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Last summer, the South Fork and Salt fires burned 
nearly 25,000 acres of forest in and around Ruidoso. 
The fires killed two people and destroyed over 1,400 
houses and other structures. They also stripped the 
mountainsides bare of trees and other vegetation, leav-
ing nothing to hold the water when the rains arrived.

Serious flooding occurred almost immediately in the 
wake of last year’s fires. On July 20, 2024, the Rio Rui-
doso set a new record of 15.86 feet high; it typically 
runs 2-3 feet high. Around 200 more houses were lost 
in the initial flooding.

This summer, the floods returned with a vengeance. 
On July 8, 2025, 3.5 inches of rain fell on the burn 
scar and raced down into the Rio Ruidoso. The river 
rose 20 feet in 30 minutes, cresting at over 20 feet high. 
Hundreds more homes were lost, and three people 
were killed, including two children. More floods have 
followed over the past several weeks.

New Mexico is just one of many places dealing with re-
cord-shattering floods this summer. As climate change 
accelerates, the air is hotter than it used to be. Hot air 
holds more water, so it evaporates more moisture out of 
forests and increases the risk of wildfire. Hot air holds 
more water, so clouds can carry more moisture and 
drop more as rain, raising the risk of floods.

In the immediate aftermath of the flooding, we need to 
help the members of our community who are most im-
pacted: the Community Foundation of Lincoln Coun-

ty is accepting donations to assist residents, and there 
are other ways to help on page 8 of this newsletter.   

In the longer term, we need to rethink how we inhabit 
this changing landscape. If we give rivers more space by 
keeping human construction out of wide floodplains—
wider than we’re used to—then floodwaters will be able 
to spread out without destroying homes or lives.

We can also increase the resilience of the ecosystems 
that are fraying under the impacts of climate change. 

The work that AWF does, which holds more water 
in the soil and expands wetlands, can help reduce the 
damage caused by fires. It was heartening to visit Lime-
stone Canyon last fall—where AWF has worked since 
2007 and will return later this month—and witness 
how well it had withstood a fire. More trees survived 
on the slopes to hold the rains, and the wet meadows in 
the valley bottom bounced back quickly after the burn. 

Living in this new age of fire and flood can be heart-
wrenching; but if we approach the power and com-
plexity of natural systems with a new degree of respect 
and humility, we can find ways to weather the coming 
storms. 

Adapting to an Age of Fire and Floods

Kristina G. Fish er
AWF Secretary

Inside this Issue:
August Ecological Restoration Projects.........pg 2
Events of Interest...........................................pg 5 
Membership Form.........................................pg 9

https://www.cfolc.org/shelterfund


ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION, EST. 1914   •   THE PINE CONE,  AUGUST 2025

2025 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR
March 15...................Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge
April 11-13.................Higgins Canyon, Ft. Union Ranch
April 26.....................Galisteo Basin
May 16-18...................Turkey Mountains, Ft. Union Ranch
May 30-June 1............ Rito Peñas Negras
June 20-22..................Rio San Antonio, Jemez Mtns
July 11-13....................L Bar Ranch near Laguna
August 15-17...............Midnight Meadows near Questa 
August 29-31...............Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
September 19-21..........Rio Embudo, Dixon
October 3-5.................Cebolla Canyon, El Malpais
October 25..................Cedro Creek, Tijeras

AWF BOARD 2025
OFFICERS
President – Phil Carter
Vice President – Cameron Weber
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS
Abe Aufdermauer
Rod Flores
Finn Gregor
Lia Griesser
Quintin Muhlenkamp
Toby Rosenblatt
Barbara Rosensimon
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson
Bob Tilley
Alexcia Trujillo
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus

AUGUST 15-17, 2025 SERVICE PROJECT: Midnight Meadows

LOCATION: Midnight Meadows in the Carson National Forest

THE PROJECT: Midnight Meadows is one of the “wetland jewels” that 
our partner group Amigos Bravos has identified as needing special protec-
tions and priority for restoration in the Carson National Forest. During this 
year’s project, we will be building structures to help hold water on the land-
scape and grow wetland vegetation. We may also work on fencing.

SCHEDULE: Friday, August 15 – Sunday, August 17
Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate. 
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for just 
one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and resto-
ration work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy 
boots, and sunscreen. We will be camping at an altitude of over 10,000 feet, 
so bring layers and warm clothes. Be prepared for rain showers and wet 
weather. We strongly recommend bringing a change of shoes, and water-
proof boots or boots you don’t mind getting wet, as we will be working in 
creeks and wetlands. Plenty of drinking water is always essential.
 
FOOD: AWF will provide coffee and breakfast burritos on Saturday morn-
ing and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to 
share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday 
dinner, Sunday breakfast, plate, cup, and eating utensils and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Email Kristina at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
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AUGUST 29-31 SERVICE PROJECT: Limestone Canyon

LOCATION: Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mountains

THE PROJECT: Over Labor Day weekend we’ll be returning to one of 
our favorite restoration sites: Limestone Canyon in the San Mateo Moun-
tains. AWF’s has worked in Limestone Canyon for nearly two decades, 
and it has been gratifying to see how our rock structures have raised the 
streambed and rewetted the meadows, leading a relict stand of narrowleaf 
cottonwood trees to send up new shoots that are now growing into strong 
young trees. This year we’re pleased to be partnering with the Amphibian 
and Reptile Conservancy and New Mexico Volunteers for the Outdoors to 
continue the work of improving wildlife habitat in this special place. 

SCHEDULE: Friday, August 29 – Sunday, August 31
Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate. 
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for 
just one of the two nights. You are also welcome to camp an extra night on 
Sunday and spend more of the long weekend at the site.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and resto-
ration work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy 
boots, and sunscreen. We recommend bringing a change of shoes, and wa-
terproof boots or boots you don’t mind getting wet. Rain gear, layers, warm 
clothes for the evenings and plenty of water are essential.
 
FOOD: AWF will provide coffee and breakfast burritos on Saturday morn-
ing and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to 
share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday 
dinner, Sunday breakfast, plate, cup, and eating utensils and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Email Kristina at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION, EST. 1914   •   THE PINE CONE,  AUGUST 2025

Thinking Like Water: A Five-Part Documentary Film Series
NOW AVAILABLE FOR STREAMING AT www.ThinkingLikeWater.com!
Part biography, part how-to, New Mexico’s own “Water Wizard” Bill Zeedyk (and his pro-
teges and allies, including AWF) illustrate a proven toolbox of simple, low-tech, low-cost 
methods to restore degraded lands. They work with nature, rather than against her, to 
mitigate the extremes of drought and flood while fostering climate resiliency. 

AWF is included in Episodes 1 and 5, and featured prominently in Episode 3.

Webinar: the Future of Wildlife Management in New Mexico
THURSDAY, AUGUST 7, 5:30-6:30 p.m., online
NEW MEXICO WILD
Join staff from New Mexico Wild to  learn more about New Mexico’s new law that transforms the Department 
of Game and Fish into the Department of Wildlife and includes many other changes aimed at modernizing the 
agency. Register at: 
https://www.nmwild.org/event/webinar-opportunities-and-challenges-for-the-future-of-wildlife-stewardship-in-new-mexico/

Water Advocates Monthly Speaker Series
THURSDAY, AUGUST 21, 6:30 p.m., online
NEW MEXICO WATER ADVOCATES
Hear from New Mexican watershed advocates about how riparian, wetland and upland forest/landscape res-
toration improve overall watershed function. In our time of increasing aridification, watershed restoration is a 
key element in statewide water management and use. Healthy watersheds are critical not only for clean water 
for human consumption but also provide essential habitat for wildlife by creating a diverse ecosystem. More 
info and to register: https://nmwateradvocates.org/upcoming-events/

SAVE THE DATE!
Restoration Planning and Design Workshop with AWF at Ghost Ranch

November 15
AWF is planning to hold our first-ever workshop to help teach land owners, land 
managers, agency personnel, restoration-focused ecologists/biologists/hydrolo-
gists, and early career land restoration professionals how to create a restora-
tion plan. We will focus on learning to “read the landscape,” identify restoration 
needs, and determine where to build structures (as well as which structures to 
select) to address those needs. The workshop will be at an intermediate level, so 
participants should have a basic working knowledge of different types of restora-
tion structures (Zuni bowls, one-rock dams, media lunas, etc.) and how to build 
them.

Details about cost and lodging options coming soon. Email abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com if you would 
like to receive more information about this event, and please share with others who may be interested.

https://thinkinglikewater.com/
https://www.nmwild.org/event/webinar-opportunities-and-challenges-for-the-future-of-wildlife-stewardship-in-new-mexico/
https://nmwateradvocates.org/upcoming-events/
mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com


Butterfly Celebration
SATURDAY, AUGUST 23
HABITAT FARMS COLLECTIVE, ALBUQUERQUE
Slide show, butterfly ID walks, kids activities. Guest speaker Renee Robillard. Call the ABQ Open Space Visitor 
Center to sign up: (505) 768-4951.

Bear Fest
SATURDAY, AUGUST 23, 10:00-2:00
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER, LOS ALAMOS
Enjoy a fun day full of booths, games, and resources on living with black bears and other wildlife in northern 
New Mexico! More info: https://peecla.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/peecla/event.jsp?event=57319&

Plant Trees with Tree New Mexico
Volunteers plant trees with trained team leaders, so no previous experience is need-
ed. Tree New Mexico provides instructions, tools, maps to the tree planting locations, 
and basic tree planting guidance. At the location, the hole is dug, the tree to be plant-
ed and mulch is nearby, and the resident provides a hose and water.
Please email Mackenzie@treenm.org with any questions or concerns.

Sign up to volunteer at: https://treenm.org/calendar/

Planting schedule:
August 23rd- Montgomery Park neighborhood, Albuquerque
September 6th- South Broadway neighborhood, Albuquerque
September 20th- Supper Rock neighborhood, Albuquerque
October 4th- Las Cruces, NM
October 18th- TBD neighborhood, Albuquerque
October 18th- Las Cruces, NM
November 1st- Silver City, NM
November 8th- Las Cruces, NM
November 15th- Truth or Consequences, NM
November 22nd- Las Cruces, NM
December 6th- Truth or Consequences, NM

Grazing on Challenging Landscapes
SATURDAY, AUGUST 30, 9:00-1:00
BADGER CREEK RANCH, near Salida, Colorado
QUIVIRA COALITION
Badger Creek Ranch is renowned for their success with prescribed grazing in Colorado’s Arkansas River Valley. 
At this workshop, local ranchers Chrissy McFarren (Badger Creek) and Jim Howell (Grasslands LLC), along with 
Dixie Crowe (NRCS rangeland management specialist) will discuss how to navigate the terrain and technical 
challenges of riparian areas in the high-desert to achieve increased soil carbon and soil moisture, healthier 
pasture, healthier animals, and healthier riparian areas. For more info and to register: 
https://quiviracoalition.org/events/badger-creek/

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST continued
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https://peecla.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/peecla/event.jsp?event=57319&
mailto:Mackenzie@treenm.org
https://treenm.org/calendar/
https://quiviracoalition.org/events/badger-creek/
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Red Canyon Fall Gathering
SEPTEMBER 26-28
QUIVIRA COALITION
Camp out with the Quivira Coalition for their fall gathering in Red Canyon Reserve in the eastern foothills of 
the San Mateo Mountains. On Saturday morning, learn how to build Zeedyk rock structures, low-cost, high-
impact conservation practice that increases the hydraulic and ecological sustainability of a dryland area. Red 
Canyon Reserve is home to many Zeedyk structures, some of which were built by Bill Zeedyk himself over the 
years. For more info and to sign up: https://quiviracoalition.org/events/red-canyon-fall25/

A REVERENCE FOR RIVERS:A REVERENCE FOR RIVERS:
LUNA LEOPOLD'S CALL FOR A WATER ETHICLUNA LEOPOLD'S CALL FOR A WATER ETHIC

SIXTHSIXTH
 ANNUAL ANNUAL
LEOPOLDLEOPOLD
 LECTURE LECTURE

Join award-winning environmental writer and journalist Cynthia Barnett as
we explore the ideas of river hydrologist Luna Leopold, who articulated a
“water ethic” for the United States, just as his father gave us the land ethic.

Can New Mexico, Leopold’s native state, help lead the country to a new ethic
for water?

Featuring award-winning author and journalist Cynthia Barnett

Sunday  |  28 September 2025   |   5 PM
Los Poblanos Historic Inn & Lavender Farm

4803 Rio Grande Blvd NW, Los Ranchos De Albuquerque

Limited tickets available at www.leopoldwritingprogram.org/lecture

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST continued

https://quiviracoalition.org/events/red-canyon-fall25/
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AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student  ___________
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold in 1914 
and dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


