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On December 4, 2017, the first Trump administration 
issued a proclamation shrinking the size of Bears Ears 
National Monument by 85% and Grand Staircase-
Escalante National Monument by nearly 47%. Both 
Utah-based monuments had been set aside by Demo-
cratic presidents, and Bears Ears is the first national 
monument co-managed by tribal governments.

In 2021, the Biden administration restored both monu-
ments to their original boundaries.

Then, on July 13 of this year, the second Trump admin-
istration again slashed the size of the two monuments—
this time reducing their boundaries by over 90%. The 
stated goal was to open up more land for extractive de-
velopment.

A similar sequence of events has unfolded with Chaco 
Canyon. In 2023, the Biden administration protected 
federal public lands within a 10-mile buffer zone around 
Chaco Culture National Park, withdrawing them from 
extractive development for 20 years. Last month, the 
Department of the Interior released a new Environmen-
tal Assessment that proposes to either repeal the protec-
tions entirely or cut the buffer zone in half, to a five-mile 
radius. The public was given just 14 days to weigh in on 
this proposal. 

Conservation groups like New Mexico Wild are rais-
ing alarms that similar rollbacks may be coming for 
other protected public lands in New Mexico, such as 

Organ Mountains Desert Peaks National Monument, 
Rio Grande del Norte National Monument, and Kasha-
Katuwe Tent Rocks National Monument.

While this whiplash between enacting protections and 
stripping them off again can feel disorienting and dis-
couraging, the public has a power that goes beyond the 
government’s official proclamations.

A year ago, massive public pushback forced Congress 
to remove a provision from the federal budget bill that 
would have sold off millions of acres of our public lands. 

Then, this past June, when the Trump administration 
auctioned off oil and gas leases in the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge (ANWR), almost no one bid on them. 
Just two companies participated, claiming only 10% of 
the land that was put up for auction. All of the big in-
ternational oil companies stayed away, realizing it wasn’t 
worth the reputational damage to their brands—and 
possible boycotts from consumers—for the chance to 
drill for oil in ANWR.

Enough public opposition can turn back the bulldozers, 
at least some of the time. We can learn from the exam-
ple of the tribal nations who have tenaciously defended 
Bears Ears and other sacred homelands for generations. 
They certainly aren’t giving up on them now, and nei-
ther should the rest of us.

Resisting the Whiplash of Federal Land Protections
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Date:          Thursday, August 13, 2026, 7:30 p.m.

Location:   Albuquerque Friends Meeting House
                   1600 5th Street Northwest

Topic: The New Mexico Backyard Wildlife Refuge Program
Our backyards can be a window into our wondrously complex natural 
world, filled with extraordinary interactions and interdependencies. Learn 
all about the New Mexico Backyard Refuge Program and how you can 
build a certified backyard refuge that contributes to a mosaic of connect-
ed habitat in our area. We’ll explore the ways you can support our wild 
neighbors by sharing resources and being responsive to their needs.

Speaker: Laurel Ladwig
Laurel is a geographer who studies our relationship with the more-than-
human world—all the species in the community of life on Earth. In ad-
dition to running the Backyard Refuge Program for Ciudad Soil & Water 
Conservation District and the Friends of Valle de Oro National Wildlife 
Refuge, she is on the advisory board for the Bernalillo County Open Space 
Master Naturalists and co-coordinates Albuquerque’s participation in the 
world-wide City Nature Challenge each year. She is enthusiastic about all 
community science projects that encourage people to develop a relation-
ship with our wild neighbors.

Directions to the Meeting
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th 
and Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.

AUGUST 13, 2026 MEETING: Making Your Backyard a Wildlife Refuge
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AUGUST 14-16, 2026 PROJECT: Manuelitas Watershed

LOCATION: Manuelitas Watershed, near Las Vegas, NM
 
THE PROJECT: Join AWF for a restoration project at a new site in the 
Manuelitas Creek watershed! The work will involve constructing rock and 
log structures in an ephemeral stream to address erosion and increase me-
andering to improve watershed health. We will be working within walking 
distance of the camping and kitchen site. This project is part of a collabora-
tion with New Mexico Forest & Watershed Research Institute and High-
lands University for geomorphology research. 

SCHEDULE: Friday, August 14 – Sunday, August 16
Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate. 
You are welcome to join us just for the main work day Saturday, or camp 
for just one of the two nights. 

ACCESS: The final 2 miles of the road into the project site are rocky and 
may be inadvisable for low-clearance passenger vehicles. AWF and High-
lands University are providing a shuttle for those who wish to park near 
the entrance to the ranch and get a ride for the final stretch. The shuttle will 
be available on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, although the hours may be 
limited. Please indicate in your RSVP if you wish to use the shuttle and 
we will coordinate the service with you.

DOGS: Dogs are not permitted at this project, at the request of the 
landowner.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and res-
toration work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, stur-
dy boots, and sunscreen. We recommend bringing a change of shoes and 
boots you don’t mind getting muddy. Rain gear, layers, warm clothes for 
the evenings and plenty of water are essential.
 

FOOD: AWF will provide veggie breakfast burritos and coffee/tea on Sat-
urday morning and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. When 
you RSVP, please let us know if you’d like a bison or veggie burger. 
Please bring a dish to share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with 
your own lunches, Friday dinner, Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Email Finn at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com  
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up. 

mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
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SEPTEMBER 4-6, 2026 SERVICE PROJECT: Limestone Canyon

LOCATION: Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mountains

THE PROJECT: Over Labor Day weekend, we’re pleased to be partner-
ing once again with New Mexico Volunteers for the Outdoors to continue 
building rock and log structures to improve wildlife habitat in one of our 
favorite spots: Limestone Canyon in the San Mateo Mountains. AWF’s res-
toration work over the last 19 years has raised the streambed, rewetted the 
meadows, and led an aging stand of narrowleaf cottonwoods to send up 
new shoots and begin growing a new generation of trees.

SCHEDULE: Friday, September 4 – Sunday, September 6
Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate. 
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for 
just one of the two nights. You are also welcome to camp an extra night on 
Sunday and spend more of the long weekend at the site.

DOGS: Dogs are permitted at this project, with the understanding that their 
owners are responsible for keeping them under control and out of the camp 
kitchen area, and avoiding conflicts with people and other dogs.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and resto-
ration work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy 
boots, and sunscreen. Rain gear, layers, warm clothes for the evenings and 
plenty of water are essential.
 
FOOD: AWF will provide veggie breakfast burritos and coffee/tea on Sat-
urday morning and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. When 
you RSVP, please let us know if you’d like a bison or veggie burger. 
Please bring a dish to share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with 
your own lunches, Friday dinner, Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Email Finn at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

2026 RESTORATION PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 7......................Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge
March 21.....................Rio Puerco, Cuba
April 10-12..................Wolf Creek, Ft. Union Ranch
April 18.......................Cedro Creek, Tijeras
May 15-17....................Red Canyon Reserve, San Mateo Mtns
June 19-21....................Rito Cafe, Jemez Mountains
July 10-12.....................Polvadera Creek, Jemez Mountains
August 14-16................Manuelitas Creek, near Las Vegas 
September 4-6..............Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
October 2-4..................Cebolla Canyon, El Malpais
October 23-25..............Rio Embudo, Dixon
November 7..................Cedro Creek, Tijeras

AWF BOARD 2026
OFFICERS
President – Phil Carter
Vice President – Cameron Weber
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS
Abe Aufdermauer
Rod Flores
Finn Gregor
Lia Griesser
Toby Rosenblatt
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson
Bob Tilley
Alexcia Trujillo
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus

mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
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RECAP OF JULY 10-12, 2026 PROJECT: POLVADERA CREEK

Last month, AWF once again partnered with Rio Grande Return to build 
Beaver Dam Analogs (BDAs) at a new site, this time on the east side of 
the Jemez. We camped in a wide meadow edged by cottonwood trees, and 
worked about a mile upstream along Polvadera Creek, nestled in a stunning 
stretch of forest framed by red and white volcanic cliffs. 

Polvdera Creek provides important habitat for Rio Grande cutthroat trout, 
but the water quality has been negatively impacted by fires that increased 
the amount of sediment flowing into the creek. An enthusiastic crew of 
AWF volunteers constructed several sizable BDAs to slow the water, re-wet 
meadows, and capture sediment. Special thanks are due to our four sawyers, 
who headed up to the worksite early on Saturday in order to cut plenty of 
material for us to build with! Hopefully our work will help fish, beavers, and 
other wildlife thrive in this system, and improve water quality for everyone 
downstream. 

Thanks, Volunteers!
Abe Aufdermauer
Lyle Aufdermauer
George Bachand

Betty Bastai
Phil Carter

Christina Chaney
Natty Chaney

Paul Cheng
Steve del Favero
Kristina G. Fisher

Erin Gaddis
Archie Garrett 

Finn Gregor
Enock Irakoze

Yvette Johnson-Rodgers
Adrienne Rosenberg

Jennifer Leon
Laurie Marnell

Jacob McDaniel
Sharon Miles

Toby Rosenblatt
Scial

Steve Shoup
Hamish Thomson
Sophia Thompson

Alexcia Trujillo
Cameron Weber



UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
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Chama’s Annual Stewardship Event at Canjilon Lakes
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Join the Community of Chama, the Continental Divide Trail Coalition (CDTC), New Mexico Wild, and the Mul-
ticultural Alliance for a Safe Environment (MASE) for a day of stewardship and learning at the annual Canjilon 
Lakes event! We’ll meet at 10am at the lower lake for a brief orientation, then spend the morning cleaning up 
trash across all three lakes, followed by a BBQ or cold luncheon provided by CDTC. After lunch, we’ll shift focus 
to a presentation and Q&A on protecting the Carson National Forest from mining impacts.
For more info: https://nmwild.org/event/chamas-annual-stewardship-event-at-canjilon-lakes/

The Southwest Native Plant Primer: A Talk and Book Signing with Jack Dash
TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Santa Fe
The Santa Fe chapter f the Native Plant Society of New Mexico and the Santa Fe Botanical Garden present an 
engaging evening with Jack Dash, co-author of The Southwest Native Plant Primer. This talk will explore how 
gardeners at any skill level can make informed, regionally appropriate plant choices that support biodiversity 
and respond to the realities of a warming, water-limited climate. For more info and to purchase tickets: 
https://visitsfbg.org/event/the-southwest-native-plant-primer-a-talk-and-book-signing-with-jack-dash/

Summer Pollinator Festival at Bosque del Apache
SATURDAY, AUGUST 15, 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
FRIENDS OF BOSQUE DEL APACHE
Enjoy tours of the Pollinator Habitat Enhancement Project, Nature Journaling, New Mexico Bumblebee Atlas 
training and more! Some classes require registration and others are open to all. For more info: 
https://friendsofbosquedelapache.org/spf/

Midnight Meadows Wetland Restoration
FRIDAY, AUGUST 21-SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, near Questa, NM
AMIGOS BRAVOS
Join Amigos Bravos for their annual restoration project at restore Midnight 
Meadows, a major subalpine meadow in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. 

Volunteers will build restoration structures that reduce erosion, improve groundwater recharge, and support 
healthier, carbon-rich soils. All experience levels are welcome. Camp out for the full weekend or join the proj-
ect for the day on Saturday, August 22. For more info and to sign up:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd19HApTsIq-OLwRLjY9RFvv3yBpM9PBouueJKWye3GKKpQuQ/viewform

Black Canyon Invasive Bull Thistle Removal Project
FRIDAY, AUGUST 21-SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, Gila National Forest 
NEW MEXICO WILD
Join New Mexico Wild Wilderness Rangers and Heart of the Gila to treat invasive plants in Black Canyon, a gor-
geous mixed-conifer canyon bordering the Aldo Leopold Wilderness! With lots of opportunities for recreation 
nearby, this area is home to native trout streams and other ecologically important habitat and is the subject 
of many restoration efforts following multiple fires. We will focus our project on bull thistle and other invasive 
plants, treating infestations through hand pulling, digging, and lopping using tools when working with thistle.
For more info: https://nmwild.org/event/black-canyon-invasive-bull-thistle-removal-project/

   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

https://nmwild.org/event/chamas-annual-stewardship-event-at-canjilon-lakes/
https://visitsfbg.org/event/the-southwest-native-plant-primer-a-talk-and-book-signing-with-jack-dash/
https://friendsofbosquedelapache.org/spf/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd19HApTsIq-OLwRLjY9RFvv3yBpM9PBouueJKWye3GKKpQuQ/viewform
https://nmwild.org/event/black-canyon-invasive-bull-thistle-removal-project/


ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION, EST. 1914   •   THE PINE CONE,  AUGUST 2026



ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION, EST. 1914   •   THE PINE CONE,  AUGUST 2026

News release from the New Mexico Department of Finance and Administration:

New Mexicans will soon have more places to hike, fish, hunt and explore, as the state makes $37 million avail-
able to expand public lands. 

Beginning July 28, 2026, the Department of Finance and Administration (DFA) will accept proposals for proj-
ects that create, expand, or restore public lands. Each project must involve a willing seller of land or an interest 
in land, such as a conservation easement, for public use and natural resource protection. 

“Every acre of public land we protect or create today is for future generations of New Mexicans,” said Gov-
ernor Lujan Grisham. “This investment ensures our families continue to have places to hike, camp, fish, and 
connect with the land we all call home.” 

“This unique funding gives communities a meaningful opportunity to expand access to public lands and pro-
tect the natural resources that make New Mexico special,” said DFA Sec. Wayne Propst. “We’re looking for 
proposals that will make a lasting difference.” 

To qualify, projects must: 
•	 Involve a willing seller 
•	 Protect or restore natural resources or ecosystems 
•	 Provide for public access 

Every project must name a state, local or Tribal government entity that will receive the land and take on long-
term management responsibilities. Funding cannot be used for recurring costs, and projects that expand New 
Mexico’s total public land will be prioritized over those focused on restoring land that’s already public. 

Full evaluation criteria and submission instructions can be found on the DFA’s website at this link.

Applications are due by 5 p.m. MDT on August 21, 2026. DFA will notify selected recipients this fall.

$37 million available to expand, restore New Mexico’s public lands  

https://www.nmdfa.state.nm.us/infrastructure-planning-and-development-division/solicitation-of-applications-for-public-land-projects/


AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student  ___________
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold in 1914 
and dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


