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As you consider making resolutions for the year ahead, 
we hope that one of them will be to come out and join 
a volunteer ecological restoration project with AWF in 
2025.

AWF has persisted through more than a century of his-
tory, through two world wars; the blossoming of the 
environmental movement and the backlash to it; and a 
shift from a focus on sustainable hunting, fishing, and 
game management to a wider lens of ecosystem restora-
tion and resilience. This organization has survived and 
thrived because its members have built a deeply rooted 
community. Generation after generation, AWF mem-
bers have come together to do meaningful work that 
inspires them to keep going, building even deeper con-
nections with one another and with the land – which, 
as our founder Aldo Leopold wrote, is part of the com-
munity to which we belong. 

Building community, learning practical skills in water-
shed restoration, and experiencing the awe and satisfac-
tion of making real, visible improvements in the health 
of the land we all love: these are things that serve our 
volunteers well, through good times and bad. Those of 
us who know how fun and fulfilling these projects can 
be are excited to welcome you to our community. We 
hope you’ll join us for a day or a weekend and find out 
for yourself what it’s all about.

If you’re intrigued and would like to learn more, I en-
courage you to out the stories from past volunteers (as 
well as the photos of what we have accomplished!) in 
AWF’s book, Restoring the Community to Which we Be-
long, which is available on our website. We also highly 
recommend Renea Roberts’ inspiring Thinking Like 
Water film series, which is now available for streaming! 
(See more details on page 4.)

AWF’s board members are already reaching out to 
landowners and land management agencies about 
adding some exciting new locations to the list of legacy 
sites that we return to year after year. We will be final-
izing our 2025 project schedule next month, and we 
will share those project dates and locations in the Feb-
ruary newsletter. In the meantime, we hope to see you 
at AWF’s annual holiday potluck dinner and members 
meeting, coming up on Thursday, December 12 at the 
Friends Meeting House in Albuquerque. 

Resolve to Join an AWF Restoration Project in 2025
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DECEMBER 12, 2024: Annual Members Meeting, Potluck, & Board Election

Join us for our annual holiday potluck to celebrate 
another successful year of restoring our public lands! 

Date:         Thursday, December 12, 2024, 6:30 p.m.

Location:  Albuquerque Friends Meeting House 
                  1600 5th Street Northwest
 
We are looking forward to seeing everyone at AWF’s annual members 
meeting and holiday potluck! Please bring a dish to share, and come help 
us celebrate a successful year of restoration projects, educational presenta-
tions, and advocacy.

The annual members meeting is also when we elect our board for the 
coming year. All dues-paying AWF members are eligible to vote for and 
serve on our all-volunteer board. If you are interested in helping organize 
AWF’s volunteer restoration projects and recruiting speakers for our meet-
ings, we hope you’ll consider running for the board! 

Feel free to email us at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com if you have any 
questions about serving on the board.

Directions to the Meeting:
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th and 
Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.

Time to renew your AWF membership!
Annual memberships expire in December, so please renew yours today! 
You may pay at the meeting, fill out and mail in the form on the last 
page of this newsletter, or renew online at abq.nmwildlife.org 
Your dues pay for restoration tools and supplies and make it possible for 
AWF to provide snacks at meetings and meals at projects. Thank you! 

AWF BOARD 2024
OFFICERS
President – Phil Carter
Vice President – Cameron Weber
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS
Abe Aufdermauer
Rod Flores
Lia Griesser
Toby Rosenblatt
Barbara Rosensimon
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson
Bob Tilley
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus

mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
https://abq.nmwildlife.org/membership.html
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2024 ACTIVITIES REPORT

Ecological Restoration Service Projects
March 9, 2024 – Weeding and watering at the Valle 
de Oro National Wildlife Refuge

April 12-14, 2024 – Riparian restoration at Ft. Union 
Ranch, Turkey Mountains, with Hermit’s Peak Wa-
tershed Alliance

May 17-19, 2024 – Arroyo restoration at Rio Mora 
National Wildlife Refuge

May 31-June 2, 2024 – Building Beaver Dam Ana-
logs on Rito Peñas Negras, Jemez Mountains, with 
Rio Grande Return

June 21-23, 2024 – Building Beaver Dam Analogs 
on San Antonio Creek, Jemez Mountains, with Rio 
Grande Return

August 9-11, 2024 – Wetland restoration at Midnight 
Meadows, Carson National Forest

August 30-September 1, 2024 – Riparian restoration 
in Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mountains, with 
NM Volunteers for the Outdoors

September 21, 2024 – Erosion control in the Gali-
steo Basin, with Ecotone Landscape Planning

October 4-6, 2024 – Wetland restoration at Cebolla 
Canyon, El Malpais

October 26, 2024 – Riparian restoration on Cedro 
Creek, near Tijeras

Educational Presentations & Meetings
February 8, 2024 – “Soil Health and the Circular 
Economy,” Eva Stricker, Quivira Coalition

April 11, 2024 – “Wolverine: Chasing the Phantom” 
AWF movie night

June 13, 2024 – “Chronic Wasting Disease in New 
Mexico,” Dr. Elin Crockett, State Wildlife Veterinarian

October 10, 2024 – “Tick Persistence in New Mexico 
Prairie Dog Towns,” Kaniya Sandoval, Rio Grande 
Return

Advocacy & Outreach
January 2024 – Joined the New Mexico Beaver 
Project

September-October 2024 – Participated in Q&A ses-
sions following first theatrical presentation of Think-
ing Like Water film series in Santa Fe

November 2024 – Provided letters in support of grant 
proposals for restoration work on Señorito Creek in 
the Rio Puerco Watershed and the Rio Lucero and 
Rio Pueblo on Taos Pueblo

December 2024 – Signed onto letter in support of the 
federal Developing Alternative Mitigation Systems 
(DAMS) for Beavers Act, to establish a federal grant 
program to help facilitate coexistence with beavers



UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
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Thinking Like Water: A Five-Part Documentary Film Series
NOW STREAMING AT www.ThinkingLikeWater.com!
AVAILABLE FOR ONLINE RENTAL UNTIL JANUARY 31, 2025

Part biography, part how-to, New Mexico’s own “Water Wizard” Bill Zeedyk (and 
his proteges and allies, including AWF) illustrate a proven toolbox of simple, low-
tech, low-cost methods to restore degraded lands. They work with nature, rather 
than against her, to mitigate the extremes of drought and flood while fostering 
climate resiliency. 

Each episode is guided by a different host, along with Zeedyk, in a different loca-
tion while highlighting different treatment methods. While each episode builds 
upon the prior, each can stand alone. Inspirational and practical, they gift to the 
viewer practices that can be taken right into their own landscapes.
AWF is included in Episodes 1 and 5, and featured prominently in Episode 3.

Visit www.ThinkingLikeWater.com to rent the films to watch online via Vimeo. Each episode can be rented 
for 72 hours, or the full five-part series can be rented for a 30-day period. Last day to rent is January 31, 2025!

Restore the Native Plants Garden at Petroglyph National Monument
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2024
NEW MEXICO VOLUNTEERS FOR THE OUTDOORS
Join NMVFO to restore the native plants garden at the Visitor Information Center of the Petroglyph National 
Monument in western Albuquerque. We will be pruning, removing, and transplanting existing plants and plant-
ing seeds and new plants.  We’ll also install some new signs and remove some old signs. For more information: 
https://nmvfo.org/projects/petroglyph-national-monument/

Wilderness Defender Scouting Trip: Cedar Mountains WSA
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2024
NEW MEXICO WILD
Join New Mexico Wild Wilderness Defenders for a scouting trip to the Cedar Mountains WSA near the state’s 
bootheel, just southwest of Deming. Local wilderness area expert Devon Fletcher will join us. This trip is for 
those who are eager to find adventure, are comfortable with navigating rough roads, and can traverse across 
the landscape without a trail. For more details and to RSVP: 
https://www.nmwild.org/event/wilderness-defender-field-training-cedar-mountain-wilderness-study-area/

Annual Christmas Bird Count
DECEMBER 14, 2024-JANUARY 5, 2025
AUDUBON NEW MEXICO, Statewide
As participants in the Audubon Christmas Bird Count, you can be one of more than 70,000 
counters at more than 2,300 locations stretching from the Arctic Circle to the tip of South 
America. Since 1900, the Christmas Bird Count has provided scientists with critical data 
about bird populations in the Americas. For more information: 
https://www.audubon.org/conservation/join-christmas-bird-count

   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

https://thinkinglikewater.com/
https://thinkinglikewater.com/r3-productions/
https://nmvfo.org/projects/petroglyph-national-monument/
https://www.nmwild.org/event/wilderness-defender-field-training-cedar-mountain-wilderness-study-area/
https://www.audubon.org/conservation/join-christmas-bird-count
mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com


ANNOUNCEMENT & ACTION ALERT

AWF is seeking a reliable truck!
AWF is seeking a new (used) truck to haul our trailer, supplies, food, and various volunteers to remote project 
sites. Because its main duty will be hauling a heavy trailer over questionable roads, the truck will need to be 
tough and reliable, and should be 6 or 8 cylinders (AWF’s current truck is a 2003 Ford F-150).

Because AWF is a lean, all-volunteer organization (our annual revenues and expenses are generally around 
$10,000), we are turning to our amazing member community to ask for any leads you may have on either a 
donated truck or one that can be sold to us at a major discount. 

The good news is that, because we are a 501c3 nonprofit, donations to AWF are tax deductible: if someone 
sells a truck to AWF at less than its Blue Book value, we can provide a charitable donation letter for the differ-
ence between the price we paid and the truck’s value. And of course, for a donated truck we would provide a 
record of donation of the full Blue Book value of the truck!

So if you or someone you know has a lead on a truck that would be a good fit for what we’re seeking, please 
reach out to Phil at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com. Thanks!

ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION, EST. 1914   •   THE PINE CONE,  DECEMBER 2024

Action Alert:
Protect New Mexico’s Outstanding Rivers

by December 10!
New Mexico’s Environment Department (NMED) is currently leading an effort to protect 245 miles of streams 
that mitigate climate change, safeguard clean drinking water, preserve fish and wildlife habitat, and strengthen 
New Mexico’s outdoor recreation economy. The proposal would nominate sections of 45 streams as Outstand-
ing National Resource Waters across the Rio Grande, Cimmarron, Chama, and Jemez watersheds which provide 
critical watershed function for Special Trout Waters, Wild & Scenic Rivers, Wilderness Areas, National Monu-
ments, and State Parks.

You can add your name to the petition in support of this proposal by December 10 here:
https://secure.everyaction.com/1tpKI8iZZkixTseAyJZjpw2

mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
https://secure.everyaction.com/1tpKI8iZZkixTseAyJZjpw2 


AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student  ___________
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


