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“Men still live who, in their youth, remember pigeons; trees 
still live that, in their youth, were shaken by a living wind. 
But a few decades hence only the oldest oaks will remember, 
and at long last only the hills will know.”
      -Aldo Leopold, On a Monument to the Pigeon

In the mid-1990s, a new word was coined: “endling,” 
meaning the very last individual of a species.

The word came nearly a century after early conservation-
ists like Aldo Leopold began raising the alarm about how 
human activities were driving species to extinction. Leo-
pold watched Martha, the last passenger pigeon, die in 
captivity the year he founded the Albuquerque Wildlife 
Federation with the motto, “Remember the Buffalo.”

The efforts of Leopold and his allies and followers largely 
succeeded. Wildlife refuges were established, hunting and 
harvesting were limited, and a generation later, the En-
dangered Species Act was enacted. As a result, many spe-
cies that would likely have followed the passenger pigeon 
into extinction are still here for us to enjoy.

One of them is the Mexican gray wolf. This species was 
very nearly reduced to an endling by the time it was listed 
as endangered in 1976 after decades of being exterminat-
ed from the Southwest. Only five wolves were then known 
to be alive – and only one of them was female. 

After being trapped in Mexico, those five wolves became 
the start of a recovery program that has raised the number 
of Mexican gray wolves to 113 in the wild, and another 
250 or so in captivity. For those of us who thrill to hear the 
haunting cry of a wolf pack in the Gila wilderness, these 
animals are a living example of what humankind can ac-
complish when we turn our hands to restoration rather 
than destruction.

Unfortunately, the recovery of struggling species has been 
losing ground in the current political climate. Even as sci-
entists warn that we are in the midst of a mass extinction 
event so stark that they label it “biological annihilation,” 
the U.S. House and Senate are currently hearing bills to 
roll back the Endangered Species Act and make it harder 
to protect species like the Mexican gray wolf.

At the same time, a new draft recovery plan for the Mexi-
can gray wolf has just been released. Among other prob-
lematic elements, the new plan allows state governments 
to control when and whether new wolves are released 
within their borders. New Mexico’s Governor-appointed 
Game Commission has already withdrawn from the re-

The Fierce Green Fire in the Age of Endlings
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Thursday, August 10, 2017, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House 
1600 5th Street Northwest

Topic: Habitat Restoration Along the Rio Grande

Dustin Armstrong will speak with us about some of the restoration projects 
that he has managed in New Mexico for the Bureau of Reclamation, such 
as a collaborative project in the Sevilleta Wildlife Refuge, a wetlands res-
toration project at San Acacia near Socorro, and post-fire efforts to restore 
critical habitat for willow flycatchers along the upper section of Elephant 
Butte Lake. He will also share information about opportunities for volun-
teers to get involved with Bureau of Reclamation restoration projects on 
public lands.

Speaker Bio: Dustin Armstrong

Dustin Armstrong is a Resource Management Specialist with the Bureau of 
Reclamation. He has managed riparian habitat restoration projects along 
the Rio Grande from Velarde to Las Cruces. He is also a small rancher on 
the lands near Cebolla Canyon in the Malpais.

Directions to the Meeting:

The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th and 
Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.

AUGUST 10, 2017 MEETING: Dustin Armstrong
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2017 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

April 1...................Day project at Valle de Oro

April 28-30.............Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM

May 12-14...............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge

July 14-16................Valles Caldera I

August 11-13...........Valles Caldera II 

August 18-20...........Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM

September 8-10.......Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns

October 14.............Day project in the Sandia Mountains

AUGUST 11-13, 2017 SERVICE PROJECT: Valles Caldera

LOCATION: Valles Caldera National Preserve

THE PROJECT: This month, we will be returning to the site where we 
worked last summer, Valle Seco in the beautiful Valles Caldera. We will be 
partnering with Los Amigos de Valles Caldera to continue our work to im-
prove the water quality of Sulphur Creek, a major tributary to San Antonio 
Creek. Our activities will involve building rock restoration structures, and 
we may also dig, move, and place sod to spread water across the landscape. 
Details and directions to the campsite (including the gate code for access 
through Sulphur Creek Road) will be sent to volunteers who RSVP.

Please note that children are welcome but no pets are permitted on the 
Preserve. Campfires are also not allowed inside the Preserve. Tents and 
pickup campers are permitted.

SCHEDULE: Friday, August 11– Sunday, August 13

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping. For the 
work, don’t forget gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and 
sunscreen. Warm clothes for the evenings and plenty of water are essential, 
and be prepared for rain showers.
 

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bi-
son or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to share for 
the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday dinner, 
Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.
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AUGUST 18-20, 2017 SERVICE PROJECT: Midnight Meadows

LOCATION: Midnight Meadows in the Carson National Forest near Ques-
ta, New Mexico.

THE PROJECT: AWF is partnering with our friends at Amigos Bravos on 
this project, as we did last summer. We will continue our work repairing ex-
closures protecting a high meadow stream, planting native vegetation, and 
developing an inventory to identify sites in need of restoration structures. 

SCHEDULE: 
Friday, August 18 - Meet at campsite. Dinner on your own.

Saturday, August 19 - Breakfast burritos and coffee/tea provided by AWF. 
Safety talk, project overview, and begin work on project. Lunch on your 
own; potluck dinner with burgers provided by AWF.

Sunday, August 20 - Breakfast on your own (leftovers often available). Short 
work day for those who can stay until noon; leave as you need to.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping. For the work, 
you’ll want gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and sunscreen. 
We will be high in the mountains, so bring layers and warm clothes.
 

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bi-
son or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to share for 
the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday dinner, 
Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com or 505-480-2906. 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.
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RECAP OF JULY 14-16, 2017 RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT

Thanks to a terrific team effort between AWF, Los Amigos de Valles Cal-
dera, and Defenders of Wildlife—as well as a timely profile of the project in 
the Albuquerque Journal—nearly 50 volunteers turned out for last month’s 
restoration service project in the Valles Caldera!

Although AWF has participated in restoration projects in the Caldera since 
2007, this was our first time working in the Rito de Los Indios section of 
the Preserve. Under the guidance of restoration expert Steve Vrooman, 
volunteers constructed numerous one-rock dams, rock laybacks, and Zuni 
bowls, and also dug a few worm ditches to spread water across the land-
scape. The work we completed will help wetland vegetation thrive, enhanc-
ing wildlife habitat for the many species that call the Valles Caldera home. 
Volunteer hours also count as matching dollars for federal grants that fund 
larger-scale restoration work throughout the Preserve.

After a hard day’s work, everyone enjoyed the traditional potluck dinner 
with an unbeatable view. We look forward to returning to the Valles Cal-
dera again later this month!

Thanks, Volunteers!
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Valle de Oro Community Update
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2017, 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
Mountain View Elementary School
You’re invited to Valle de Oro NWR’s Community Update on August 2nd, 
5:30pm to 7:00pm at the Mountain View Elementary School in the Caf-
eteria (5317 2nd St SW, Albuquerque, NM 87105). This is a great oppor-
tunity to learn about and comment on the refuge’s draft Environmental 
Assessment for Restoration, Activities, and Site Plan (EA) for Valle de Oro NWR while enjoying free dinner and 
kid’s activities. Dinner is provided by Friends of Valle de Oro NWR. Spanish and sign language interpreters will 
be present. More information: https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Valle_de_Oro/Environmental_Assessment.html

The Future of Wilderness: Discussions and Readings
FRIDAY, AUGUST 4, 6–7:30 P.M. • BOOKWORKS, 4022 RIO GRANDE BLVD. NW, ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87107
SATURDAY, AUGUST 5, 6–7:30 P.M • GARCIA STREET BOOKS, 376 GARCIA STREET, SANTA FE, NM 87501 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 6, 2–3:30 P.M • OP. CIT. BOOKS, 124 BENT STREET, TAOS, NM 87571
Authors John Hausdoerffer and Gavin Van Horn, along with award-winning writers Aaron Abeyta and Courtney 
White, will lead discussions on “The Future of Wildness” and read from their new co-edited volume Wildness: 
Relations of People and Place (University of Chicago Press, 2017). Wildness features creative nonfiction essays 
that explore the spectrum of wildness found in wilderness areas, on working landscapes, and in urban com-
munities. Sponsored by the Center for Humans and Nature. For more information: 
http://www.humansandnature.org/wildness

Gila Monsters and Beaded Lizards
SATURDAY, AUGUST 12, 2017, 2:00 p.m.
Cerillos Hills State Park
North and South America’s most legendary lizards! Jerry Tuttle will bring live liz-
ards, share their lore and legend and help you learn about the unique qualities of 
their venom. See these living fossils from the time of T-Rex. For more info: 
http://www.cerrilloshills.org/events/gila-monsters-and-beaded-lizards

Public Lands Day at the Albuquerque Isotopes
SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 2017, 6:00 p.m.
Two great American institutions, public lands and baseball! The Albuquerque Isotopes (the Triple-A minor 
league baseball affiliate of the Colorado Rockies) will be holding a Wilderness/Public Lands Night at Isotopes 
Park on Sunday, August 13. Game begins at 6:05 pm. There is a promotion code, NATURE, that can be used for 
purchasing tickets online at a discounted rate. $14 reserved seats can be purchased for $9 using this code. Go 
to this weblink for purchasing tickets; enter NATURE in the offer code block to unlock the discounted rate.
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   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

https://www1.ticketmaster.com/albuquerque-isotopes-vs-fresno-grizzlies-albuquerque-new-mexico-08-13-2017/event/1E005239B0842531?artistid=859541&majorcatid=10004&minorcatid=10
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Kristina G. Fish er
AWF President

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1:

covery effort and sued to stop any new releases of wolves, 
so the new plan would put an end to the reintroduction of 
wolves in our state. The Interior Department is also fund-
ing a genetic study to challenge whether Mexican gray 
wolves are even a subspecies worthy of protection. 

Living in the age of endlings can feel overwhelming. What 
can we do in the face of biological annihilation? 

Fortunately, we have the example of what Aldo Leopold 
and his compatriots did a century ago, facing their own 
cascade of extinction: act to save the species in our own 
corner of the world, and push for better policies to help 
the others.

So submit a comment in favor of protecting wolves. 
WildEarth Guardians has a citizen letter you can join, and 

MexicanWolves.org has suggestions for individual com-
ments you can submit. And take a few minutes to encour-
age your members of Congress to stand strong against any 
attempts to weaken the Endangered Species Act. Speak up 
on behalf of the wildlife who cannot speak for themselves.

In his memorial to the passenger pigeon, Leopold wrote: 
“For one species to mourn the death of another is a new 
thing under the sun.” Yet our ability to mourn gave him 
cause for hope; we can realize what we are doing and act to 
change it. If we can be as active and dedicated as Leopold 
was, perhaps one day we will not have so much need for 
the term “endling.” 

http://wg.convio.net/site/Survey?SURVEY_ID=9126&ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS&autologin=true
http://mexicanwolves.org/index.php/news/1780/51/ACT-NOW-Submit-Comments-on-the-Mexican-Wolf-Draft-Recovery-Plan
http://mexicanwolves.org/index.php/news/1780/51/ACT-NOW-Submit-Comments-on-the-Mexican-Wolf-Draft-Recovery-Plan
https://secure.defenders.org/site/Advocacy;jsessionid=00000000.app224a?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=3206&s_src=3WDW1709AHXXX&s_subsrc=hero_esa
https://secure.defenders.org/site/Advocacy;jsessionid=00000000.app224a?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=3206&s_src=3WDW1709AHXXX&s_subsrc=hero_esa


AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student (under 18) ___
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               T-shirt & Shipping:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


