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HAPPY 99TH BIRTHDAY, AWF!
This month marks the 99th anniversary of the founding of the Albuquerque Wildlife 
Federation, which held its first organizational meeting on July 21, 1914. The orga-
nization, originally named the Albuquerque Game and Fish Protective Association, 
was founded by Aldo Leopold, who was a leading voice in the development of mod-
ern wildlife management practices and the wilderness system in the United States. 

We are proud to be continuing Leopold’s legacy nearly a century later with AWF’s 
monthly educational programs and hands-on restoration service projects. 

Next year we look forward to celebrating AWF’s 100th birthday, and the board is 
beginning to plan some special events to mark the occasion. We encourage you to 
send us your ideas and help us plan a memorable year!

ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION
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abq.nmwildlife.org

-Kristina

NO MONTHLY MEETING IN JULY
This month, we observe AWF’s long-standing tradition of foregoing a 
July meeting, wish everyone a happy Fourth of July, and encourage you 
to sign up to participate in our July project at Valles Caldera the week-
end of July 19-21! Details can be found on the following page of this 
newsletter and on AWF’s website at: abq.nmwildlife.org

“Like winds and 

sunsets, wild 

things were taken 

for granted until 

progress began 

to do away with 

them. Now we 

face the question 

whether a still 

higher ‘standard of 

living’ is worth its 

cost in things 

natural, wild and 

free. For us of 

the minority, the 

opportunity to 

see geese is more 

important than 

television.” 

       -Aldo Leopold



JULY VOLUNTEER SERVICE PROJECT:
Valles Caldera, July 19-21, 2013 (hopefully!)

As we have for the past several years, AWF is planning to team up 
with Los Amigos de Valles Caldera for two projects in the Valles 
Caldera National Preserve, one in July and one in August. 

Our focus will be on restoring wetland areas by by planting wil-
low cuttings along a section of Jaramillo Creek. When established, 
willows not only reduce stream bank erosion, they also shade the 
stream which cools the water and improves fish habitat.  Jaramillo 
Creek is a major tributary to the East Fork of the Jemez River.  The 
wetlands have been severely impacted by past grazing practices 
and the intense logging that occurred in the drainage. The large 
fires that swept through the area two years ago (and again this 
summer) are also having major impacts on the ecosystem and pro-
vide us with some unique restoration opportunities.

The work will involve using small hand augers and bars to make 
holes in wet terraces along the creek and planting willow cuttings.  We may also be building some rock struc-
tures and placing posts and stringing woven wire fencing to build exclosures to protect the willows from over-
grazing by elk.

Children are welcome but no pets are permitted on the Preserve. Tents, pickup campers, small RV’s and 
tent or travel trailers are allowed. We will be camping in the Preserve, probably in the San Antonio Cabin area.  
Access will be arranged through the main gate in the Valle Grande on Highway 4.

Please note that, as of this writing, the Valles Caldera remains closed due to fire and flash flood danger. We 
are hoping that the summer monsoons will bring enough moisture to permit the Caldera to open for us again 
by mid-July, so if you are interested in participating in this project, please sign up and we will keep you posted 
on the latest developments. Even if we are not able to work in the Valles Caldera this month, we may have a 
back-up project that volunteers can participate in, and we are optimistic that conditions will be favorable for 
our August project. 

TO SIGN UP: 
Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com 
Directions, details, and updates 
will be sent to you after you sign up 



RECAP OF JUNE SERVICE PROJECTS
Glorieta Mesa - June 15 & 29, 2013

Thanks to our
volunteers!

Participants in AWF’s June
Volunteer Service Projects: 

Stephen Bohannon
Peter Callen
Phil Carter

Bonnie Dodge
Kristina G. Fisher

Bob Hasbrook
Kim MacCallum

Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead
Toby Rosenblatt

Michael Scialdone
Catherine Semrod
Marilyn Szydlowski
Hamish Thompson
Kristen Van Fleet 

Thanks to Brad Holian, Gary 
Bates, and Jan-Willem Jansens 

for oganizing this project.

In June, AWF volunteers spent two Saturdays partnering with Brad Holi-
an, who owns a large section of land on Glorieta Mesa adjacent to Pecos 
National Historical Park. Holian placed the land under a conservation 
easement to protect it from future development and he is now working 
with Jan-Willem Jansens and Gary Bates to restore overgrazed grass-
lands and overgrown forests. 

AWF volunteers hand-built a number of Zuni bowls, one-rock dams, and 
other structures designed to repair erosion caused by a poorly designed 
road, increase water infiltration, and improve habitat for wildlife. It was 
great fun working in such a beautiful area and contributing to the long-
term health of this landscape!

  

   Check out more photos of this and other AWF volunteer service projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org



2013 AWF Project Schedule
mark your calendars!
MARCH 23           

APRIL 19 to 21  
   

MAY 17 to 19  
 

JUNE 15 & JUNE 29

JULY 19 to 21 

AUGUST 16 to 18 

SEPTEMBER 13 to 15 

OCTOBER 19 

Local day project in the Albuquerque Open Space

Cebolla Canyon, SE of  Grants, NM

Zuni Mountains

Glorieta Mesa 

Valles Caldera

Valles Caldera

Limestone Canyon in the San Mateo Mountains

Local day project with the Sandia Ranger District

a
a
a
a

AWF’s Board 
OFFICERS

President – Michael Scialdone
Vice President – Kristina Gray Fisher

Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt

DIRECTORS
Stephen Bohannon

Larry Dwyer
Dennis Muirhead

Kurt Nolte
Luke Shelby
Bob Tilley
Bill Zeedyk

UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
July Programs at Cerrillos Hills State Park
Park programs are free with a day use pass of $5 per vehicle, an 
Amigos park pass or an Annual Day Use State Parks pass. There is 
no charge for Visitor Center programs, but donations are accepted.
More info: http://www.cerrilloshills.org/events/

SUNDAY, JULY 14, 2013, 3:00 p.m.
COYOTE AMERICA
Author and University of Montana Professor Dan Flores will speak 
about the history of coyotes in the Americas.
Meet at the Park Visitor Center (37 Main St. Cerrillos, NM).

SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2013, 3:00 p.m.
RAPTORS OF NEW MEXICO
Peggy McCormick of Wildlife Rescue Inc. of New Mexico delivers this entertaining 
program. Peggy will be joined by a raven, Harris hawk and an owl.
Meet at the Park Visitor Center (37 Main St. Cerrillos, NM).

FRIDAY, JULY 26, 2013, 8:30 p.m.
STAR PARTY
Explore the night sky above Cerrillos! See the green laser tour of bright stars and 
constellations followed by close-up views of star clusters, nebulae, galaxies and 
Saturn through telescopes.
Meet at the park entrance, which is 1/2 mile north of Cerrillos village on County 
Rd 59. Cost is $5 per vehicle, exact change cash or check.

SUNDAY, JULY 28, 2013, 3:00 p.m.
HEROS AND VILLAINS OF WESTERN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY
Weber State University professor Sara Dant presents this offbeat look at note-
worthy and notorious figures in the environmental movement.
Meet at the Park Visitor Center (37 Main St. Cerrillos, NM).



The New Mexico State Game Commission voted 
unanimously in May to oppose a bill that would 
transfer management of a popular national preserve 
in the Jemez Mountains to the National Park Ser-
vice. But the item was not officially on the agenda 
for the public meeting and was added toward the 
end of the meeting in an emergency move.

The bill, approved as amended by a U.S. Senate 
committee on Tuesday, would shift management of 
the 88,900-acre Valles Caldera National Preserve 
from a presidentially appointed trust to the park 
service. The legislation, Senate Bill 285, moves next 
to the full Senate for a vote.

State game commissioners and the state Game and 
Fish Department’s director, Jim Lane, believe if the 
National Park Service takes over management of the 
preserve, it will reduce hunting and fishing oppor-
tunities. Some national sportsmen groups appear to 
agree with them.

“It is our belief that the general public’s perception 
of national parks is one of preservation and unen-
cumbered public use and enjoyment,” Lane wrote 
to U.S. Sen. Tom Udall, D-N.M., lead sponsor of the 
bill. “This will undoubtedly lead to ever increasing 
public pressure to minimize and ultimately elimi-
nate sport hunting in favor of public use and enjoy-
ment.”

But local communities and state-level sportsmen 
groups approve of transferring the preserve’s man-
agement to the National Park Service.

“I’m very comfortable with the bill language,” said 
Garrett VeneKlasen, the Southwest regional director 
for Trout Unlimited, who calls himself an avid big-
game hunter. “It would mandate by law that hunting 
is allowed in perpetuity.”

A little history

In 2000, Congress approved the purchase of the 
Valles Caldera National Preserve in the mountains 
west of Los Alamos.

The land had been a privately owned ranch for more 
than a century. Graced with large, verdant valleys 

inside a collapsed volcanic caldera, it has spectacular 
trout fishing streams and perhaps the finest elk herd in 
the state.

The preserve is managed under current federal law 
by the Valles Caldera Trust. The Trust’s mandate was 
in part to provide increased opportunities for public 
access, including hunting and fishing, and become 
financially self-sustaining by 2015.

The trust can ask Congress for a few extra years to 
reach its mandate, but otherwise it can be dismantled. 
If that happened, management of the preserve would 
go directly to the U.S. Forest Service under current law.

The State Game Commission and Lane prefer that 
if the trust is dissolved, the U.S. Forest Service take 
over management. “The department has tradition-
ally worked hand in hand with the Forest Service on 
wildlife management that’s beneficial to sportsmen and 
wildlife,” said State Game Commissioner Bill Montoya. 
“Our primary concern is management of wildlife.”

VeneKlasen says the Forest Service doesn’t have the 
funds to properly manage the preserve. “They are hor-
ribly underfunded,” he said. “This is a really special, 
iconic place that needs as much funding and careful 
management as possible.”

By 2009, after years of controversy over how the pre-
serve was managed, people began discussing disman-
tling the trust and transferring management to one 
of the federal agencies. Then-Sen. Jeff Bingaman and 

Conflict builds over proposal to shift Valles Caldera management
By Staci Matlock, The Santa Fe New Mexican, Wednesday, June 19, 2013



Udall asked for studies in 2010 and met with a broad 
range of stakeholders, including the state Department 
of Game and Fish. Both New Mexico senators decided 
the National Park Service was the best agency to take 
over management of the preserve and still meet its 
original mandate.

The senators introduced legislation in 2011 and 2012 
to transfer management of the preserve to the National 
Park Service. February was the third time Udall has 
introduced the bill, this time with backing from newly 
elected Sen. Martin Heinrich, D-N.M.

An amendment approved Tuesday by the Senate com-
mittee says the U.S. Interior Department secretary 
“shall permit hunting, fishing and trapping on land and 
water within the preserve.” The amendment says the 
department can close the preserve for limited times to 
hunting, fishing and trapping after consulting with the 
state Department of Game and Fish.

But Lane said opposing missions and legislative re-
strictions between the park service and the state have 
caused problems in the past concerning hunting. “The 
Department is extremely concerned that the transfer 
of the property to the NPS will result in increasing 
conflict over management authority, a poorly managed 
elk population, lost hunting opportunity and increased 
conflicts with adjacent landowners,” he wrote Udall.

Udall has said the Valles Caldera has some of the best 
hunting and fishing in the state. “The current model 
for the Valles Caldera is not sustainable and must be 
changed,” Udall spokeswoman Jennifer Talhelm said. 
“We’re proud that the legislation, which is the product 
of many years of work, has strong support from the lo-
cal communities, sportsmen, and businesses across the 
state.”

Heinrich, a hunter who once received a license to hunt 
elk in the preserve, said he believes the bill strengthens 
and increases hunting and fishing opportunities for 
sportsmen.

A rush to vote

Lane told commissioners at the May 23 meeting in Ro-
swell that he had just found out the bill was headed for 
the congressional committee hearing and there hadn’t 
been time to add it to the published agenda. The com-
mission’s next meeting is in August.

The commissioners consulted with attorneys and 
invoked an emergency exception to the Open 
Meetings Act. The act requires agendas to be 
publicly posted at least 24 hours in advance. Public 
commissions are only supposed to vote on items 
on the agenda unless there is an emergency, which 
refers to “unforeseen circumstances that if not ad-
dressed immediately by the public body, will likely 
result in injury or damage to persons or property or 
substantial financial loss.”

The commission then voted unanimously to oppose 
the Udall/Heinrich legislation.

They could have chosen under the law instead to 
convene a special public meeting or to recess and 
announce a continuation of the May 23 meeting to 
discuss the Valles Caldera issue after public notice.

Kent Salazar, chairman of the Valles Caldera Trust 
board, said his group did not know the bill was 
going to be discussed by the State Game Commis-
sion. “If it had been on the agenda, we would have 
been there. I was very displeased with how this was 
handled,” Salazar said. “If they had asked us, we 
would have answered openly and honestly about 
what we knew about the bill.”

Salazar, a hunter and member of the New Mexico 
Wildlife Federation, which supports the Udall-
Heinrich bill, said it is “not an anti-hunting thing.” 
He said 61 national parks and preserves currently 
allow sport hunting.

State Game Commission Chairman Scott Bidegain 
had no comment regarding the Valles Caldera 
legislation or what occurred at the meeting, but 
has directed that the bill be added to the Aug. 22 
agenda for public discussion.

Three other State Game Commissioners did not 
immediately respond to requests for comment.

Learn more and get involved!
You can track Senate Bill 285 at: 
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/s285 

Read the latest “State of the Preserve” report at: 
http://www.vallescaldera.gov/about/trust/docs/
trust_SOP13-03-20.pdf



AWF Membership Application

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student (under 18) ___
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               T-shirt & Shipping:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

AWF’s Valles Caldera T-shirt was designed by Stephen 
Bohannon, the graphic artist and AWF board member 
who designed our popular Valle Vidal shirt a few years 
ago. It is printed on an organic cotton shirt and available 
in sizes S, M, L, & XL.

Price: $25    Shipping: $5

To order, mail in the form below or email your order to:
abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

JOIN AWF!
Become a part of this unique all-volunteer organization dedicated to the protection 

and restoration of New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat!
If you enjoy attending AWF’s monthly meetings or weekend service projects, we hope you’ll help us make 
them possible by becoming a member! And if you’re already a member, please consider buying an AWF-
exclusive Valles Caldera T-shirt for yourself or as a gift for a friend or family member. 


