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In January 2021, AWF wrote to the Biden adminis-
tration to urge the demolition and environmental re-
mediation of the border wall that the Trump admin-
istration had erected, cutting off migration paths for 
species from Mexican gray wolves to jaguars, ocelots, 
and javelina.

In the past two years, wall-building has slowed, al-
though it has unfortunately continued in some places, 
and there has been no movement toward removing the 
existing walls and scars from the landscape or provid-
ing corridors to allow species to move.

The past few months brought another concerning de-
velopment. Next door in Arizona, the outgoing Re-
publican Governor Doug Ducey began illegally filling 
in gaps in the wall with stacks of shipping containers. 
After the U.S. Forest Service and the Bureau of Recla-
mation ordered Governor Ducey to remove the con-
tainers, he sued the agencies and continued building 
his wall. 

The Sky Island Alliance reports: “It’s like a scene from 
‘Mad Max.’ Heavy equipment and trucks continue to 
tear through the landscape, as we observed recently 
while checking our Border Wildlife Study cameras. 
The makeshift wall of doubly stacked containers has 
expanded to 1.5 miles in length into the San Rafael 

Valley — a mile of it topped with razor wire. All this is 
less than a mile from the national scenic Arizona Trail 
and within critical habitat for endangered jaguars.”

The hopeful news is that, in last month’s election, 
Arizona voters narrowly elected their first Democratic 
governor since 2009. Incoming governor Katie Hobbs 
has the opportunity to halt this ecological tragedy and 
restore the borderlands – as we continue to hope that 
the Biden administration will do with the rest of the 
wall. 

The forces that are working to sever wildlife corridors, 
destroy habitat, and accelerate the extinction of species 
are operating on many levels, and so must we. Every 
election matters, and advocacy is necessary at with our 
elected representatives at the state, local, and federal 
levels to try to transform the current draconian border 
policy into one that is humane both for people and for 
all the other species who inhabit these lands.

Our work isn’t over after one election, or one big pub-
lic advocacy push. We must be relentless in pursuit of 
what species and ecosystems need to survive. So rest up 
over the holidays, and then recommit to the work of 
restoration in the new year ahead.

We Still Need to Fight the Wall
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DECEMBER 8, 2022: Annual Members Meeting, Potluck, & Board Election

We’ll be back at the Friends Meeting House for this 
year’s holiday potluck! 
Please join us for the festivities and help elect the 
AWF board for 2023.

Date: Thursday, December 8, 2022, 6:30 p.m.

Location: Albuquerque Friends Meeting House 
1600 5th Street Northwest
We are excited to finally be returning to the Friends Meeting House for our 
annual members meeting and holiday potluck! Please bring a dish to share, 
and come help us celebrate a successful year of restoration projects and 
educational presentations.

All dues-paying AWF members are eligible to vote for and serve on our 
all-volunteer board. If you are interested in helping organize AWF’s volun-
teer restoration projects and recruiting speakers for our meetings, we hope 
you’ll consider running for the board! 

Feel free to email us at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com if you have any 
questions about serving on the board.

Directions to the Meeting:
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th and 
Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.

Time to renew your AWF membership!
Annual memberships expire in December, so please renew yours today! 
You may pay at the meeting, fill out and mail in the form on the last 
page of this newsletter, or renew online at abq.nmwildlife.org 
Your dues pay for restoration tools and supplies and make it possible for 
AWF to provide snacks at meetings and meals at projects. Thank you! 

AWF BOARD 2022
OFFICERS
President – Cameron Weber
Vice President – Phil Carter
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS
Lia Griesser
Toby Rosenblatt
Barbara Rosensimon
Paul Ross
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson
Bob Tilley
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus
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RECAP OF NOVEMBER 5, 2022 PROJECT: BOSQUE CLEAN-UP

For our final project of the 2022 season, AWF teamed up with Albuquerque Open Space and Jaguars for Positive 
Change (JPC), a high school community service club at Atrisco Heritage Academy High School that we have part-
nered with for many years on projects at the Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge. This joint project celebrated 10 
years of JPC organizing student community service projects, and 39 students participated, along with 6 teachers and 
26 adult volunteers.

After a presentation on the history of the Atrisco Land Grant, which once included the area we worked in, and an 
overview of the invasive species we were targeting, the volunteers got to work removing litter and weeds and cut-
ting back and digging out Ravenna Grass. Volunteers carefully removed seeds from the grasses to help keep them 
from spreading. AWF provided coffee, bagels and pastries for breakfast, and students from the culinary arts program 
catered a lunch. 

It was around a century ago that AWF’s founder Aldo Leopold helped lead the effort to protect the Albuquerque 
Bosque as a natural open space, and we are proud to continue that legacy by helping keep it as healthy as possible. 
The bosque clean-up was a great way to close out a very full and productive season of restoration projects, and we 
hope to see you all again next spring when the 2023 projects begin!
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2022 ACTIVITIES REPORT

Ecological Restoration Service Projects
March 5 & 6, 2022 – Tree-planting at Valle de Oro 
Wildlife Refuge

April 1-3, 2022 – Riparian Restoration at Ft. Union 
Ranch

April 22-24, 2022 – Riparian restoration at the Qui-
vira Coalition’s Red Canyon Reserve

June 10-12, 2022 – Riparian restoration at Gutierrez 
Family Ranch

July 22-24, 2022 – Post-fire response in San Ignacio

August 12-14, 2022 – Riparian restoration at Ft. 
Union Ranch

September 2-5, 2022 – Riparian restoration in Lime-
stone Canyon, San Mateo Mountains near Magdalena

September 9-11, 2022 – Post-fire response in Gal-
linas Canyon

September 23-25, 2022 – Wetland restoration at 
Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM

October 7-9, 2022 – Riparian restoration at Cebolla 
Canyon in El Malpais

October 28-30, 2022 – Riparian restoration at Roll-
ing Hills Ranch near Anton Chico

November 5, 2022 – Clean-up and invasive vegeta-
tion removal in the Albuquerque Bosque 

Educational Presentations & Meetings
(all online via zoom)

February 10, 2022 – “Watershed Restoration in 
the Santa Fe National Forest,” Micah Kiesow, Soil 
& Watershed Program Manager and Burned Area 
Emergency Response (BAER) Coordinator for the 
Santa Fe National Forest

April 14, 2022 – “Share Space with Wildlife! The 
Albuquerque Backyard Wildlife Refuge Program,” 
Laurel Ladwig, ABQ Backyard Refuge Program Di-
rector for Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge

August 11, 2022 – “Fires, Wildlife Projects, and 
other updates from the Magdalena Ranger District,” 
U.S. Forest Service Wildlife Biologist David Orozco 

October 13, 2022 – “Vegetation Treatment Mapping 
and Post Fire Response: GIS projects at the New 
Mexico Forest & Watershed Restoration Institute,” 
Patti Dappen, GIS Program Manager at NMFWRI

Advocacy & Outreach
March 4, 2022 – Signed onto comments opposing 
Air Force overflights in the Gila Wilderness

November 1, 2022 – Submitted letter in support of 
Luna Community College’s proposal to launch a pro-
gram to train students in ecological restoration 
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AWF friend Richard Rubin has published a new book with his wife Annette, 
titled Living the Leopolds’ Mi Casita Ecology, and he kindly provided us with 
a copy. 

The book delves into Aldo and Estella Leopold’s legacy in Tres Piedras, New 
Mexico, exploring many aspects of the natural and human history of the area, 
as well as the specific history of the Leopolds’ cabin, Mi Casita. One chapter 
describes the “organic library” in Mi Casita, which began with a donation of 
books by the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation in 2012 and has grown to a 
large collection through subsequent donations. 

Richard writes that he has recently helped organize the Friends of Mi Casita 
volunteer group, which has worked to repair and replace parts of the cabin, in-
cluding the porch, chimney, and roof. A fund to support the work has been set 
up at the Taos Community Foundation, and proceeds from the sale of Living 
the Leopolds’ Mi Casita Ecology go to the Friends fund (direct donations can 
also be made at: https://taoscf.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create/fund?funit_id=2716)

The book can be purchased directly from the Taos publisher, Nighthawk Press, 
at http://nighthawkpress.com/titles/living-leopolds-mi-casita-ecology/ 
or wherever you buy your books.

BOOK REVIEW

AWF board members donating a copy of Bill 
Zeedyk’s book, Let the Water Do the Work, to 
the Mi Casita Library, September 2019



UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
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December Moon Viewing Party at Los Luceros
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER
Walk the grounds of Los Luceros Historic Site under sparkling holiday lights and view the full moon with PEEC 
volunteer astrophysicist Galen Gisler. The full moon viewing will begin at 5:30 and throughout the event until 
7:30 PM. All are welcome! December’s full moon, which is sometimes referred to as the “Cold Moon”, has a 
high trajectory in the sky, which means that it will be above the horizon for longer than most full moons. For 
more info: https://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=44707

Working with Fire & Flood-Impacted Communities: Effective Responses and Resources to 
Meet Future Challenges
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 8:30-10:00 a.m., online
NM COALITION TO ENHANCE WORKING LANDS
After a season of major fires and flooding, communities across New 
Mexico need support in rebuilding structures, soils, waterways, and 
more. While there are many resources out there, navigating the sys-
tems to access that support can feel nearly impossible. The New 
Mexico Coalition to Enhance Working Lands has partnered with Co-
alitions and Collaboratives, Inc. for an After the Flames webinar to provide resources, information sharing, and 
capacity building to address post-wildfire recovery efforts. We’ll address questions like how can communities 
work together to prepare for ongoing fire risk? How is fire recovery and planning work funded? This webinar is 
geared toward nonprofits, agencies, and conservation districts to support each other in establishing high func-
tioning networks to support our communities. For more info: https://quiviracoalition.org/events/fire-flood/ 

Annual Christmas Bird Count
DECEMBER 14, 2022-JANUARY 5, 2023
AUDUBON NEW MEXICO, Statewide
As participants in the Audubon Christmas Bird Count, you can be one of more than 70,000 
counters at more than 2,300 locations stretching from the Arctic Circle to the tip of South 
America. Since 1900, the Christmas Bird Count has provided scientists with critical data 
about bird populations in the Americas. For more information: 
https://nm.audubon.org/conservation/audubon-new-mexicos-christmas-bird-count
https://www.audubon.org/conservation/join-christmas-bird-count

   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student  ___________
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


