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When AWF was founded 110 years ago, one of its pri-
mary goals was to advocate for laws that would pro-
tect wildlife. Aldo Leopold and the other founders had 
seen unregulated hunting drive the passenger pigeon 
to extinction and threaten the existence of many other 
species, including the iconic bison. So they worked to 
establish hunting limits, create wildlife refuges, and 
create an independent game commission to enforce 
those protections.

In 1920, AWF drafted legislation to create a state game 
commission and distributed the proposed bill in the 
July 1920 Pine Cone; the New Mexico legislature en-
acted a version of their bill the following year.

At that time, AWF’s name was the Albuquerque Game 
Protective Association. That name reflected the orga-
nization’s focus on game species: animals that were 
hunted or fished for food or sport. In those early years, 
game species were the only wildlife that seemed worth 
protecting; in fact, AWF’s founding platform specifi-
cally supported the extermination of predatory animals 
like wolves.

Yet through the years, AWF members came to under-
stand the value of all wildlife species. In 1949, Aldo 
Leopold’s famous essay Thinking Like a Mountain was 
published, in which the author reflected on how he had 
watched the green fire die in a wolf ’s eyes and gradually 
learned the essential role that predators play in an eco-
system. In 1991, our organization’s name was officially 
changed to the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation, with 

our current broad mission to benefit all wildlife species 
and the habitat they depend on.

Now, a similar evolution may be undertaken at the 
New Mexico Game and Fish Department.

Senate Bill 5, which is under consideration at this 
year’s legislative session, represents the most significant 
change to that agency since its inception over a century 
ago. It would change the name of the agency to the De-
partment of Wildlife and broaden its mission, giving it 
the authority to regulate all wildlife species in the state. 

To support this expanded mission, the legislature is also 
proposing substantial additional funding. Along with 
increases in the fees for hunting and fishing licenses, 
the proposed state budget includes $10.5 million over 
the next three years for the agency’s work to protect 
“species of greatest conservation need,” whose popula-
tions are dwindling or threatened. Over 500 species, 
including reptiles, moths and butterflies, mollusks, 
and crustaceans are included in that category. A total 
of $1.5 million of the funding would be earmarked 
for work to protect beavers, an essential keystone spe-
cies that has too often been treated as a nuisance rather 
than an asset.

Senate Bill 5 has passed its first committee on a vote of 
6-3. You can learn more from our friends at Wildlife 
for All and look up contact information for your legis-
lators at nmlegis.gov if you’d like to contact them about 
this legislation.

A Department of Wildlife for New Mexico

Kristina G. Fish er
AWF Secretary
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Date:          Thursday, February 13, 2025, 7:30 p.m.

Location:   Albuquerque Friends Meeting House
                   1600 5th Street Northwest

Topic: Spider Beetles in New Mexico
Robert Chambliss will discuss his research on spider beetles (Subfam-
ily Ptininae) in the American Southwest. He wandered New Mexico with 
eyes tuned for the small troglophilic beetles, seeking dark refuges from the 
heat and dryness of the Chihuahuan desert. In these caves and crevices, 
from the Rio Grande Gorge to the Mescalero Sand Dunes, New Mexico 
revealed a small fraction of its great biodiversity to Robert, though limited 
time and funds meant that most was left undiscovered.

Speaker Bio: Robert Chambliss
Robert Chambliss is currently a Wilderness Ranger with New Mexico 
Wild. He found wilderness in New Mexico first as a Masters student from 
Western Kentucky on a research trip, studying spider beetles. Returning 
to New Mexico in 2023 as a recreation intern for the Bureau of Land 
Management, Robert was introduced to land management, experiencing 
the trials and triumphs of trail planning and maintenance, federal partner-
ships, dumpsite reclamation, and seemingly endless stacks of NEPA docu-
ments. Acting as a liaison between the BLM’s Rio Puerco Field Office and 
wilderness rangers from NM Wild in late 2023, he was invigorated by the 
field-based lifestyle and wilderness-focused work. As a Wilderness Rang-
er with NM Wild, Robert is busy tramping about wilderness and sawing 
away at logs, though not too busy to appreciate the bees, longhorn beetles, 
and sawflies among the montane flowers.
 
Directions to the Meeting
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th 
and Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.

ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION, EST. 1914   •   THE PINE CONE,  FEBRUARY 2025

FEBRUARY 13, 2025 MEETING: Secrets of the Spider Beetle
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2025 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 15...................Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge

April 11-13.................Higgins Canyon, Ft. Union Ranch

TBD Day Project.......Galisteo Basin

May 16-18...................Turkey Mountains, Ft. Union Ranch

May 30-June 1.............Rito Peñas Negras

June 20-22..................Jemez Mtns Location TBD

July 11-13....................Location TBD

August TBD...............Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM 

August 29-31...............Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns

October 3-5.................Cebolla Canyon, El Malpais

October 25..................Cedro Creek, Tijeras

We are excited to share with you AWF’s preliminary schedule of vol-
unteer ecological restoration projects for 2025! As you can see in the 
schedule below, we are still confirming a few of the dates and locations 
with our partner organizations and land management agencies; we also 
may be adding another project or two to the calendar. Updates to our 
project schedule will be included in future newsletters and posted on 
our website and MeetUp page.

As you know if you’ve joined us in the past, AWF’s volunteer ecologi-
cal restoration projects offer unique opportunities to discover remark-
able places and team up with other enthusiastic conservationists to im-
prove their health and resilience. We have lots of fun, and it is inspiring 
to see how our work can heal damaged landscapes. 

AWF is pleased to be planning this year’s projects in collaboration with 
a wide array of partners, including Amigos Bravos, Hermit’s Peak Wa-
tershed Alliance, Rio Grande Return, and New Mexico Volunteers for 
the Outdoors, among others, as well as private landowners and state and 
federal land management agencies. 

We’ll be announcing the details of each upcoming project as usual in 
these monthly newsletters, along with information on how you can RSVP 
to attend. We hope you’ll join us in 2025!

SCHEDULE OF 2025 VOLUNTEER RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECTS

AWF BOARD 2025
OFFICERS
President – Phil Carter
Vice President – Cameron Weber
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS
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Quintin Muhlenkamp
Toby Rosenblatt
Barbara Rosensimon
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson
Bob Tilley
Alexcia Trujillo
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus

https://www.meetup.com/Albuquerque-Wildlife-Federation/


UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
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Aldo Leopold Writing Contest for Students
ENTRIES DUE FEBRUARY 14, 2025, 6:00 pm
In the Aldo Leopold Writing Foundation’s annual student essay contest, students in grades  6-12 are invited to 
submit an essay on an environmental topic. Learn more about the details of contest and how to participate: 
https://www.leopoldwritingprogram.org/2025-writing-contest.html

Aldo & Estella Leopold Residency for Writers
APPLICATIONS DUE FEBRUARY 16, 2025
An inspiring retreat for professional environmental writers at “Mi Casita”, Aldo and Estella’s first home in 
northern New Mexico, the Aldo and Estella Leopold Residency provides a one-month residency with stipend 
for writers and respected thinkers interested in reshaping the cultural story about the relationship between 
humans and Nature. Learn more and apply at: https://www.leopoldwritingprogram.org/residency.html

Bird Counting Party in the Galisteo Basin
SANTA FE CONSERVATION TRUST
FEBRUARY 15, 8:00-10:00 a.m. 
Volunteers will again gather at the SFCT’s Galisteo Property for a bird count we are implementing to support 
the Cornell Lab Bird Grant designe to help improve the rangeland and riparian habitats at the Galisteo Prop-
erty. For more info & to RSVP: https://secure.qgiv.com/for/eventregistration/event/whatsthatbirdcopy/

Lands, Water & Wildlife Day at the Roundhouse
FEBRUARY 20, 9:00-2:00, State Capitol in Santa Fe 
Join AWF and other community and fellow advocates for Lands, Water & Wildlife Day at the Roundhouse. 
Feel free to join for any part of the day, and the Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra Club has an RSVP form at:
https://act.sierraclub.org/events/details?id=701Po00000dj44DIAQ&formcampaignid=701Po00000YZhJWIA1

9th Annual Rio Chama Congreso
FEBRUARY 27, 28 & MARCH 1, Ghost Ranch Event Center, Abiquiu
Join the Rio Chama Congreso and 2-3-2 Partnership for three days of learn-
ing and connecting about the state of the Rio Chama watershed, including 
joint field trips looking at projects in the Rio Chama watershed. More info 
and registration at: https://www.sanjuanchama.org/

2025 Land and Water Summit
MARCH 5-7, Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, Albuquerque
Join us as we explore nature-based solutions to land and water resource management as a means of climate 
change adaption. For more info and to register: https://www.landandwatersummitnm.org/

   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

https://www.leopoldwritingprogram.org/2025-writing-contest.html
https://www.leopoldwritingprogram.org/residency.html
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/eventregistration/event/whatsthatbirdcopy/
https://act.sierraclub.org/events/details?id=701Po00000dj44DIAQ&formcampaignid=701Po00000YZhJWIA1
https://www.sanjuanchama.org/
https://www.landandwatersummitnm.org/
mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
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ANNOUNCEMENT & ACTION ALERT

AWF is seeking a reliable truck!
AWF is seeking a new (used) truck to haul our trailer, supplies, food, and various volunteers to remote project 
sites. Because its main duty will be hauling a heavy trailer over questionable roads, the truck will need to be 
tough and reliable, and should be 6 or 8 cylinders (AWF’s current truck is a 2003 Ford F-150).

Because AWF is a lean, all-volunteer organization (our annual revenues and expenses are generally around 
$10,000), we are turning to our amazing member community to ask for any leads you may have on either a 
donated truck or one that can be sold to us at a major discount. 

The good news is that, because we are a 501c3 nonprofit, donations to AWF are tax deductible: if someone 
sells a truck to AWF at less than its Blue Book value, we can provide a charitable donation letter for the differ-
ence between the price we paid and the truck’s value. And of course, for a donated truck we would provide a 
record of donation of the full Blue Book value of the truck!

So if you or someone you know has a lead on a truck that would be a good fit for what we’re seeking, please 
reach out to Phil at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com. Thanks!

Free Virtual Events from the 
Aldo Leopold Foundation

FEBRUARY 13, 2025, 6:00 pm 
THE LIGHT EATERS

MARCH 4-6, 2025 
LEOPOLD WEEK

The Aldo Leopold Foundation is hosting 
free online presentations from authors Zoë 
Schlanger (The Light Eaters); Margaret Renkl 
(The Comfort of Crows); Camille T. Dungy 
(Soil); and Amy Tan (The Backyard Bird 
Chronicles). 

RSVP at: 
https://www.aldoleopold.org/news-and-
events/upcoming-programs

mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
https://www.aldoleopold.org/news-and-events/upcoming-programs
https://www.aldoleopold.org/news-and-events/upcoming-programs


AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student  ___________
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold in 1914 
and dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


