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Leopold’s Legacy: Lobos Back in the Bosque

Over a century ago, in August of 1918, Aldo Leopold
proposed protecting the Rio Grande bosque through
Albuquerque, “being convinced of the inestimable val-
ue of such a park to the town as a whole.” Through the
years that followed, his vision prevailed and the ripar-
ian forest was preserved.

In 1949, Leopold published one of his most famous
essays, “Thinking Like a Mountain,” in which he re-
flected on seeing the “fierce green fire” dying in the eyes
of a lobo he had shot in the Gila. His writings helped
inspire efforts to protect the lobos and other endan-
gered species; today, after barely escaping extinction,
286 lobos are once again roaming the Southwest.

Both the bosque and the lobos survive thanks to Leo-
pold and others who recognized their value at a time
when the prevailing sentiment was to eradicate wolves,
clearcut forests, and convert all natural systems to hu-
man use. Now, these two strands of Leopold’s legacy
are coming together as the fierce green fire of the lobo
returns to the Rio Grande bosque.

This winter, the ABQ BioPark is opening a new facility
for lobos in a 4.5-acre enclosed area of the bosque. It
could soon house as many as 20 wolves as part of the
lobo’s rehabilitation and reintroduction program, over-
seen by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

In the years since Leopold began calling for protec-
tions, the number of people who value and defend
wild places and wild creatures has grown enormously.
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However, we once again find ourselves in a time when
powerful forces seek to weaken protections for endan-
gered species, roll back clean water laws, and strip pro-
tections from public land so that extractive develop-
ment can be prioritized.

One lesson we can learn from the past is the impor-
tance of keeping our eyes fixed on the farther horizon.
This means not just pushing back on the immediate
threats, but also striving toward an inspiring vision of
what can be.

For example, while AWF’s work to restore wetlands and
build resilience in watersheds may seem small, the im-
pacts can ripple outwards in powerful and unexpected
ways. Already there are new wetlands nurturing migra-
tory birds and young cottonwoods thriving in canyon
corners thanks to the work of AWF volunteers. And
with each restoration project, the community of people
who know how to do this work grows a little larger.

Who knows what might emerge from our efforts a cen-
tury from now? The Albuquerque bosque sings with
the howls of lobos again thanks to farsighted ancestors
a century ago. Now it is our turn to be those ancestors,
to protect what we can, to be persistent and creative
and bold, to make space for future miracles and small
wonders like lobos in the bosque.

Kristina q; Fisher
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DECEMBER 11, 2025: Annual Members Meeting, Potluck, & Board Election

Date: Thursday, December 11, 2025, 6:30 p.m.

Location: Albuquerque Friends Meeting House
1600 Sth Street Northwest

Join us for our annual holiday potluck to celebrate another successful year
of restoring wildlife habitat across New Mexico! Please bring a dish to share
and come help us celebrate a successful year of restoration projects, educa-
tional presentations, and advocacy, including AWF’s first-ever restoration

planning and design workshop.

The annual members meeting is also when we elect our board for the
coming year. All dues-paying AWF members are eligible to vote for and
serve on our all-volunteer board.

This year’s potluck will feature a special talk by

AWF Board Member Emeritus Bill Zeedyk!
Lo U BIls talk, informally titled “Hooray vs. Oh

No!” will review the impacts of a recent 100-
year flood event on the restoration structures
" AWF volunteers built in Higgins Canyon, and
the lessons we can learn from what survived
| and what failed in the flood.

Bill will also discuss the progress that AWF
has made toward restoring Cebolla Canyon
over the last quarter-century and share his
ideas about how we can continue to build on it.

Directions to the Meeting:

The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th and
Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.

Time to renew your AWF membership!

Annual memberships expire in December, so please renew yours today!

You may pay at the meeting, fill out and mail in the form on the last
page of this newsletter, or renew online at abgwildlifefederation.org
Your dues pay for restoration tools and supplies and make it possible for
AWF to provide snacks at meetings and meals at projects. Thank you!

AWF BOARD 2025

OFFICERS

President — Phil Carter

Vice President — Cameron Weber
Treasurer — Laurie Marnell
Secretary — Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS
Abe Aufdermauer

Rod Flores

Finn Gregor

Lia Griesser

Quintin Mublenkamp
10by Rosenblarr

Barbara Rosensimon
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson

Bob Tilley

Alexcia Trujillo

Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus
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2025 ACTIVITIES REPORT

Ecological Restoration Service Projects

March 15,2025 — Planting native vegetation at Valle
de Oro Wildlife Refuge

April 11-13,2025 — Building rock structures in Hig-
gins Canyon, Ft. Union Ranch

April 26, 2025 — Erosion control in the Galisteo Ba-
sin, with Ecotone Landscape Planning

May 16-18, 2025 — Arroyo restoration in the Turkey
Mountains, Ft. Union Ranch, with Hermit’s Peak
Watershed Alliance

May 30-June 1, 2025 — Riparian restoration along
the Rito Pefias Negras, Jemez Mountains, with Rio
Grande Return

June 20-22, 2025 — Building Beaver Dam Analogs
on San Antonio Creek, Jemez Mountains, with Rio
Grande Return

August 15-17, 2025 — Wetland restoration at Mid-
night Meadows, Carson National Forest, with Amigos
Bravos

August 29-31, 2025 — Riparian restoration in Lime-
stone Canyon, San Mateo Mountains, with NM Vol-
unteers for the Outdoors

September 19-21,2025 — Arroyo restoration on state
trust lands in the Rio Embudo watershed, Dixon,
with Ecotone Landscape Planning

October 3, 2025 — Erosion control at a traditional
cornfield in the Ramah Navajo Chapter

October 3-5, 2025 — Wetland restoration at Cebolla
Canyon, El Malpais National Conservation Area

Educational Presentations & Meetings

February 13, 2025 — “Secrets of the Spider Beetle,”
Robert Chambliss, Wilderness Ranger, New Mexico
Wild

April 10, 2025 — “The New Mexico Meadow Jump-
ing Mouse,” Dr. Jason Malaney, Curator of Biosci-
ences, New Mexico Museum of Natural History and
Sciences

June 12, 2025 — “Bosque Management in a Time of
Transition,” Scial, Bosque Program Manager, Pueblo
of Sandia

September 11, 2025 — Ambassador Animals from
Wildlife Rescue, Inc.

Advocacy & Outreach

August 2025 — Submitted letter in support of the New
Mexico Forest and Watershed Restoration Institute’s
proposal for restoring private lands impacted by the
Hermits Peak Calf Canyon burn scar

November 2025 — Organized AWF’s first-ever resto-
ration planning and design workshop at Ghost Ranch
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Thinking Like Water: A Five-Part Documentary Film Series
NOW AVAILABLE FOR STREAMING AT www.ThinkingLikeWater.com!

Part biography, part how-to, New Mexico’s own “Water Wizard” Bill Zeedyk (and
his proteges and allies, including AWF) illustrate a proven toolbox of simple, low-
tech, low-cost methods to restore degraded lands. They work with nature, rather
than against her, to mitigate the extremes of drought and flood while fostering
climate resiliency.

AWF is included in Episodes 1 and 5, and is featured prominently in Episode 3.

New this month, you can now gift the Thinking Like Water docuseries to friends,
family, colleagues and more! And through the New Year, Pay-What-You-Wish op-
tions are available when streaming or gifting the full series. For more details, visit:
https://thinkinglikewater.com/r3-productions/

B Wildlife Wednedays: Mexican Gray Wolf Population Continues to Grow

] WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 5:30 pm

Marble Brewery NE Heights Taproom, 9904 Montgomery NE., Abq

NEW MEXICO WILDLIFE FEDERATION

John Oakleaf, senior wolf scientist with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, will give a pre-
sentation on the wolf-reintroduction program as biologists prepare for their annual winter
survey to determine exact numbers in New Mexico and Arizona. For more info:
https://www.nmwildlife.org/news/wildlife-wednesday-mexican-wolf-population-continues-to-grow

Annual Christmas Bird Count
DECEMBER 14, 2025-JANUARY 5, 2026 ,
AUDUBON NEW MEXICO, Statewide
As participants in the Audubon Christmas Bird Count, you can be one of more than 70,000 Berao e cler
counters at more than 2,300 locations stretching from the Arctic Circle to the tip of South
America. Since 1900, the Christmas Bird Count has provided scientists with critical data
about bird populations in the Americas. For more information:
https://www.audubon.org/community-science/christmas-bird-count/join-christmas-bird-count

Send your event informaﬁon to: a’oqwi[d[gfefedevaﬂon@gmail.com.’
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JOIN US!

Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold in 1914
and dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members.

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by

becoming a member or renewing your membership.

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | RO. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

3 Yes, I'd like to join AWF! 3 This is a gift membership from:

name(s):

address:

city, state, zip:

phone: email:

O Student $10

3 Individual $25

3 Family $35 Dues: $
3 Sustaining $50-99 I

3 Patron $100 Extra Contribution: $§

O Lifetime $500 (one-time payment) TOTAL ENCLOSED: $



