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On May 21, 2024, New Mexico marks ten years since 
the designation of the Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks 
National Monument by President Barack Obama. 

In this time, the monument site, comprising the iconic 
Organ steeples east of Las Cruces as well as surround-
ing canyon lands and volcanic fields, has seen a tripling 
in visitation, according to an economic report pub-
lished in late 2023. The study, A Decade of Opportunity: 
How the Designation of Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks 
National Monument is Boosting Southern New Mexico’s 
Economy (available at locallascruces.com), was com-
missioned by the Las Cruces Green Chamber of Com-
merce and conducted by BBC Research & Consulting 
of Denver.

While touching on the spending and revenue from in-
creased visitation, the report also addresses the external 
benefits of national monument designation. 

Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks has directly produced 
over 300 tourism-related jobs and has increased Bu-
reau of Land Management activities by six-fold, with 
specific advancement in protection and research on the 
natural areas. It has also raised the profile of South-
ern New Mexico ecosystems, with 73% of non-local 
respondents indicating that the monument was the 

key reason behind their visit. Of course, the increased 
visitation resulting from federal designation always car-
ries the risk of a landscape becoming “over-loved” and 
degraded. These concerns must be taken seriously in 
the second decade of the OMDP National Monument, 
while also celebrating the successes.

A new initiative brewing in southwestern New Mexico 
seeks to recreate these successes. 

As covered in a December 2023 article from New Mex-
ico Political Report, leaders in Deming, Luna County, 
and Ysleta Del Sur Pueblo recently inaugurated efforts 
to designate the Mimbres Peaks National Monument, 
with a proposed 245,000 acres encompassing mountain 
ranges including the Floridas, Cookes, Tres Hermanas, 
and the Good Sight Mountains. With an eye toward 
economic development via outdoor recreation similar 
to what OMDP has achieved in Dona Ana County, 
the boosters of the monument initiative are also vocally 
seeking to preserve the local community’s traditional 
relationship with the landscape. More information is 
available at: protectmimbrespeaks.org.

Speaking personally, as a longtime fan of the wild-
ness and mysteriousness of southwestern New Mex-
ico, I’ll be watching this emerging movement with 
great interest.

Building on the Success of Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monument

Phil Carter
AWF President
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Date:          Thursday, April 11, 2024, 7:30 p.m.

Location:   In Person at the 
                   Albuquerque Friends Meeting House
                   1600 5th Street Northwest

Wolverine: Chasing the Phantom
In November 2023, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service announced its final deci-
sion to list all wolverine populations in the contiguous United States as 
threatened under the Endangered Species Act. Enacted properly, the list-
ing will assist the 21st Century survival of wolverine in the face of climate 
change and human encroachment. To celebrate this significant develop-
ment for these unusual and misunderstood animals, join AWF for a spe-
cial public screening of this classic 2010 episode of PBS’s Nature series.

Directions to the Meeting
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th 
and Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.

APRIL 11, 2024 MOVIE NIGHT: Wolverine: Chasing the Phantom
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2024 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 9.....................Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge

April 12-14.................Wolf Creek, Ft. Union Ranch

May 17-19...................Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge

May 31-June 2.............Rito Peñas Negras

June 21-23...................San Antonio Creek, Jemez Mtns 

July 19-21....................Gallinas Post-Fire Restoration

August 9-11.................Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM 

August 30-Sept 1.........Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns

October 4-6.................Cebolla Canyon, El Malpais

October 26..................Cedro Creek, Tijeras

APRIL 12-14, 2024 SERVICE PROJECT: Ft. Union Ranch

LOCATION: Ft. Union Ranch near Watrous, NM

THE PROJECT: Join us for AWF’s first weekend-long restoration project 
of the season, where we will be partnering with the Hermit’s Peak Water-
shed Alliance to restore the Wolf Creek wetlands. 

SCHEDULE: Friday, April 12 – Sunday, April 14
Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate. 
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for 
just one of the two nights. 

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and resto-
ration work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy 
boots, and sunscreen. We recommend bringing a change of shoes, and 
waterproof boots or boots you don’t mind getting wet. Rain gear, lay-
ers, warm clothes for the evenings and plenty of water are essential. For 
those who have attended this project in the past, please note that the 
Marshall House is currently undergoing renovations and will not be 
available for “indoor camping.” Please plan accordingly.
 

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and 
bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to share 
for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday din-
ner, Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Email Abe at abeaufdermauer@gmail.com 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up. 



RECAP OF MARCH 9, 2024 PROJECT: VALLE DE ORO

On March 9, AWF kicked off our 2024 restoration project season with a day of watering and weeding at the 
Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge in the south valley of Albuquerque. The project was run by Rio Grande 
Return, and we were delighted to partner with groups including Friends of the Valle de Oro, Jaguars for 
Positive Change from Atrisco Heritage Academy High School, Black Student Alliance from Atrico Heritage 
Academy, and Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central New Mexico. 

This large and enthusiastic team of volunteers watered many native plants that had been planted in previous 
years, and removed an enormous pile of nonnative weeds like tumbleweeds. The section of the refuge where 
we were working will soon become an outdoor classroom, and it was gratifying to be a part of the initial 
preparations for this new learning space. The plantings that volunteers watered will extend the habitat of the 
Albuquerque bosque, just outside the refuge boundary, which AWF founder Aldo Leopold first proposed pro-
tecting back in 1918. 
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Click Here to Register for this Workshop

https://forms.gle/yLBWXoGNeEAL4h426


UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
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Rain Garden Clean-Up and Workshop
APRIL 6, 10:00 am-12:00 pm, Franklin Miles Park, Santa Fe
SANTA FE WATERSHED ASSOCIATION
Join the Santa Fe Watershed Association and the City of Santa Fe 
Water Conservation for a free rain garden workshop and clean-up. Learn 
more about these water-collecting structures and how to maintain them. 
Please RSVP at:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44A4AF2DA5FBCE9-48124392-rain#/

2024 BEMP Crawford Symposium: Community Science, 
Education, and Stewardship
MONDAY, APRIL 15, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
UNM Student Union Building, Albuquerque
The Bosque Ecosystem Monitoring Program’s Crawford Symposium is an 
annual conference held in honor of BEMP’s co-founder Dr. Clifford Craw-
ford to celebrate and showcase environmental research by both students 
and professionals along the Middle Rio Grande. For more info: https://bemp.org/crawford-symposium/

Beavers & Beer 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, 6:00-8:00 p.m. Bow & Arrow Brewing Co, Abq. 
Join the New Mexico Beaver Project and the Beaver Institute for an informal 
gathering at Bow & Arrow Brewing Co. in Albuquerque on Wednesday, April 
17th, from 6pm - 8pm. Some great beaver minds from around the country will 
be in town and we couldn’t help but throw a little party. You’ll get to hear about 
how amazing beavers are and why New Mexico should be restoring them. First 
beer’s on us!

Caja del Rio Clean-Up
SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
This year, we rally behind the theme “Invest In Our Planet”, and what better 
way to show your investment than right in your own backyard. For years, the 
Caja del Rio has suffered from illegal dumping, vandalism, and improper use 
from off-highway vehicles that leaves lasting scars on a land so many of us love 
and cherish. By dedicating our time, resources, and energy towards investing 
in our beloved New Mexico lands, we create a path forward towards a more 
sustainable, healthier future. For more info and to sign up: 
https://cajadelrio.org/earthday/

continued on next page...



   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

Earth Day Festival
APRIL 21, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Balloon Fiesta Park, Albuquerque
The Earth Day Festival NM 2024 will be a fun day for the whole family with 
a variety of educational exhibits, demonstrations, and hands-on activities. 
Join us to upcycle art from trash, see induction cooking demonstrations, 
and learn how we work together as a community to lower climate pollu-
tion, adopt clean energy and enjoy healthier lives. The festival will feature 
students’ artistic interpretations with a poetry and art contest, provide 
free home electrification plans, and host booths focused on sustainability. 
For more info and tickets: https://earthdayfestivalnm.com/

Share Your Thoughts on a Proposed Transfer of Bosque Lands to the Valle de Oro Refuge
MEETINGS APRIL 16 & MAY 18 in Albuquerque; SURVEY ONLINE
The NM State Land Office is considering the possibility of transferring a 212-acre parcel  of the Albuquerque 
Bosque to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Should that transfer occur, the land would become part of the 
adjacent Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge. This land is currently leased by the City of Albuquerque’s Open 
Space Division. Members of the public are invited to share their perspective at meetings on April 16 and May 
18, or through an online survey. Meeting info and survey at:
https://www.nmstatelands.org/albuquerque-south-valley-meetings/ 

Red Canyon Ranch Gathering
MAY 2-4, South of Socorro
QUIVIRA COALITION
Be a part of the Red Canyon Reserve journey! Red Canyon is a 320-acre tract of land in the eastern foothills of 
the San Mateo Mountains that was gifted to Quivira Coalition in 2002. We are looking for volunteers to assist in 
maintaining the property including fence repair, tank cleaning, and more. Participants will also get a chance to 
learn about the incredible biodiversity of this special place and how to improve their plant identification skills. 
Volunteer activities will take place on May 2-3, with a plant-identification walk on May 4. For more info and to 
sign up to attend: https://quiviracoalition.org/events/2024-red-canyon/ 

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST continued
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AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student  ___________
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


