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This month marks 108 years since the Albuquerque 
Wildlife Federation was founded by Aldo Leopold and 
a group of local hunters and anglers.

Their vision for the group was a far-sighted one. Hav-
ing seen the extinction of the passenger pigeon, which 
once numbered in the billions, and the near-oblitera-
tion of the American bison, AWF’s founders were wor-
ried that if they failed to act, only remnants of wildlife 
would remain for future generations to enjoy.

So they came together to urge New Mexico lawmakers 
to establish a game commission that would protect spe-
cies in the state from overhunting, and they prevailed 
upon federal policymakers to pass the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act and create a national system of wildlife ref-
uges. Many of their efforts succeeded, and thanks to 
their work, we don’t just have to “remember the buf-
falo” – as AWF’s original motto put it – we can see 
them grazing, their numbers up from a few hundred in 
Leopold’s day to half a million now.

Today, the heart of AWF’s work has shifted from ad-
vocacy to ecological restoration projects, but our work 
remains grounded in a sense of deep time. We witness 
what is, imagine what once was, and envision what can 
be in the future, with effort, time, and care.

As we stand on a dry meadow riven by a deep gully, 
we imagine how, years ago, a road must have captured 

a river and cut through rich wetland soil, draining the 
water away and drying out the landscape. We also know 
that it is possible to reverse and repair that damage, and 
we can envision, on the distant horizon, a diverse eco-
system restored to health and resilient in a changed and 
challenging climate. The work that we do in the pres-
ent, as we place rocks or logs to slow the water, capture 
sediment, lift the streambed, and grow vegetation, little 
by little, year by year, creates that better landscape for 
the future. 

While 108 years is an impressively long time for an all-
volunteer nonprofit to have continued to thrive, it is 
in keeping with what AWF has always been. As long as 
there is a need for a group to bring together volunteers 
to work on behalf of New Mexico’s wildlife, AWF’s 
story will continue, adapting and evolving according 
to the knowledge and needs of each new generation.

Reflections on AWF’s 108th Birthday
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2022 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 5 & 6..............Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge
April 1-3.....................Ft. Union Ranch
April 22-24.................Red Canyon Reserve
June 10-12..................Gutierrez Family Ranch
July 22-24...................San Ignacio Post-Fire Response
August 12-14...............Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM 
September 2-5.............Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
TBD..........................Ft. Union/Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
October 7-9.................Rolling Hills Ranch
October 28-30.............Cebolla Canyon
November 5................Day project at Cedro Creek

AWF BOARD 2022
OFFICERS
President – Cameron Weber
Vice President – Phil Carter
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS
Lia Griesser
Rachel Moore
Toby Rosenblatt
Barbara Rosensimon
Paul Ross
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson
Bob Tilley
Mara Yarbrough
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus

LOCATION: San Ignacio, near Sapello, New Mexico

THE PROJECT: This month, AWF will be assisting a landowner in San 
Ignacio, NM whose land was impacted by the Hermit’s Peak-Calf Canyon 
Fire. The forested hillslopes on the land burned hot, with heavy tree mor-
tality. We will be building rock and log structures in two small arroyos to 
help reduce ash and debris flows into Manuelitas Creek and to hold soil 
to speed the recovery of vegetation. We will be camping in a meadow on 
a different landowner’s property in Sapello, NM, and carpooling about 
eight miles from there to the worksite.

SCHEDULE: Friday, July 22 – Sunday, July 24
Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate. 
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for 
just one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and resto-
ration work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy 
boots, and sunscreen. We recommend bringing clothes you don’t mind 
getting very dirty, as well as a change of shoes and waterproof boots or 
boots you don’t mind getting wet and muddy. Rain gear, layers, warm 
clothes for the evenings, and plenty of water are essential.
 

FOOD: AWF will provide coffee and breakfast burritos on Saturday 
morning and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a 
dish to share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunch-
es, Friday dinner, Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Email Kristina at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

JULY 22-24, 2022 SERVICE PROJECT: San Ignacio Post-Fire Restoration
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RECAP OF JUNE 10-12, 2022 PROJECT: GUTIERREZ RANCH

On a hot weekend in June, a hardy crew of AWF volunteers completed a 
restoration project on a ranch that has been in the family of Patrick Gutier-
rez, whom we have worked with at the Hermit’s Peak Watershed Alliance, 
since the 1700s. The ranch sits near the top of Cañon Largo, lower portions 
of which are publicly accessible in the Sabinoso Wilderness. On the Gutier-
rez ranch, springs feed an old orchard, and perennial pools provide habitat 
for small fish, frogs, and turtles.

Most of our work focused on two drainages near the ranch house, where we 
built a series of rock structures to slow and spread water. We also thinned 
brush and junipers and placed the cuttings to reduce erosion. A couple of 
volunteers also repaired and rebuilt a fence protecting a spring down in the 
canyon. Although our work hours were limited by the heat of the day, an 
impressive amount was accomplished, and we are all excited to see the dif-
ference it will make now that the rains have arrived.

Thanks, Volunteers!
Joel A. Baca
Phil Carter

Candace Duran
Russ Duran

Kristina G. Fisher
Tera Gambill

J. Mark Grazier
Patrick Gutierrez

Jamie Head 
Cathy Lawrie

Laurie Marnell
Anabella Miller

Brian Miller
Kennis Romero
Toby Rosenblatt

Babara Rosensimon
Sean Solowiej

Marilynn Szydlowski 
Hamish Thomson
Cameron Weber

     See more photos of AWF’s restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!



ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
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Hermit’s Peak Watershed Alliance Post-Fire Recovery Work 
Days - Volunteers Needed!
EVERY SATURDAY, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Join Hermit’s Peak Watershed Alliance’s staff in the Gallinas Canyon each 
Saturday throughout the summer to help private landowners with flood 
mitigation, soil stabilization and erosion control and seeding to restore 
plant cover. Volunteers should wear heavy boots, a hat and sunscreen. 
Bring your water bottle and work gloves and a lunch, if you’d like. All tools, 

materials and seed will be provided. Youth must be 16 years old and be accompanied by a parent or guardian. 
To sign up to volunteer: https://hermitspeakwatersheds.org/3233-2/

Post-Fire Mitigation Field Day in the Upper Mora Valley
SATURDAY, JULY 16, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
The effects of fire on soils and ecology are site-specific, but by focusing on an area that is fairly represent-
able and translatable to others, we will demonstrate a range of vegetation and burn-intensity patterns in the 
post-fire landscape. We’ll prepare some examples of simple ways to slow erosion and run-off that community 
members can use on their own property. Participants will have the opportunity to talk about their own land if 
they wish. High Watermark staff will be on hand to answer questions and offer advice. To sign up: 
https://www.nmhealthysoil.org/2022/06/26/post-fire-mitigation-field-day-upper-mora-valley/

Butterfly Rambles
SATURDAY, JULY 16 & SATURDAY, JULY 23
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER
Join PEEC for a butterfly “ramble” to traverse different habitats in Los Alamos County, 
with a primary focus on identifying and learning about butterflies, weather permitting. 
The leaders will discuss butterfly behavior and life cycles, depending on the knowledge 
and interest of participants. The July 16 ramble will take place in Camp May and the July 
23 ramble will take place in Cañon de Valle, both in Los Alamos County. For more info:
July 16 ramble: https://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=41566
July 23 ramble: https://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=41571

Wildlife & Water Management on Working Lands - Field Day at Berlier Ranch
FRIDAY, JULY 22, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., Encino, NM
QUIVIRA COALITION
Participants will hear from Rancher Jim Berlier about his grazing management and local wildlife, and from 
ranch partners about prescribed burning, windmills (construction, land restoration, impacts on birds, etc.), 
local wildlife (antelopes, birds), the Audubon Conservation Ranching Program, and more. 
More info and to sign up: https://quiviracoalition.org/events/berlier-ranch/

Rise from the Ashes
SATURDAY, JULY 23, 2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m., Plaza Park, Las Vegas, NM
NEW MEXICO WILD - LATINO CONSERVATION WEEK
Las Vegas and Mora Celebrate the Resilience of our People, Culture, Land and Water. 
Join NM Wild for the Rise from the ashes event, with live music from Bandalegre and 
free food. For more info: https://www.nmwild.org/event/rise-from-the-ashes/ 



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student  ___________
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


