
THE PINE CONE
Official Newsletter of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation

April 2022

Last year, the national nonprofit American Rivers 
named the Upper Pecos River in northern New Mexico 
one of the ten most endangered rivers in the nation. 
Next week, we have a chance to make it a little safer.

The Upper Pecos River Watershed is rich in biodiver-
sity, providing habitat for species including native Rio 
Grande cutthroat trout, endangered Mexican spotted 
owls and northern goshawk, as well as elk, deer, black 
bear, wild turkeys, and mountain lions. The river is 
considered sacred by Pecos, Jemez, and Tesuque pueb-
los, and it sustains a thriving heritage of 55 acequias 
and a network of family farms. It is also a magnet for 
recreation, drawing hikers, campers, anglers, and hunt-
ers who support local businesses and inject millions of 
dollars into the economy.  

The most immediate danger facing the Upper Pecos 
is the proposed hard rock mine that we have written 
about in past newsletters. An old mine that was active 
in the watershed nearly a century ago contaminated the 
river with toxic waste in the early 1990s, highlighting 
the long-term risk that mining poses to this fragile eco-
system. The Pecos also faces growing threats of pollu-
tion from roads and septic systems as human develop-
ment in the area increases.

To protect the Pecos for present and future generations, 
a coalition of groups including the Village of Pecos, 

San Miguel County, the Upper Pecos Watershed Asso-
ciation, and the New Mexico Acequia Association have 
petitioned the state to protect 180 miles of streams in 
the Upper Pecos River Watershed by designating them 
as Outstanding Natural Resource Waters.

This designation would provide the river with the high-
est level of protection under the Clean Water Act. Once 
a river segment has been designated, no additional pol-
lution is permitted in that section of the river, protect-
ing the current water quality into the future.

On Tuesday, April 12 and Wednesday, April 13, the 
New Mexico Water Quality Control Commission will 
conduct hearings on the Outstanding Natural Resource 
Waters petition for the Pecos. New Mexicans can speak 
up in favor of this proposal by testifying at the online 
hearing, signing onto a petition in support of the ef-
fort, or submitting your own written comments.  

For information on how to participate in the hearing, 
click here. (Public comment times are 12:00 and 5:00 
pm on Tuesday, or 9:00 am on Wednesday.) To add 
your name to the petition, click here. Finally, to write 
and submit your own comments, click here.

Let’s finally provide this irreplaceable river with the 
high level of protection it deserves.

The Time Has Come to Protect the Pecos River
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http://abq.nmwildlife.org/uploads/6/7/7/6/6776981/august2019pinecone.pdf
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https://www.env.nm.gov/opf/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2022/03/2022-01-07-WPD-SWQB-WQCC_21_51_R_HearingNotice-20220104-meeting-link-and-SPANISH.pdf
https://www.env.nm.gov/opf/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2022/03/2022-01-07-WPD-SWQB-WQCC_21_51_R_HearingNotice-20220104-meeting-link-and-SPANISH.pdf
https://secure.everyaction.com/WroKFNqzi0KWQH6CMW7pkg2
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Thursday, April 14, 2022, 7:30 pm
Location: Online via Zoom

Topic: Share Space with Wildlife!
The Albuquerque Backyard Wildlife Refuge Program
Our backyards can be a window into our wondrously complex natural 
world, filled with extraordinary interactions and interdependencies. Learn 
all about the ABQ Backyard Refuge Program and how you can build a 
certified backyard refuge. We’ll explore the ways you can support our wild 
neighbors by sharing resources and being responsive to their needs.

Speaker: Laurel Ladwig
Laurel Ladwig is a geographer and lifelong birder who has been teaching about birds and stars in informal 
science education settings for more than three decades. She is on the advisory board for Bernalillo County 
Master Naturalists, co-coordinates Albuquerque’s participation in the City Nature Challenge, and is the ABQ 
Backyard Refuge Program Director for Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge and the Friends of Valle de Oro.

Directions to the Online Meeting
To join this presentation from your computer, click this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82721613533?pwd=VlQzV1pqc2lidDNLc0t0M3RwdmRpdz09

The Meeting ID is: 827 2161 3533
The Passcode is: 072114

To join by phone, dial either of the following numbers:
1-253-215-8782 or 1-346-248-7799

Then enter the Meeting ID: 827 2161 3533

Then enter the Passcode: 072114

APRIL 14, 2022 MEETING: Making Your Backyard a Wildlife Refuge
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https://friendsofvalledeoro.org/abq-backyard-refuge/


LOCATION: The Quivira Coalition’s Red Canyon Reserve, near Socorro

THE PROJECT: This month, AWF is partnering with the Quivira Coali-
tion for a workshop in Red Canyon Reserve, a rangeland property that is 
managed as a land-based laboratory for experimenting with innovative 
restoration techniques designed for an arid environment. We’ll be build-
ing rock restoration structures, helping with land health monitoring, and 
there will be a geology walk and talk on Saturday afternoon.

SCHEDULE: Friday, April 22 – Sunday, April 24
Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate. 
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for 
just one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and resto-
ration work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy 
boots, and sunscreen. We recommend bringing a change of shoes, and 
waterproof boots or boots you don’t mind getting wet. Rain gear, layers, 
warm clothes for the evenings and plenty of water are essential. This is a 
very windy area, so please plan accordingly.
 

FOOD: AWF will provide coffee and breakfast burritos on Saturday 
morning and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a 
dish to share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunch-
es, Friday dinner, Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Email Kristina at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up. 
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2022 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 5 & 6...............Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge
April 1-3......................Ft. Union Ranch
April 22-24..................Red Canyon Ranch
May 20-22....................Ft. Union/Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
June 10-12....................Gutierrez Family Ranch
July 22-24....................Valle Vidal
August 12-14................Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM 
September 2-5..............Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
October 7-9.................Cebolla Canyon
October 28-30.............Rolling Hills Ranch
November 5................Day project at Cedro Creek

APRIL 22-24, 2022 SERVICE PROJECT: Red Canyon Reserve

OPTIONAL BONUS!

The Quivira Coalition has a 
full day of activities planned 
at Red Canyon for Friday, 
April 22, including workshops 
on groundwater, maintain-
ing roads to prevent erosion, 
making water available for 
wildlife, and bat monitoring 
Friday evening. If you would 
like to participate in those Fri-
day activities, please register 
with Quivira: 

https://quiviracoalition.org/
events/april-red-canyon/

https://quiviracoalition.org/events/april-red-canyon/
https://quiviracoalition.org/events/april-red-canyon/
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RECAP OF MARCH 5 & 6, 2022 PROJECT: VALLE DE ORO

     See more photos of AWF’s restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!

In March, AWF kicked off our 2022 project season with two one-day proj-
ects at the Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge in the south valley of 
Albuquerque. We were delighted to have the Jaguars for Positive Change 
from Atrisco Heritage Academy High School join us again this year, and 
along with many old friends we were excited to welcome a number of new 
volunteers to their first AWF project – we hope to see them again as the 
restoration season continues!  

Over the course of the weekend, this hard-working team of volunteers 
planted close to 5,000 stems of coyote willow. We were working in a sec-
tion of the refuge that is designed to widen the bosque habitat, extending it 
across the irrigation ditch. This is especially important because the bosque 
along this section of the Rio Grande is reaching old age, and the large cot-
tonwoods are beginning to senesce and die off. The new plantings will cre-
ate the next generation of this important wildlife habitat.   

Thanks, Volunteers!
Ann Ahlander

Diego Arredondo
Kayla Arredondo

Aparna Banik
Betty Bastai

Kathleen Colleran
Tanya Critchfield

Simon Doane
Roderick Flores

Tera Gambill
Griffin Garnsworth
Mackenzie Glenn

Alan Gross
Jamie Head

Zelica Hemington
Nate Kamm
Alana Lopez
Karla Lucero

Susan Malone
Laurie Marnell
Ann McCartney
Karen Menetrey 

Sharon Miles
Ana Moran

Logan Norton
Angelia Olivas
David Phillips 

Renee Robillard
Toby Rosenblatt

Scial
Marilynn Szydlowski 

Kayla Tapia
Hamish Thomson
Cameron Weber
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RECAP OF APRIL 1-3, 2022 PROJECT: FT. UNION RANCH

     See more photos of AWF’s restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!

It was wonderful to return to Fort Union Ranch for our fourth restoration 
project in Higgins Canyon, which was damaged by heavy wagon travel be-
tween Ft. Union and Mora back when the fort was active in the mid-1800s. 
In partnership with Hermit’s Peak Watershed Alliance, AWF volunteers built 
a series of one-rock dams and baffles to add meanders to the channel and 
gradually raise the streambed. At the top of the section where we worked 
this month, volunteers constructed an impressive series of Zuni bowls and 
descending pools to stop a headcut and protect a section of healthy meadow.

After we finished up work on Saturday, we toured the structures we built 
last year, which are already capturing sediment and flood debris, holding 
water in pools for wildlife, and nurturing vegetation, including grasses, wil-
lows, and cottonwoods. Then we headed back to the Marshall House for a 
potluck and joyful celebration of Bill Zeedyk’s 87th birthday. 

We are grateful to Josh Miner and the rest of the family who manages Ft. 
Union Ranch for welcoming us to this special place! We’ll be back at Ft. 
Union to continue the work next month and we hope you can join us. 

Thanks, Volunteers!
Betty Bastai

Sarah Benjaram
Mark Burdett

Phil Carter
Steven del Favero

Candace Duran
Russ Duran

Armin Caven Elsaesser
Kristina G. Fisher
Roderick Flores

Tera Gambill
Conrad Greaves

Finn Gregor
Patrick Gutierrez

Jamie Head
Jan-Willem Jansens

Louise Jensen
Jess Karan

John M. Lisiecki
Laurie Marnell
Isaac Marriner

Nathaniel Marriner
Jeremiah Martin
Jordan Martinez
Mary Maulsby

Ann McCartney
Ward McCartney

Shantini Ramakrishnan
Toby Rosenblatt

Scial
Marilynn Szydlowski

Jonathan Tanis
Emily Toczek

Cameron Weber
Jared Wood
Bill Zeedyk



ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
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Help Build a House for a Mouse!
APRIL 13, 14 & 16, 9:00 a.m-12:30 p.m.
Bosque del Apache Wildlife Refuge
Help the Fish & Wildife Service with out-planting in the rookery to create new habitat for the New Mexico 
meadow jumping mouse.  Meet at the Bosque del Apache Wildlife Refuge, behind the visitor services build-
ing. Bring close-toed shoes for working in, clothes you don’t mind getting dirty, hat & sunscreen, and water & 
snacks. For more info and to sign up, email Bryden Baker at bryden_baker@fws.gov.

Lower Colonias Acequia Cleaning Project
SATURDAY, APRIL 16, 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
NEW MEXICO WILD
Come learn about and assist in one of the oldest and most important contributions to 
our traditional communities. Acequias are an important part of New Mexico’s past and 
crucial to its future. Volunteers will be assisting with a 400-year-old tradition of cleaning 
an acequia while learning why acequias are an important part of our food system and 
contributors to our environment. Volunteers will help Ralph Vigil and his family main-

tain their traditions of growing food for their community and see how acequias function as extensions of our 
rivers and must be preserved. Meet at Adelo’s Country Store in Pecos at 8:00 am. The store is located on 13 S. 
Main St. in Pecos, NM. For more information and to sign up to participate: 
https://www.nmwild.org/event/lower-colonias-acequia/

Roxy’s Law Takes Effect
APRIL 1, 2022
On the first day of this month, Roxy’s Law went 
into effect, thanks to nearly a decade of advo-
cacy by wildlife and animal protection groups. 

The Wildlife Conservation and Public Safety 
Act, named Roxy’s Law in memory of a dog 
who was killed by a trap on public lands, was 
enacted during the 2021 legislative session. 
It bans most trapping on public lands across 
New Mexico, meaning that nearly 32 million 
acres of public lands, including state-owned 
parcels, national forests, and Bureau of Land 
Management holdings will now be free of leg-
hold traps, strangulation snares, body-crush-
ing traps, and sodium cyanide bombs.

 

   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student  ___________
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


