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The last few years have been marked by an onslaught 
of assaults against environmental protections, includ-
ing attempts to disestablish national monuments, dis-
mantle the century-old Migratory Bird Treaty Act, and 
destroy wildlife corridors and critical habitat with a 
wall along the southern border.

So it is refreshing to be able to report on a bit of truly 
good news, the bipartisan passage of the Great Ameri-
can Outdoors Act, the most significant environmental 
legislation to make it through Congress in years.

Among other things, the Great American Outdoors 
Act will:
 • Fully and permanently fund the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund with $900 million a year—the 
amount originally intended for the program when it 
was created by Congress in 1964—which will be used 
to acquire new public lands and improve existing ones;
 • Invest $9.5 billion over the next five years toward 
addressing the $20 billion backlog of deferred mainte-
nance projects in our national parks, forests, and wild-
life refuges.

We can expect to see the results of this legislation here 
on the ground in New Mexico, where our national 

parks and monuments need $121 million in mainte-
nance, from repaving trails at Carlsbad Caverns to ren-
ovating the visitor’s center at White Sands. Meanwhile, 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund can be used to 
safeguard special lands for future generations, just as it 
did in the past when it was used to acquire the Valles 
Caldera and the Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge.

It was especially encouraging to see the strong biparti-
san support for these provisions: the Great American 
Outdoors Act passed the House on a vote of 310-107 
and the Senate 73-25. It passed thanks in large part to 
the support of Republican senators like Cory Gardner 
(R-Colorado) and Steve Daines (R-Montana), who face 
tough reelection challenges and want to campaign on 
this issue because it is so popular among the public. 

With any luck, perhaps the Great American Outdoors 
Act might be a first step toward pulling land and water 
conservation out of the mire of partisan politics and 
transforming it back into what it once was: the com-
mon ground on which Americans stand together to 
protect our shared natural heritage. 

Finding Common Ground in The Great American Outdoors Act
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AUGUST 21-23, 2020 RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT: Valle Vidal

IMPORTANT: This project is subject to change or cancellation 
based on state public health restrictions. If you RSVP to attend, we 
will keep you updated about the project status. 

Since our planned project in Midnight Meadows had to be postponed until 
next year,  AWF will be returning to Valle Vidal instead, continuing the 
work we began last month. We are able to do this because our volunteers 
did an excellent job complying with AWF’s Covid-19 safety protocols, 
which will be in place again for this month’s project. 

LOCATION: Valle Vidal in northern New Mexico

THE PROJECT: We will pick up where we left off last month, repairing and 
reconstructing rock structures in the Ring Place Meadow drainage, and we 
will also work on new exclosures to protect the wetlands from cattle.

SCHEDULE: Friday, August 21 – Sunday, August 23
Volunteers are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp 
for just one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring your own face mask or bandana, as well as everything you 
need for a weekend of camping. For the work, don’t forget work gloves, 
hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and sunscreen. We recommend 
bringing a change of shoes, and waterproof boots or boots you don’t mind 
getting wet. Rain gear, warm clothes for the evenings and plenty of water 
are essential.
 

FOOD: As we did at Valle Vidal in July, AWF is planning provide break-
fast burritos on Saturday morning and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday 
evening. This food will be provided to volunteers as single serving portions: 
there will be no potluck or communal food-sharing. Please bring lots of 
water and your own food for Friday and Saturday dinner, Saturday and 
Sunday lunch, and Sunday breakfast. 

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

http://abq.nmwildlife.org/awf-covid-19-safety-protocols.html
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SEPTEMBER 4-6, 2020 RESTORATION PROJECT: Limestone Canyon

IMPORTANT: This project is subject to change or cancellation 
based on state public health restrictions. If you RSVP to attend, we 
will keep you updated about the project status. 

Our annual Limestone Canyon restoration project will follow AWF’s 
Covid-19 safety protocols, so please review them ahead of the project to 
familiarize yourself with all the details. 

LOCATION: Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mountains

THE PROJECT: For over a decade, one of our favorite restoration sites has 
been Limestone Canyon in the San Mateo Mountains, southwest of Mag-
dalena. Our efforts to slow the water and allow it to wet the valley bottom 
have dramatically changed the canyon, and one result has been that a relict 
stand of narrowleaf cottonwood trees sent up new shoots that are turn-
ing into young trees. Our work this year will focus on building more rock 
structures to raise the streambed and continue rewetting the meadows. 

SCHEDULE: Friday, September 4 – Sunday, September 6
Volunteers are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp 
for just one of the two nights. (Since the project is being held over Labor Day weekend, volunteers may camp 
out Sunday night as well.)

GEAR: Bring your own face mask or bandana, as well as everything you need for a weekend of camping. For 
the work, don’t forget work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and sunscreen. We recommend 
bringing a change of shoes, and waterproof boots or boots you don’t mind getting wet. Rain gear, warm clothes 
for the evenings and plenty of water are essential.
 

FOOD: As we did at Valle Vidal in July, AWF is planning provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and 
bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. This food will be provided to volunteers as single serving portions: 
there will be no potluck or communal food-sharing. Please bring lots of water and your own food for Friday 
and Saturday dinner, Saturday and Sunday lunch, and Sunday breakfast. 

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

http://abq.nmwildlife.org/awf-covid-19-safety-protocols.html
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RECAP OF JULY 17-19, 2020 VALLE VIDAL RESTORATION PROJECT

Last month, AWF completed our first socially distant, Covid-safe restora-
tion project at one of our long-time legacy sites in the Valle Vidal. Volun-
teers wore masks and worked in small groups as they repaired and shored 
up many of the rock structures that we built last summer in the Ring 
Place Meadow drainage. As we worked, we could see the water spread-
ing out, feeding more wetland habitat. Meanwhile, another small group 
of volunteers constructed a new exclosure to protect some of the delicate 
wetlands from damage by cattle. 

In the evenings, we were treated to spectacular skies, from illuminated 
stormclouds to a brilliant rainbow to an excellent view of comet Neowise!

Much appreciation to George Long of the Carson Ranger District for 
working with AWF to develop and implement the Covid-19 safety pro-
tocols. Everyone was grateful to be able to resume our restoration work 
and chart a course for how it can continue during this challenging time.

     See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!
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2020 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 7..................Day project at Valle de Oro

July 17-19................Valle Vidal

August 21-23...........Valle Vidal

September 4-6.........Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns

September 18-20.....Wolf Creek, Ft. Union Ranch, NM

October 24.............Day project at Cedro Creek

AWF BOARD 2020
OFFICERS
President – Cameron Weber
Vice President – Braden Belliveau
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS
Phil Carter
Rachel Moore
Toby Rosenblatt
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson
Bob Tilley
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus

AWF’s Wilderness First Aid Course has been rescheduled for November 14, 2020. It is made 
possible by a grant from the PSC Building Community Fund of the Community Founda-
tion of West Texas.

To sign up, email HSC-IMMC@salud.unm.edu. 
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ACTION ALERT & UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Action Alert:
Protect the Upper Pecos River!

Join the Upper Pecos Watershed Association and others 
in petitioning the state of New Mexico to designate 14.1 
miles of the Pecos River and 56.2 miles of its tributaries 
in the Upper Pecos Watershed as Outstanding National 
Resource Waters (ONRWs) under the federal Clean Wa-
ter Act! Click here to read more about this campaign, and 
then sign on in support of the petition.

Click here to add your name to the petition

   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

Restoration Projects on the Lincoln National Forest
SEPTEMBER - DATES TO BE DETERMINED
The Lincoln National Forest is planning to complete restoration projects along three 
streams this fall, starting in early September. They welcome experienced volunteers 
to assist with building one-rock dams, beaver dam analogs, and possibly log step-
downs to stabilize some serious headcuts. If you are interested in participating, 
please contact Pete Haraden at peter.haraden@usda.gov.

Speak for Wolves 2020: Online Conference
AUGUST 14-16
The Speak for Wolves conference offers grassroots activists from across the nation an opportunity to discuss 
ideas for reforming wildlife management. For more info: http://www.speakforwolves.org/program/

Help Identify Border Wildlife Online
SKY ISLAND ALLIANCE
The Sky Island Alliance is tracking wildlife along our southern border, and they need your help! The Border 
Birds Study and Border Mammals Study are both on Zooniverse.org, an online platform that gives experts and 
amateurs alike an opportunity to engage in photo analysis and contribute to a wide variety of research proj-
ects. You do not need to be an expert, as every classification you make will be verified by others. For more info 
and to participate: https://skyislandalliance.org/our-work/wildlife-program/species-identification/

Tree Planting in Albuquerque
SATURDAY, AUGUST 29, 
TREE NEW MEXICO
Tree New Mexico is looking for volunteers to help load and unload trees from trucks, as well as to plant trees. 
Build community by planting trees in parts of the city with under-served populations and low tree canopy:
https://www.centerfornonprofitexcellence.org/volunteer-connection/abq-neighborwoods-tree-planting-oso-grande

https://www.pewtrusts.org/it/research-and-analysis/articles/2020/07/22/in-new-mexico-pecos-river-sustains-communities-traditions-and-wildlife
https://pecoswatershed.org/designating-the-waters-of-the-upper-pecos-watershed-as-outstanding-national-resource-waters-onrw/
https://www.centerfornonprofitexcellence.org/volunteer-connection/abq-neighborwoods-tree-planting-oso-grande


AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student  ___________
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


