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Americans have been fighting over our public lands for 
about as long as there have been public lands to fight over.

The question is always the same: for whose benefit will 
these lands be managed?

Most of our nation’s public lands have a “multiple use” 
mandate, meaning that land management agencies like 
the Forest Service and BLM must do their imperfect best 
to satisfy the desires of loggers, ranchers, hunters and 
anglers, mining companies, oil and gas extractors, recre-
ationists, and wildlife. It’s a messy process, full of conflict 
and compromise, but such is democracy.

Unfortunately, lately some extremists have sought to 
wrench control of public lands out of the democratic pro-
cess. On Jan 2, 2016, a heavily armed group occupied the 
Malheur National Wildlife Refuge in eastern Oregon with 
the mission of  forcibly “returning” the land to the people 
they felt were its rightful owners – meaning local ranch-
ers, rather than the American people. 

The group was led by Ammon Bundy, son of Cliven Bun-
dy, a rancher who provoked an armed standoff with the 
BLM in 2014 after refusing to pay over $1 million in graz-
ing fees for his use of public lands. The Bundys and their 
ilk want to see all public lands turned over to private, for-

profit interests such as ranching, mining, logging, and oil 
and gas development.

But there are other Americans, including AWF’s founders 
and current leaders, who believe that our public lands are 
one of the most valuable pieces of our shared heritage – 
and who want to see some lands protected for wildlife, for 
hunting and angling, for recreation and inspiration. And 
we rallied, 400-strong, on January 21 in the Roundhouse 
to make the case for keeping public lands public and open 
to all. 

This fight over how to manage our public lands will con-
tinue, but it must take place in the halls of our representa-
tive government, rather than in armed showdowns on the 
range.Inside this Issue:
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Whose Land Is It, Anyway?

Counterprotest at Malheur National Wildlife Refuge in Oregon.

Kristina G. Fish er
AWF President
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FEBRUARY 2016 MEETING: Todd Leahy, NM Wildlife Federation

Thursday, February 11, 2016, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House 
1600 5th Street Northwest

Topic: 
Malheur Wildlife Refuge: Defending Public Lands in the West
Last month, Todd Leahy and Garrett VeneKlasen from the New Mexico 
Wildlife Federation traveled to Oregon to oppose the armed takeover of the 
Malheur National Wildlife Refuge. They joined a large counter-protest of 
sportsmen and sportswomen, veterans, birders, native communities and a 
host of citizens who came together to call for an end to the illegal occupa-
tion of public lands that belong to all Americans.

Todd will discuss his experiences in Oregon, the growing movement to seize 
public lands for private gain, and how New Mexicans can work together to 
protect our public lands for future generations.

Speaker Bio: 
Todd Leahy, Conservation Director, NM Wildlife Federation
Todd has lived all over the country, but learned to hunt and fish at an ear-
ly age. He attended Oklahoma State University, and earned a doctorate in 
American Indian history. As a teacher, his research focused on conflicts 
about land and resource rights, ownership and use. A desire to advocate 
on these issues led him to law school and a degree in Land Use and Envi-
ronmental law, which he put into practice while working for the Missouri 
Department of Natural Resources. Todd has hiked and camped much of the 
American West. Normally a rifleman, Todd is currently trying his hand at 
bow hunting. He also enjoys fishing and is excited for the day he can intro-
duce his infant son to the rivers of the Southwest. 

Directions to the Meeting:
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th and 
Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.
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2016 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 12...............Day project at Valle de Oro

April 15-17............Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM

May 20-22.............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge

June 17-19.............Valles Caldera I

July 22-24..............Valles Caldera II

August 19-21..........Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM 

September 9-11......Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns

October 8..............Day project on Glorieta Mesa

October 15............Day project in the Sandia Mountains

UPDATE ON 2016 VOLUNTEER RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECTS

Mark Your Calendars!
 
The AWF projects committee met last month to put together our schedule of volunteer restoration service 
projects for the year. We are planning to hold six weekend camping projects and 3 day projects. The tenta-
tive schedule is listed below, with the first day project coming up next month (details to follow in the March 
newsletter). 

These projects are terrific opportunities to discover amazing places and work side by side with enthusiastic 
conservationists to protect and restore them. We always have a lot of fun, and it is inspiring to see what a dif-
ference our efforts can make. If you haven’t participated in a restoration service project before, or if you haven’t 
come out for a while, we hope you’ll join us in 2016! 

AWF BOARD 2016
OFFICERS
President – Kristina G. Fisher
Vice President – Cameron Weber
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt

DIRECTORS
Stephen Bohannon
Phil Carter
Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Bill Zeedyk
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Wildlands, Water & Wildlife Day at the Roundhouse
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2016, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
NEW MEXICO STATE CAPITOL, Santa Fe
Tables and information available all day, citizen lobby trainings at 10:30 and 
2:00, press conference at noon. 
For more information: https://www.facebook.com/events/837875746334551/

Bats!
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2016, 2:00 p.m.
CERRILLOS HILLS STATE PARK, Cerrillos, NM
With more than 1,000 species spanning the globe, bats comprise 1/4 of the world’s mammal 
population. Learn about the only mammal that flies, which has more in common with us than 
the mice they resemble. More info: http://www.cerrilloshills.org/events/bats

New Mexico Wilderness Alliance at Journey Santa Fe
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2016, 11:00-11:45 a.m.
Collected Works Bookstore, 202 Galisteo Street, Santa Fe
The New Mexico Wilderness Alliance presents Jan Denton, Chair of the Conservation Committee of the Santa 
Fe Garden Club, who will speak about the larger political role the Garden Club plays locally and federally. Jan is 
a New Mexico native who has worked in government affairs from Sacramento, CA to Washington DC. NMWA’s 
staff attorney, Judy Calman, will also be on hand to provide updates on NMWA’s work.  
For more information: http://www.nmwild.org/event/journey-santa-fe/

Assist with the Southwest Environmental Center’s La Mancha Wetland Restoration
MARCH 2016 (and ongoing), Mesilla, NM
The La Mancha Wetland project is located on three acres of land along the Rio 
Grande near Mesilla, NM. When the project is completed, it will consist of a series 
of ponds that are connected to the river, simulating a side channel and creating 
rare, year-round backwater habitat that is extremely important for fish spawning, 
nursery and feeding grounds. The large-scale, machine-built restoration struc-
tures are currently being completed, and soon volunteers will be needed to help 
with tasks such as planting native plants, removing invasive salt cedar, burning 
tumbleweeds, installing bat houses, etc. The first volunteer weekend is tentatively scheduled for the first week-
end in March, with an option for camping at the site. 
For more information and to sign up to participate, email kali@wildmesquite.org.

2016 Land & Water Summit: Creating a New Paradigm for Living in Arid Lands
FEBRUARY 25-26, 2016
XERISCAPE COUNCIL OF NEW MEXICO, Sheraton Airport Hotel, Albuquerque
Includes sessions on water harvesting, stormwater management, local food, energy and more!
More info and to register: http://www.xeriscapenm.com/conference/

   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
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2016 NEW MEXICO LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

From the time of its founding by Aldo Leopold, AWF has encouraged its members to be informed and active 
about policies that affect wildlife and wild lands. With that in mind, we have prepared the following summary of 
legislation related to wildlife and natural resources that has been introduced during the 2016 Legislative Session.

Members of the public are always welcome to attend legislative committee hearings and 
express their support for or opposition to a bill. If you are interested in following the 
progress of a particular bill, there is a bill-tracking feature available on the legislature’s 
website at: http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/roundhouse/ 
and you can find contact information for your legislators at: 
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/legislator_lookup.aspx

This year’s 30-day legislative session ends at noon on February 18, 2016.

House Bill 107, Representative Strickler
Senate Bill 34, Senator Kernan
Reduces taxes on certain oil and gas wells to incentiv-
ize owners to keep them in production.

House Bill 111
Representative Townsend
Excludes above-ground pesticide tanks used for 
crop-dusting from the Hazardous Waste Act and the 
Ground Water Protection Act.

House Bill 140
Representative Larrañaga
Directs the PRC to promote natural gas infrastructure 
expansion.

House Bill 149
Representative Gomez
Compensates landowners for any property damage 
caused by big game.

House Joint Memorial 3, Representative Fajardo
Senate Joint Memorial 4, Senator M. Sanchez
Declares a week in April “Environmental Education 
Week” to encourage outdoor learning experiences and 
studies the feasibility of a grant program to support  
environmental education.

House Memorial 33
Representative Rehm
Requests Congress to design and build an aqueduct 
from the Mississippi River to New Mexico.

Senate Bill 72
Senator Ingle
Exempts existing agricultural operations from nui-
sance lawsuits (“right to farm”).

Senate Bill 110
Senator Cisneros
Expands the potential funding and eligible uses of the 
Forest Land Protection Revolving Loan Fund.

Senate Bill 128
Senator Shendo
Enacts the Interstate Compact for the Prevention and 
Control of Forest Fires.

Senate Bill 173
Senator Cisneros
Enacts the Interstate Mining Compact Act, makes 
New Mexico a member of the Interstate Mining Com-
pact Commission. 

Senate Bill 223, Senator Griggs
House Bill 289, Representative Townsend
Replaces the Geothermal Resources Conservation Act 
with the Geothermal Resources Development Act.

Senate Bill 224
Senator Cisneros
Creates the Advanced Mapping Fund to support the 
development of the Rio Grande Trail.

Senate Memorial 11
Senator Soules
Honoring the legacy of public lands in New Mexico.



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student (under 18) ___
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               T-shirt & Shipping:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

Along with becoming a member, you can support AWF’s 
work by purchasing one of our Valles Caldera commemo-
rative T-shirts, designed by graphic artist and AWF board 
member Stephen Bohannon. It is printed on an organic 
cotton shirt and available in sizes S, M, L, & XL.
Get one while they last - supplies are limited!
Price: $20    Shipping: $5

To order, mail in the form below or email your order to:
abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation has survived and thrived for over a century thanks to the dedication and 
generosity of generations of members. We encourage you to join this proud legacy by becoming a contributing 
member and helping support AWF’s restoration service projects, monthly environmental education presentations, 
and other special events.

MAKE THE NEXT 100 YEARS POSSIBLE: 
JOIN THE ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION!

mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

