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We were honored to have such a terrific turn-out for 
AWF’s 100th birthday celebration at the Valle de Oro Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge on July 19th!

The party kicked off at 3:00 p.m. with an Irish step dance 
organized by longtime AWF volunteer Hamish Thomson 
and information tables from partner organizations in-
cluding Hawk’s Aloft, the New Mexico Wilderness Alli-
ance, the Sierra Club, Defenders of Wildlife, the Quivira 
Coalition, Los Amigos de Valles Caldera, Friends of the 
Valle de Oro, and the U.S. Forest Service. People enjoyed 
horseshoes, disc golf, and other games, as well as a tour 
of the wildlife refuge and bosque. Delicious refreshments 
were provided by Nomad’s Barbeque and PopFizz—along 
with birthday cake from A Cake Odyssey! The entire event 
was powered by Sacred Power’s impressive mobile solar 
generator.

Throughout the afternoon and evening, we enjoyed in-
spiring musical performances from Ann Ahlander as well 
as Brad Bartlett and Estella Moore, who premiered their 
new song “Fierce Green Fire.” Jack Loeffler provided a 
wonderful keynote speech that incorporated the voices 
of Aldo Leopold scholars and descendants, as well as past 
AWF members like Elliot Barker—and the wildlife that is 
at the heart of all we do.

Perhaps the best part of the celebration was the chance 
for the current generation of AWF members to meet and 
reunite with so many past AWF leaders. Former board 
members including Dale Jones, Jose Padilla, Bob Nord-
strom, and Joyce and Cliff Mendel attended, as did Dave 
Weingarten along with four generations of his family. As 
they shared their stories and photos of AWF activities and 
accomplishments, it felt like the past, present, and future 
of AWF had come together for the afternoon, to reconnect 
with a century of conservation history and to reenergize 
ourselves for the next one.
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Celebration of the Century!

There will not be an AWF 
Educational Meeting in August – 
see you in September!

Kristina G. Fish er
AWF Vice-President
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PHOTO ALBUM FROM AWF’S 100TH BIRTHDAY PARTY

See full photo slideshow on our website at: abq.nmwildlife.org!
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2014 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR
March 22.............Day project at Los Padillas Wildlife Sanctuary
April 25-27...........Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM
May 16-18.............Zuni Mountains near Gallup, NM
May 30-June 1......Valles Caldera I
June 27-29............Glorieta Mesa near Santa Fe, NM
July 19.................AWF 100th Birthday Celebration! 
                             Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge, Albuquerque
July 25-27.............Valles Caldera II 
August 22-24........Valles Caldera III 
September 26-28...Rio Mora National Wildlife Refuge
October 18...........Day project in the Sandia Mountains

AWF BOARD 2014
OFFICERS
President – Michael Scialdone
Vice President – Kristina G. Fisher
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt

DIRECTORS
Stephen Bohannon
Kurt Menke
Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Bill Zeedyk

AUGUST 22-24, 2014 SERVICE PROJECT: Valles Caldera

LOCATION: Valles Caldera National Preserve

THE PROJECT: AWF is teaming up with Los Amigos de Valles Caldera 
for a restoration service project focused on several tributaries of San An-
tonio Creek. By transplanting sod tiles dug by hand, we will plug animal-
made ditches that are causing erosion and draining the adjacent wetlands. 
The plugs will raise the water table of the wetland and reestablish sheet flow 
across the meadows. We will also gather stone and build Zuni bowls and 
one-rock dams in several headcuts and eroding banks. 

Children are welcome but no pets are permitted on the Preserve. Tents, 
pickup campers, small RV’s and tent or travel trailers are allowed. We will 
be camping inside the Preserve, and access will be arranged through the 
main gate in the Valle Grande on Highway 4.
 

SCHEDULE: Friday, August 22 - Sunday, August 24

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping. For the 
work, don’t forget gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and 
sunscreen. Warm clothes for the evenings and plenty of water are essential.
 

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bi-
son or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to share for 
the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday dinner, 
Sunday breakfast, and lots of water! 
 

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com or 505-480-2906.  
Directions and details will be sent to you after you sign up.
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RECAP OF JULY 25-27, 2014 RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT

The weekend after our big birthday event, AWF volunteers were de-
lighted to return to the Valles Caldera and once again partner with Los 
Amigos de Valles Caldera on a restoration service project. 

This was our first time working in the Valle Jaramillo in the center of 
the Preserve. Volunteers built several rock structures to address head-
cut erosion and dug sod tiles and used them to plug gullies that were 
draining a slope wetland.  It was gratifying to see that by the end of the 
work day, much more water was pooling and remaining in the wetland 
rather than running off! We look forward to seeing the health of this 
area improve over the coming years.

Thanks, Volunteers!
Participants in AWF’s July 2014 

Valles Caldera Project: 

Dolores Barbaro
Stephen Bohannon

Phil Carter
Lynne Casson
Van Clothier

Rodney Conant
Darlene Crane

Jack Crane
Elliot Conn

Rachel Conn
Silas Conn

Silvia & Jack Davis
Bridget de Saint Phalle

Linda Doherty
Kristina Fisher
Peggy Gautier

Johnelle Gonzales
Ed Lucero
Jim Lunn

Laurie Marnell
Deborah Meier
Sharon Miles

Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead

Dick Powell
Sandy Powell

Peter Rothfeld
Erik Schlenker-Goodrich

David Schmitt
Hamish Thomson

Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet

Buck Wells
Nina Wells

Joann Wylie
Jordan Wylie

and students from the Wildlife 
Disease Association conference!
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UPCOMING EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES OF INTEREST

   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

SKYWARN Weather Spotter Training
THURSDAY, AUGUST 7, 2014, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER (PEEC), Los Alamos, NM
National Weather Service (NWS) weather spotters are the eyes and ears of 
the NWS and provide valuable reports that enable more timely and accu-
rate warnings and statements for many different types of hazardous weath-
er. Learn more and talk with meteorologists from the NWS about becoming 
a volunteer SKYWARN weather spotter. More info: 
https://www.z2systems.com/np/clients/peecla/event.jsp?event=3454

Gila Wilderness Inventory
AUGUST 9-10, 2014
NEW MEXICO WILDERNESS ALLIANCE, Gila Wilderness
This two-day workshop will train participants on how to conduct wilderness inventories in the Gila National 
Forest, as well as how to conduct citizen monitoring in wilderness areas. As a part of the workshop, participants 
will be provided with a detailed handbook in advance and will spend a full day conducting fieldwork in the Gila 
National Forest in order to gain a better understanding of the training.
More info: https://app.etapestry.com/cart/NewMexicoWildernessAlliance/default/item.php?ref=836.0.598801537

Valle de Oro Open House: Amphibians & Reptiles
SATURDAY, AUGUST 16, 2014, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge, Albuquerque
Come out to the Valle de Oro to learn more about herpetology, the study of am-
phibians and reptiles, and go herping, or looking, for these fascinating creatures.
More info: http://www.fws.gov/nwrs/threecolumn.aspx?id=2147550175

Celebrate the New Mexico Wildlife Federation’s Birthday!
SATURDAY, AUGUST 16, 2014, 5:00-9:00 p.m., Albuquerque
The NMWF is holding its 100th Anniversary Banquet on Saturday, August 16th in Albuquerque. Tickets are $25 
and include dinner and dessert, a chance to win door prizes including a $500 gift certificate to Sportsman’s 
Warehouse, exciting silent auction items and special presentations about the life and times of Aldo Leopold. 
More info: http://www.nmwildlife.org/nmwildlife/newsletter/july2014

10th Annual Gila River Festival
SEPTEMBER 18-21, 2014
GILA CONSERVATION COALITION, Silver City
The Gila River Festival attracts an audience of nature lovers and outdoor enthusiasts eager 
to learn about and experience the Gila’s natural wonders. Among other attractions, the fes-
tival features a variety of expert-guided field trips in the Gila National Forest and along the 
Gila River and a keynote talk by author and conservationist Dave Foreman.
More info: http://www.gilaconservation.org/wp/?page_id=1004



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student (under 18) ___
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               T-shirt & Shipping:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

Along with becoming a member, you can support AWF’s 
work by purchasing one of our Valles Caldera commemo-
rative T-shirts, designed by graphic artist and AWF board 
member Stephen Bohannon. It is printed on an organic 
cotton shirt and available in sizes S, M, L, & XL.

Price: $25    Shipping: $5

To order, mail in the form below or email your order to:
abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation has survived and thrived for a full century thanks to the dedication and gen-
erosity of generations of members who responded to the call to contribute. We encourage you to join this proud 
legacy by becoming a contributing member and helping support AWF’s restoration service projects, monthly con-
servation education presentations, and this year’s special 100th anniversary events.

MAKE THE NEXT 100 YEARS POSSIBLE: 
JOIN THE ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION!


