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It is highly appropriate that AWF kicked off its 100th an-
niversary season of volunteer restoration service projects 
by spending March 22 working to reduce fire hazards in 
the Rio Grande bosque. 

AWF has long been an advocate for thoughtful steward-
ship of the bosque. In 1918, only four years after its found-
ing, AWF passed a resolution calling for the creation of a 
public park on the banks of the Rio Grande through Al-
buquerque. 

AWF’s position was likely inspired by its founder, Aldo 
Leopold, who wrote: “The average Albuquerquean man, 
woman, or child, is in need of a place within walking dis-
tance of the city where he can enjoy a breath of fresh air 
and a sight of a few trees, a few birds, and a little water...
Just a good trail along the bank and clean woods.”

Leopold and AWF were ahead of their time, and it took 
New Mexico lawmakers a few decades to catch up. In 
1983, the state legislature finally created the 4,300-acre 
Rio Grande Valley State Park, which protects a section of 

bosque stretching from Sandia Pueblo in the north to Is-
leta Pueblo in the south. 

In February 2009, a 53-acre section of the park and an in-
terpretive trail near the Rio Grande Nature Center were 
formally dedicated to Aldo Leopold. AWF organized a 
tree planting to celebrate the occasion.

Yet despite the progress that has been made to protect this 
important and delicate ecosystem, threats remain. Last 
November, AWF’s monthly meeting featured a briefing 
from Michael Jensen of Amigos Bravos on the potential 
wildlife impacts of Mayor Berry’s “Rio Grande Vision” 
plan to develop the bosque. We encourage all our mem-
bers to stay informed and active on this issue, continuing 
AWF’s long and proud legacy of advocating for the protec-
tion of this ecosystem for the wild and human communi-
ties that depend on it.
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APRIL 10, 2014 EDUCATIONAL SPEAKER: Bill Zeedyk

Thursday, April 10, 2014, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House 
1600 5th Street Northwest
(please note that AWF’s monthly meetings have moved!)

Topic: 
Buying Time in Riparian Areas: 
On-the-Ground Adaptation to a Changing Climate

Speaker Bio:
Bill Zeedyk and his wife, Mary Maulsby, 
own a small consulting business special-
izing in riparian and wetland restoration. 
During the past 20 years, Bill has designed 
more than 260 projects throughout the 

Southwest, many of which have been implemented by volunteer groups such 
as Albuquerque Wildlife Federation. Bill has developed many types of struc-
tures, especially hand built types, now commonly used here and abroad to 
halt erosion, increase stream stability and restore wetlands.

Bill retired from the U.S. Forest Service in 1990 with 35 years as a wildlife 
biologist, with service in the Northeast, Southeast and Washington, D.C., be-
fore coming to New Mexico in 1977. In addition to streams and wetlands, Bill 
has had a long term interest in restoration and management of wild turkeys 
and he served on the Board of the National Wild Turkey Federation for nine 
years. Later he wrote a monthly outdoor column for the former magazine, 
“New Mexico Fishing Monthly” addressing conservation issues and  hunting 
and fishing opportunities across the state.

Bill Zeedyk is increasingly concerned about the growing impact of the wors-
ening drought on New Mexico’s environment, fisheries and wildlife resources. 
His talk will address the issue of adaptation to a changing climate and some 
things we might do to improve the resilience of wetland and riparian habitats 
to climate change, longer droughts and more severe floods. Society is likely 
to become more and more dependent on volunteers to meet the challenge. 

Directions to the Meeting House:
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th and Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th 
street exit, then South to Bellamah.
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2014 SERVICE PROJECTS SCHEDULE

March 22.............Day project at Los Padillas Wildlife Sanctuary
April 25-27...........Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM
May 16-18.............Zuni Mountains near Gallup, NM
May 30-June 1......Rio Cebolla in the Jemez Mountains
June 27-29............Glorieta Mesa near Santa Fe, NM
July 25-27.............Valles Caldera I 
August 22-24........Valles Caldera II 
September 26-28...Rio Mora National Wildlife Refuge
October TBD.......Day project in the Sandia Mountains

Save the date for Saturday, July 19, 2014, for the 100th anniversary event!

AWF BOARD 2014
OFFICERS
President – Michael Scialdone
Vice President – Kristina G. Fisher
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt

DIRECTORS
Stephen Bohannon
Kurt Menke
Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Bill Zeedyk

APRIL 2014 SERVICE PROJECT: Cebolla Canyon, April 25-27

LOCATION: Cebolla Canyon in the El Malpais National Conservation 
Area south of Grants, NM.

THE PROJECT: This legacy project will build on work that AWF volun-
teers have completed at this site over the past thirteen years. Our work will 
include hand-building rock structures and planting native vegetation to 
restore a wetland area as part of a comprehensive ecosystem restoration 
effort.
 

SCHEDULE: 
Friday, April 25 - Meet at campsite (the BLM will be providing porta-pot-
ties). Dinner on your own.
Saturday, April 26 - Breakfast burritos and coffee/tea provided by AWF. 
Safety talk, project overview, and begin work on project. Lunch on your 
own; potluck dinner with burgers provided by AWF. Campfire/socializing.
Sunday, April 27 - Breakfast on your own (leftovers often available). Short 
work day for those who can stay; leave as you need to.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping. For the 
work, don’t forget gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and 
sunscreen. Warm clothes for the evenings and plenty of water are essential.
 

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bi-
son or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring something to share 
for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday din-
ner, and Sunday breakfast. AWF will provide water during the work days, 
but please bring your own mug or water bottle.
 

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com 
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RECAP OF MARCH 2014 RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT

AWF began the 2014 Projects Season with a day project at Los Padil-
las Wildlife Sanctuary in the South Valley of Albuquerque. The five-
acre sanctuary is located on the grounds of the Los Padillas Elemen-
tary School, where it provides an opportunity for students to engage 
in hands-on learning about wetlands and wildlife. However, with the 
record drought of the past few years, this unique outdoor classroom 
was at high risk of a catastrophic wildfire.

So AWF volunteers partnered with Los Padillas Elementary School 
staff, parents, and students to cut back overgrowth of invasive species 
like Russian olive, tamarisk, and Siberian elm and to clear flammable 
underbrush away from mature cottonwoods. After the work concluded, 
the group of hard-working volunteers enjoyed a potluck lunch at the 
school, including some delicious kitchari cooked in Hamish Thomp-
son’s solar oven!

Thanks, Volunteers!
Participants in AWF’s March
Volunteer Service Project: 

Phil Carter
Kristina G. Fisher

Laurie Marnell
Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead
Shelley Roberts
Peter Rothfeld

Marilynn Szydlowski
Bob Tilley

Hamish Thompson

  

   See more photos of AWF volunteer restoration service projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Wildlife Rescue of New Mexico Annual Volunteer Training
SATURDAY, APRIL 5 & SATURDAY, APRIL 12, 2014, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
2901 Candelaria NW, Albuquerque, NM
Join Wildlife Rescue of New Mexico for its annual volunteer training. 
More info: http://alibi.com/events/74564/Wildlife-Rescue-of-New-Mexico-Volunteer-Training.html

Adventures with Ed
TUESDAY, APRIL 22, 2014, 5:30-7:00 p.m.
BRADBURY SCIENCE MUSEUM, Los Alamos, NM
Jack Loeffler will speak about his good friend Edward Abbey, outspoken environmentalist and author of Desert 
Solitaire. Admission is free, and no advance registration is required. Presented by the Pajarito Environmental 
Education Center and the New Mexico Humanities Council. 
More information: https://www.z2systems.com/np/clients/peecla/event.jsp?event=2305

Earth Week Events
APRIL 19-27, 2014
For an extensive listing of Earth Week events across New Mexico, check out the Green Fire Times at: 
http://greenfiretimes.com/2014/04/earth-week-event-listings/#.UzuKdK1dWJU

Volunteer Work and Monitoring Weekend at Red Canyon Reserve
MAY 2-4, 2014
QUIVIRA COALITION’S RED CANYON RESERVE, near Socorro, NM
The Red Canyon Reserve is dedicated to land restoration activities and the preservation of wildlife. Volunteers 
will assist with fence checking and repair, cleaning and refilling the wildlife drinkers, and completing with the 
annual land health monitoring.  
More info: http://quiviracoalition.org/Land_Water_Program/2014_Restoration_Workshops/index.html



BLAST FROM THE PAST: HISTORIC MEDIA COVERAGE OF AWF

In preparation for the 100th anniversary celebration this July, AWF’s board has been researching the organiza-
tion’s history. In our searching, we have come across a number of old newspaper articles that document the ac-
tivities of AWF (formerly known as the Albuquerque Game Protective Association) through the years. Below are 
a few highlights of what we’ve found so far, and look for more in future newsletters... 
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Happy Easter! 
The article at left, from the December 2, 1936 edition of the Clo-
vis News Journal, describes AWF’s efforts to establish a hunting 
season for cottontail rabbits. One of AWF’s key concerns from 
the time of its founding was to prevent the over-hunting of spe-
cies that had led to the extinction of the passenger pigeon and the 
near-extinction of bison.

Similarly, the above article from the October 12, 1918 El Paso 
Herald describes AWF’s work to enforce the federal Migratory 
Bird Treaty Law, which was the first species protection law en-
acted in the United States.



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student (under 18) ___
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               T-shirt & Shipping:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

Along with becoming a member, you can support AWF’s 
work by purchasing one of our Valles Caldera commemo-
rative T-shirts, designed by graphic artist and AWF board 
member Stephen Bohannon. It is printed on an organic 
cotton shirt and available in sizes S, M, L, & XL.

Price: $25    Shipping: $5

To order, mail in the form below or email your order to:
abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation has survived and thrived for a full century thanks to the dedication and gen-
erosity of generations of members who responded to the call to contribute. We encourage you to join this proud 
legacy by becoming a contributing member and helping support AWF’s restoration service projects, monthly con-
servation education presentations, and this year’s special 100th anniversary events.

MAKE THE NEXT 100 YEARS POSSIBLE: 
JOIN THE ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION!


