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Last month, the state’s Water Quality Control Com-
mission (WQCC) voted unanimously to approve 
new environmental protections for many miles of 
New Mexico rivers in the Jemez and Sangre de Cristo 
Mountains. 

The designation, known as Outstanding Natural Re-
source Waters, provide rivers with the highest level of 
protection under the Clean Water Act. Once a river 
segment has been designated, no additional pollution 
is permitted in that section of the river, protecting the 
current water quality into the future.

The protected waters include more than 125 miles of 
the Rio Grande, Rio Hondo, Lake Fork, East Fork Je-
mez River, San Antonio Creek, and Redondo Creek 
around Valles Caldera. They also include 14.1 miles of 
the Pecos River, 56.2 miles of its named tributaries, 698 
acres of wetlands, and 180.03 miles of ephemeral and 
intermittent drainages of the Pecos River Watershed.

We wrote about this issue in the April 2022 Pine Cone, 
explainng that the effort to protect these waters was led 
by a diverse coalition, including our friends at Amigos 
Bravos, tribal nations, local governments, farmers, ace-
quia parciantes, water conservation groups, commu-
nity members, and outdoor recreationists. 

These groups made the case to the WQCC that these 
rivers, streams, and wetlands deserve protection for 
their deep cultural significance, rich ecological value, 
and important recreational opportunities, as they draw 
local and out-of-state visitors to hike, bike, camp, fish, 
hunt, raft, kayak, and watch birds and other wildlife. 
This outdoor recreation, in turn, supports local busi-
nesses and the state economy.

The coalition didn’t just petition the state for these pro-
tections. They also alerted the public about this oppor-
tunity to safeguard some of the state’s most precious 
rivers, and more than 2,215 New Mexicans added their 
voices in support.

This victory marks the culmination of a two-year effort, 
and is a testament to what can be achieved through 
hard work, coalition-building, and public education 
and outreach. Kudos to all those who did so much to 
get this done: we are all the beneficiaries of your efforts. 

New Mexico Rivers Newly Protected
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Thursday, August 11, 2022, 7:30 pm
Location: Online via Zoom

Topic: Fires, Wildlife Projects, and other updates from 
the Magdalena Ranger District
This month we will hear from Wildlife Biologist David Orozco about 
topics including his work with volunteers to identify and restore struc-
tures built to hold water for wildlife in the San Mateo Mountains, other 
work to improve habitat for wildlife, and the impacts of this season’s 
Bear Trap fire.

Presenter Bio: David Orozco
David Orozco is the District Wildlife Biologist for the Magdalena 
Ranger District of the Cibola National Forest. He holds a B.S. in Ecol-
ogy and Evolutionary Biology, and he was previously based in Oregon 
and California. His past experiences include conducting field surveys 
for desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizii) in the Mojave Desert, and collecting data on rodents in the Carrizo 
Plains, including the giant kangaroo rat (Dipodomys ingens).

Directions to the Online Meeting
To join this presentation from your computer, click this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84033732975?pwd=RWhUTC82ZVhSMnQ1azB2M1VpcG1yZz09

The Meeting ID is: 840 3373 2975
The Passcode is: 072114

To join by phone, dial:
1-669-444-9171

Then enter the Meeting ID: 840 3373 2975

Then enter the Passcode: 072114

AUGUST 11, 2022 MEETING: Update from the Magdalena Ranger District 
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AUGUST 12-14, 2022 SERVICE PROJECT: Midnight Meadows

LOCATION: Midnight Meadows in the Carson National Forest

THE PROJECT: Midnight Meadows is one of the “wetland jewels” that 
our partner group Amigos Bravos has identified as needing special protec-
tions and restoration priority in the Carson National Forest. During this 
year’s project, we will be building log structures to help hold water on the 
landscape and grow wetland vegetation.

SCHEDULE: Friday, August 12 – Sunday, August 14
Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate. 
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for just 
one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and resto-
ration work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy 
boots, and sunscreen. We will be camping at an altitude of over 10,000 feet, 
so bring layers and warm clothes. It’s been an active monsoon season, so 
be prepared for rain and wet weather (we recommend bringing a change of 
shoes, and waterproof boots or boots you don’t mind getting wet). Plenty 
of water is always essential.
 
FOOD: AWF will provide coffee and breakfast burritos on Saturday morn-
ing and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to 
share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday 
dinner, Sunday breakfast, plate, cup, and eating utensils and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Email Kristina at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

2022 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 5 & 6..............Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge
April 1-3.....................Ft. Union Ranch
April 22-24.................Red Canyon Reserve
June 10-12..................Gutierrez Family Ranch
July 22-24...................San Ignacio Post-Fire Response
August 12-14...............Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM 
September 2-5.............Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
TBD..........................Ft. Union/Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
October 7-9.................Rolling Hills Ranch
October 28-30.............Cebolla Canyon
November 5................Day project at Cedro Creek

AWF BOARD 2022
OFFICERS
President – Cameron Weber
Vice President – Phil Carter
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS
Lia Griesser
Rachel Moore
Toby Rosenblatt
Barbara Rosensimon
Paul Ross
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson
Bob Tilley
Mara Yarbrough
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus
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SEPTEMBER 2-5, 2022 SERVICE PROJECT: Limestone Canyon

LOCATION: Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mountains

THE PROJECT: Over Labor Day weekend we’ll be returning to one of 
our favorite restoration sites: Limestone Canyon in the San Mateo Moun-
tains. This project will mark our 16th year of working in Limestone Can-
yon, and it has been gratifying to see how our rock structures have raised 
the streambed and rewetted the meadows, leading a relict stand of nar-
rowleaf cottonwood trees to send up new shoots that are now growing into 
strong young trees. This year we’re pleased to be partnering with New 
Mexico Volunteers for the Outdoors to continue the work of improving 
wildlife habitat in this special place. 

SCHEDULE: Friday, September 2 – Sunday, September 4
Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate. 
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for 
just one of the two nights. You are also welcome to camp an extra night on 
Sunday and spend more of the long weekend at the site.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and resto-
ration work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy 
boots, and sunscreen. We recommend bringing a change of shoes, and wa-
terproof boots or boots you don’t mind getting wet. Rain gear, layers, warm 
clothes for the evenings and plenty of water are essential.
 
FOOD: AWF will provide coffee and breakfast burritos on Saturday morn-
ing and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to 
share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday 
dinner, Sunday breakfast, plate, cup, and eating utensils and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com or 505-480-2906. 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.
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RECAP OF JULY 22-24, 2022 PROJECT: SAN IGNACIO

Last month, AWF had the opportunity to partner with the New Mexico For-
est and Watershed Restoration Institute to assist with post-fire restoration 
work in San Ignacio, NM. The Institute has been organizing a series of 
workshops to teach landowners whose properties burned in the Hermit’s 
Peak-Calf Canyon Fire how to use rock and log structures to mitigate ero-
sion, reduce flooding, and hold soil to help speed the recovery of vegeta-
tion. AWF joined the Institute for a work day on Nathaniel Martinez’s land 
in San Ignacio. The forested slopes burned hot, and ash and soil have al-
ready been flowing down a pair of arroyos into the Sapello River. 

Under the guidance of Bill Zeedyk, AWF volunteers built a Zuni bowl, 
several one-rock dams, and series of rock baffles to add meanders to the 
arroyos, lengthening the distance the water has to travel, slowing it down, 
and nudging it to move side to side instead of cutting down into the chan-
nel. These structures will help create more places for soil to deposit instead 
of washing downstream. The rain arrived as we finished the work day, and 
Hamish stayed to capture photos of the structures in action.  

We are grateful to to New Mexico Forest and Watershed Restoration Insti-
tute staff Shantini Ramakrishnan for organizing the project and Staci Mat-
lock and her family for allowing us to camp on their land in Sapello on 
Friday and Saturday night. We hope to have more opportunities to assist 
with the post-fire recovery in the months ahead.  

Thanks, Volunteers!
Abe Aufdermauer
Jeffery B. Bennett

Kate Brown
Peter Callen 
Phil Carter

Tomek Falkowski
Roderick Flores

Kristina G. Fisher
Caitlyn Grace

Veronica Griego
Lia Griesser

Bethany Jorgensen
Jamie Knutson

Rayyah Knutson
Cathy Lawrie

Jennifer Lindline
Kathryn Mahan
Jeremiah Martin

Shantini Ramakrishnan
Toby Rosenblatt

Barbara Rosensimon
Paul Ross

Scial
Sean Solowiej
Ian Williamson 

Theo Williamson
Leza Wimett

Daryl Woolems

     See more photos of AWF’s restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!
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MORE PHOTOS FROM SAN IGNACIO PROJECT

These photos by AWF board member Hamish Thomson show the response of the structures to the first rainstorm that 
arrived just after we completed them. 

The rock baffles are successfully push-
ing the water from side to side in the 
channel, which broadens the riverbed 
and gives the water more room to me-
ander. Adding meanders slows the wa-
ter down, which decreases its erosive 
power and causes it to drop some of the 
sediment it is carrying. A straight chan-
nel will tend to downcut, but the mean-
ders we added will reduce that  erosion 
and keep some soil and ash out of the 
Sapello River.



ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
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Hermit’s Peak Watershed Alliance Post-Fire Recovery Work Days - 
Volunteers Needed!
SATURDAY, AUGUST 6, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Join the Hermit’s Peak Watershed Alliance in the Gallinas Canyon on Saturday 
August 6 for a full work day of erosion control and seeding/mulching to improve 
land conditions after the fires, with opportunities to camp nearby on Friday and 
Saturday. Sign up with HPWA for updates on future workdays to assist landown-

ers with flood mitigation, soil stabilization and more. Contact Meagen Larson for more information: 
mlarson@hermitspeakwatersheds.org and sign up for updates: https://hermitspeakwatersheds.org/3233-2/

Celebrating the Caja Del Rio’s Culture, Land, Water and Wildlife
FRIDAY, AUGUST 12, from 2:00 p.m.
Join the Caja del Rio Coalition in celebrating the Caja del Rio’s remarkable 
culture, history, land, water and wildlife! There will be free food, drinks and 
music. Free event open to the public. For more info: 
https://www.nmwild.org/event/celebrating-the-caja-del-rios-culture-land-water-and-wildlife/

Biochar and Soil Health in New Mexico
THURSDAY, AUGUST 18, 1:00-2:30 p.m., El Rito, NM
QUIVIRA COALITION
Sanna Sevanto is conducting research on the impact of compost and biochar on plant growth. In addition to 
seeing the way the research is playing out in a controlled greenhouse setting, we’ll also be visiting her field 
plots, which are located underneath solar panels at the NNMC campus in El Rito. Learn how biochar can work 
as a soil amendment in New Mexico. To sign up: https://quiviracoalition.org/events/biochar-and-soil/

Bear Festival
SATURDAY, AUGUST 27
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER
Enjoy a fun day full of booths, games, and resources on living with black bears and other wildlife in northern 
New Mexico. Come learn what we can do to keep both human and bear populations safe. Learn about wildlife 
in our area and managing human-wildlife interactions from local, regional, and state-wide organizations. Plus 
crafts, games, food, a scavenger hunt, and more! For more info: 
https://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=41496

Wild & Scenic Film Festival On Tour
FRIDAY SEPT 16, 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m., Santa Fe, NM
SANTA FE WATERSHED ASSOCIATION
Don’t miss this hybrid event: gather in-person in the brand-new Randall Davey Audu-
bon Center Pavilion in Santa Fe, or join virtually from anywhere. Film sessions will 
include hopeful examples of environmental advocacy and restoration, and promise 
to give practical steps anyone can take for the environment. Hear the new Executive 
Director’s vision for the Santa Fe Watershed. Closer to the event, updates and ticket 
information will be in the SFWA email newsletter ‘Watershedders’ (you can sign up at 
santafewatershed.org), and at: santafewatershed.org/wild-scenic-film-festival-2022



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student  ___________
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


