Peter and Kathy Van Fleet

And thanks to Phil Carter for 
organizing the project!
 

RECAP OF MARCH SERVICE PROJECT
Albuquerque Open Space - March 23

About a dozen AWF volunteers turned out on a blustery day in the 
Albuquerque bosque to wrap newly planted cottonwoods (pro-
tecting them from beaver damage). We also joined the Duke City 
Civitan group in planting about 150 willow poles in a newly cre-
ated willow swale. This will enhance habitat for the endangered 
Southwestern Willow Flycatcher.

One of the highlights of the afternoon came when the group spot-
ted a porcupine high in a cottonwood! Our thanks to everyone 
who participated, and we hope to see you all at Cebolla.



TAOS – The crowd assembled in the Taos Mesa 
Brewing Company on Saturday broke into applause 
and cheers as a curtain was pulled away to reveal 
Río Grande del Norte’s new national monument 
sign.

The sign’s instantly recognizable depiction of the 
Taos Gorge with the river flowing through it repre-
sents nearly a quarter of a million acres of natural 
resources, wildlife, history and scenery between Rio 
Arriba and Taos counties now protected by presi-
dential proclamation.

That proclamation, signed by President Barack 
Obama early last week, signified different things to 
the local, state and federal figures who spoke at the 
unveiling Saturday, however. Several touched on the 
importance of preserving a unique piece of land and 
declared the distinction a victory for conservation 
efforts, ensuring it will be around for generations of 
New Mexicans to enjoy.

Outgoing Interior Secretary Ken Salazar said the 
monument “captured” much of what President 
Obama had wanted him to work on during his 
cabinet tenure, and joined others in emphasizing 
that the monument designation would bring in jobs, 
tourists and outdoor adventurers to the area.

“This is an economic engine for northern New 
Mexico,” Salazar said.

Lawrence Rael, Green Chamber of Commerce 
chairman for New Mexico, said the monument will 
help northern New Mexicans live better and raise 
their families in the area.

“It’s the right business decision,” Rael said.

Rael said he expects news of Río Grande del Norte 
National Monument to entice nature-lovers from 
outside the region, creating demand for hospitality-
based services including restaurants, lodging, tours 
and more.

A recent study by BBC Research & Consulting in Den-
ver estimated the designation could translate into $15 
million in new regional income and 279 new jobs. The 
same study cited other regions that received similar 
status in 2001, and saw visitors increase by 500 percent 
through 2007. Former U.S. Sen. Jeff Bingaman and cur-
rent Sen. Martin Heinrich on Saturday thanked com-
munity support for the monument designation.

“This is a special place and we’re going to put it on the 
map,” Heinrich said.

The region is home to cutthroat trout, river otters, 
eagles and Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep as well as 
elk, deer and coyotes, according to the proclamation. 
U.S. Rep. Ben Ray Luján emphasized the importance of 
slowly taking in the beauty of the area and stressed the 
importance of conservation, so that the monument can 
be passed to future generations “in better shape than 
where we found it.”

— This article appeared on page B1 of the Albuquerque Journal

‘A special place’ for N.M.
By Bill Rodgers, Albuquerque Journal Staff Writer, Sunday, March 31, 2013

Photo by Geraint Smith.
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its

To purchase a shirt, please contact  
abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

A W F  M E M B E R S H I P  A P P L I C A T I O N

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation  |  PO Box 20225  |  Albuquerque, NM 87154
An affiliate of New Mexico Wildlife Federation

  I'd like to belong to AWF ONLY  or      I'd like to belong to AWF + NMWF:  Designate NMWF member(s) _______________________________________

  name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  address_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  city, state, zip________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  phone _____________________________________ email ___________________________________________________________________

  Gift membership from: ________________________________________

    Student [under 18] ------ $10 (AWF membership only)
    Individual ---------------------- $25         Dues $ _____________
    Family---------------------------- $35   Contribution $ _____________
    Sustaining -------------------- $50-$99
    Patron -------------------------  $100  TOTAL ENCLOSED $ _____________
    Lifetime  ----------------------  $500 (One-time payment)

mailto:g.muirhead@usfamily.net
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