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New Year Brings New Opportunities for New Mexico’s Public Lands

Just as it did in 2014, at the end of 2015 Congress passed
an omnibus bill that included some important provisions
for New Mexico's public lands.

First, the bill renewed the Land and Water Conservation
Fund for three years. This fund, established in 1965, uses
royalties from offshore oil and gas drilling to acquire pub-
lic lands for conservation and recreation. It has paid for the
acquisition of some of iconic public lands in New Mexico,
including the Valles Caldera National Preserve and Valle
de Oro National Wildlife Refuge. Although conservation-
ists were hoping to see the fund permanently authorized,
it was a relief to see it renewed after it expired at the end
of September. In addition, the $450 million authorized for
2016 nearly doubles the 2015 budget.

The federal budget bill also included new money to help
manage the Rio Grande del Norte national monument,
established in northern New Mexico in 2013. This marks
the first time since the monument’s creation that the BLM
office overseeing it will have additional money for wildlife
surveys, new staff positions, and acquiring private land
within the boundaries of the monument.

Meanwhile, the New Mexico Game Commission recently
voted to reject a State Wildlife Action Plan prepared by
Game and Fish Department biologists. The plan identi-
fied approximately 450 “species of greatest conservation
need” and recommended measures to protect them. The
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commission decided not to approve the plan after ranch-
ers and oil company representatives complained that the
plan identified “too many” species. New Mexico is now
the only state without an approved plan, and if it fails to
approve one soon our state will no longer receive approxi-
mately $800,000 in federal funding annually to protect
wildlife species.

As AWF’s newly elected President, I look forward to con-
tinuing to keep you informed about important develop-
ments like these—and letting you know how you can make
a difference for New Mexicos wildlife and wild lands. It
is a big honor and profound responsibility to be carrying
forward the legacy of an organization founded by Aldo
Leopold over a century ago. Thankfully, I am not in this
alone. AWF has thrived throughout its history thanks to
a whole community of enthusiastic, dedicated volunteers
who believe in the work we do, and I am excited to work
with all of you on our monthly educational programs, our
inspiring restoration service projects, and our advocacy
on behalf of New Mexicos wildlife!

Kristina 4 Fisher
AW F President



ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION, EST. 1914 ~> THE PINE CONE, JANUARY 2016

2016 VOLUNTEER RESTORATION PROJECTS

The AWF Projects Committee will be meeting on January
10 to plan the schedule of this year’s volunteer ecological
restoration service projects. If you have ideas for projects
or would like to be involved in the planning process, please
contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com. The 2016 schedule of
projects will be included in next month’s newsletter.

NO AWF MEETING IN JANUARY — SEE YOU IN FEBRUARY!

Do you have ideas about speakers or topics you would like to see at AWF’s 2016 meetings?

Please email them to abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS TO THE 2016 AWF BOARD!

As an all-volunteer organization, AWF relies on its board to or-
ganize our restoration service projects and monthly educational
presentations, as well as to sustain the mission of the organiza-
tion from generation to generation.

We thank last year’s board members for continuing their service
and welcome new board member Phil Carter. Looking forward
to a great 2016 for AWF!

AWF BOARD 2016

OFFICERS

President — Kristina G. Fisher
Vice President — Cameron Weber
Treasurer — Laurie Marnell
Secretary — Toby Rosenblatt

DIRECTORS

Stephen Bohannon

Phil Carter

Dennis Muirhead

Glenda Muirhead
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Bob Tilley

Kristin Van Fleet

Bill Zeedyk
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

A National Geographic View of the Arctic Islands

TUESDAY JANUARY 5, 2015, 7:00 p.m.

PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER, Los Alamos

Steve Becker, president of the Pajarito Astronomy Club, presents his film
about nature in a remote part of the globe that has only recently opened
to eco-tourists. Before the film, Steve will give a brief introduction about his
3-week voyage on the National Geographic/Lindblad Explorer. The film covers
his journey to West Greenland and the North Canadian Islands, a fascinating
and demanding part of the globe. For more information: http://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=11477

t Solar Observing

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 2016, 11:00 a.m.

. CERRILLOS HILLS STATE PARK, Cerrillos, NM

~ Just after Earth’s closest approach to the Sun, it is the perfect time to learn
about our analemma kiosk and catch views of sunspots and prominences
_ through solar telescopes. Program starts promptly at 11 am. Meet in the main
parking lot, %2 mile north of Cerrillos village on County Road 59.

Cost: S5 exact change cash or check per vehicle or free with a valid New Mex-
ico State Parks pass. More info: http://www.cerrilloshills.org/events/solar-observing-3

Join the New Mexico Wildlife Federation for a
Rally in Support of Our Public Lands!
Thursday, January 21, 2:00 p.m,, State Gapitol Building

If you hike, camp, hunt, or fish on Forest Service and BLM lands, join the
New Mexico Wildlife Federation for a rally in support of keeping these na-
tional lands in public hands. There is a movement to seize millions of acres
of national public lands and turn them over to individual states, including
New Mexico. If this happens, New Mexicans will lose access to lands we have
hunted, fished, and enjoyed for generations.Tell policymakers that you op-
pose efforts to transfer our national forests, BLM, National Wildlife Refuges
and other federal lands!

Send your event 'mfovmaﬂon to: abqwi[d['g%%deraﬁon@ gmai[.com!




MAKE THE NEXT 100 YEARS POSSIBLE:

JOIN THE ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION!

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation has survived and thrived for over a century thanks to the dedication and
generosity of generations of members. We encourage you to join this proud legacy by becoming a contributing
member and helping support AWF’s restoration service projects, monthly environmental education presentations,
and other special events.

Along with becoming a member, you can support AWF’s

\ ] S - work by purchasing one of our Valles Caldera commemo-
a 1 le b C a 1 L{ e r a rative T-shirts, designed by graphic artist and AWF board
member Stephen Bohannon. It is printed on an organic

cotton shirt and available in sizes S, M, L, & XL.
Price: $20 Shipping: $5

To order, mail in the form below or email your order to:
abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
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AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

since 1914 —=

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

3 Yes, I'd like to join AWF! 3 This is a gift membership from:

name(s):

address:

city, state, zip:

phone: email:

(O Student (under 18) __ S10

3 Individual $25 Dues: $
3 Family $35 G

0 Sustaining $50-99 Extra Contribution: $
(J Patron $100 T-shirt & Shipping: $
3 Lifetime $500 (one-time payment) TOTAL ENCLOSED: $
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