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This year’s legislative session is in full swing, and while 
it’s a short 30-day session focused primarily on budget 
and financial matters – including securing funding for 
key environmental and natural resource agencies and 
programs like the Strategic Water Reserve – there are a 
handful of intriguing bills related to conservation that 
are worth keeping an eye on.

First, House Bill 101 and Senate Bill 145 propose to 
invest $4.6 million in a new reforestation center for 
New Mexico. The goal of the reforestation center is to 
produce tree seedlings to revitalize landscapes that have 
been charred by severe wildfires. Reforesting the one 
million acres that have burned in recent years will re-
quire 150-200 million seedlings, yet currently the state’s 
tree nurseries are only producing around 300,000 seed-
lings a year – meaning it would take over 500 years to 
reforest the acreage that has already burned, without 
considering future fires.

The reforestation center aims to produce up to 5 mil-
lion seedlings a year. It is a joint project of the state 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department, 
New Mexico Highlands University, New Mexico State 
University (NMSU), and the University of New Mex-
ico (UNM). If this legislation passes, it will give the 
state an important tool to sustain and regenerate our 
forests in the face of a rapidly changing climate. 

Along similar lines, Senate Bill 72 appropriates around 
$15 million to establish a center for dryland resilience 
at NMSU in collaboration with UNM, Eastern New 
Mexico University, and New Mexico Tech. The goal of 
the center is “to develop and build a technologically 
advanced statewide ecological monitoring network, ... 
diagnose and predict vulnerabilities in dryland natural 
capital, biodiversity and social-ecological-agricultural 
systems and develop resilience strategies for the sus-
tainable management of drylands.” 

Finally, the Green Amendment, which AWF has offi-
cially endorsed, would create a constitutional right to a 
clean and healthy environment. It has been introduced 
as House Joint Resolution 2 and Senate Joint Resolu-
tion 2. It is facing an uphill battle, with the House ver-
sion failing to pass its first committee, but anything 
can happen in the final days of a legislative session with 
enough public pressure and support.

If you’d like to contact your legislators or the governor 
about any of these bills before the session concludes on 
February 17, you can find their contact information at 
https://www.nmlegis.gov/ and https://www.governor.
state.nm.us/contact-the-governor/. We encourage you 
to get involved and advocate for public policies that 
will protect New Mexico’s environment for generations 
to come. 

Legislative Update on Conservation Bills 
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Thursday, February 10, 2022, 7:30 pm
Location: Online via Zoom

Topic: Watershed Restoration in the 
Santa Fe National Forest
Micah will be talking about the watershed program on the Santa Fe Na-
tional Forest including planning efforts and upcoming projects. He will 
also briefly discuss the recently signed Northern New Mexico Riparian, 
Aquatic and Wetland Restoration Project Environmental Assessment.

Speaker: Micah Kiesow
Micah Kiesow currently serves as the Soil and Watershed Program Man-
ager and Burned Area Emergency Response (BAER) Coordinator for the 
Santa Fe National Forest. He began his career with the Forest Service as a 
field soil scientist with the Southwestern Region’s Terrestrial Ecological Unit Inventory. Prior to coming to the 
Santa Fe NF he served as the Kaibab National Forest’s soil scientist. 

Directions to the Online Meeting
To join this presentation from your computer, click this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86826847396?pwd=dm5vbkFtWFJWMzZwU3FPTEtIdGZJQT09

The Meeting ID is: 868 2684 7396
The Passcode is: 072114

To join by phone, dial either of the following numbers:
1-253-215-8782 or 1-346-248-7799

Then enter the Meeting ID: 868 2684 7396

Then enter the Passcode: 072114

FEBRUARY 10, 2022 MEETING: Watershed Restoration in Northern NM
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2022 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 5 & 6...............Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge
April 1-3......................Ft. Union Ranch
April 22-24..................Red Canyon Ranch
May 20-22....................Ft. Union/Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
June 10-12....................Gutierrez Family Ranch
July 22-24....................Valle Vidal
August 12-14................Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM 
September 2-5..............Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
October 7-9.................Cebolla Canyon
October 28-30.............Rolling Hills Ranch
November 5................Day project at Cedro Creek

AWF has an exciting line-up of ecological restoration 
volunteer projects planned for 2022 on public and pri-
vate lands across the state! 

As you know if you’ve joined us in the past, AWF’s 
volunteer restoration projects are terrific opportunities 
to discover remarkable places and team up with other 
enthusiastic conservationists to restore them. We have 
lots of fun, and it is inspiring to see how our work can 
heal damaged landscapes. 

We are very pleased to be planning these projects in 
collaboration with a wide array of partners, including 
Amigos Bravos, Hermit’s Peak Watershed Alliance, 
and Rio Grande Return, among others, as well as several private landowners and the agencies that oversee 
our public lands, including the Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management, and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service. 

We are also continuing our effort this year to diversify the options and activities available for volunteers by 
seeking dedicated volunteers to assist with camp and kitchen duties (washing dishes, assisting with food prep, 
and looking after the group camp during the work day) and documenting the work (taking photos and recording 
data about all the structures that were completed during the project). So if you’d like to come out on a project 
but aren’t up for moving rocks, we hope you’ll consider taking on one of these roles – just let us know when 
you RSVP.

We’ll be announcing the details of each upcoming project as usual in these monthly newsletters, along with 
information on how to RSVP to attend. We hope to see you out on the land in 2022!

SCHEDULE OF 2022 VOLUNTEER RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECTS
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MARCH 5 & 6, 2022 SERVICE PROJECT: Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge

PLEASE NOTE: Attendance at this project is limited to 20 volun-
teers on each day, Saturday, March 5 and Sunday, March 6. Please 
RSVP promptly for the day you would like to attend. AWF continues 
to follow our Covid-19 safety protocols, as well as those of our partner 
organizations. 

LOCATION: Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge in the South Valley 
of Albuquerque

THE PROJECT: Join AWF for our first volunteer project of the 2022 
season! We will be partnering with Rio Grande Return, 350NM, Friends 
of the Valle de Oro, and others on this project at the Valle de Oro National 
Wildlife Refuge. Valle de Oro was once a working dairy farm, and it is now 
one of the nation’s first urban wildlife refuges. Lots of work is underway to 
improve habitat and visitor resources at the refuge. 

During this year’s project, volunteers will be planting coyote willow seed-
lings and salt grass plugs. 

SCHEDULE: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 5 and Sunday, 
March 6, 2022

GEAR: For this project, you will need gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, 
sturdy boots, and sunscreen. Wear layers as the day may start off cool and 
warm up later. Please bring a face mask.
 
FOOD: Please bring snacks, your own lunch, and plenty of water.

TO SIGN UP: Contact Cameron at cameron@riograndereturn.com
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

http://abq.nmwildlife.org/awf-covid-19-safety-protocols.html


UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
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Connecting the Dots: Effective Land Stewardship Through Monitoring
FEBRUARY 17 & 24: March 17 & 24, 11:00a.m.-12:30 p.m., online
QUIVIAR COALITION & WESTERN LANDOWNERS ALLIANCE
In this four-part webinar series, speakers with on-the-ground experience and knowledge will share successes 
and lessons learned in resource monitoring, data management and interpretation, and in meeting objectives of 
multi-stakeholder efforts. For more info: https://quiviracoalition.org/events/monitoring/2022-02-17/

The Role of Small Mammals in Understanding Ecosystem Changes
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17,  7:00 p.m., online 
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER
Small mammals are excellent indicator species for a changing climate. Using long-term climate 
and small mammal abundance data (1989-2019) collected from the Sevilleta National Wildlife 
Refuge, NM, researcher Jessica Johnson evaluated the relationship between small mammal 
abundance and climate variability. In this online talk, Johnson provides an in-depth look at her 
findings and the connections her research has made between the lives and lifetimes of small 
mammals and the climate. For more info: https://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=37849

Growing Climate Solutions in Healthy Soil
FEBRUARY 28, 2022
350NM Speakers Series
Restoring soil health holds the promise of reversing climate change by 
drawing down carbon from the atmosphere, and rebalancing the water 
cycle in our arid environment. This talk by Isabelle Jenniches & Claudia 
Reynoso of the NM Healthy Soil Working Group will provide an overview 
of the principles of soil health, what the climate benefits are and how you 
can get involved in advancing this important climate solution! To register:

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vdeigqzMpHdORwBNfMHg4xtqeM2IpZq8p

Aldo Leopold Writing Contest for Students
ENTRIES DUE FEBRUARY 15, 2022
AWF is a proud supporter of the Aldo Leopold Writing Foundation’s student essay contest. Students in grades  
6-12 are invited to submit an essay on an environmental topic. Learn more about the details of contest and 
how to participate at: https://www.leopoldwritingprogram.org/writing-contest.html

Aldo & Estella Leopold Residency for Writers
APPLICATIONS DUE FEBRUARY 25, 2022
An inspiring retreat for professional environmental writers at “Mi Casita”, Aldo and 
Estella’s first home in northern New Mexico, the Aldo and Estella Leopold Residency 
provides a one-month residency with stipend for writers and respected thinkers in-
terested in reshaping the cultural story about the relationship between humans and 
Nature. Learn more and apply at: https://www.leopoldwritingprogram.org/residency.html

   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student  ___________
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


