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conservationists since 1914

New Book Celebrates 110 Years of AWF & Four Decades of Restoration Work!

“We abuse land because we regard it as a commodity
belonging to us. When we see land as a community
to which we belong, we may begin to use it with love
and respect.”

-Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac

One hundred and ten years ago, on July 21, 1914,
Aldo Leopold gathered with other New Mexico conser-
vationists to launch the Albuquerque Game Protective
Association, as AWF was originally titled.

Even as it has retained its core structure as an all-volun-
teer organization, AWF has evolved through the years,
broadening its perspective from a voice for hunters and
anglers to a wider lens of conservation. In its most re-
cent chapter, dating to the 1980s, AWF has become
one of the leading groups in the state organizing hands-
on ecological restoration projects, which bring together
volunteers to directly improve wildlife habitat on pub-
lic and private lands.

Six years ago, Bill Zeedyk suggested to me that we
should compile a history of AWF’s ecological resto-
ration accomplishments. He and I have slowly and
steadily chipped away at this project ever since, and we
are excited to share the final product as AWF marks its
110th anniversary.

Inside this Issue:
July Restoration Project in Gallinas
Recap of June Restoration Project

Events of Interest

Membership Form

Restoring the Community to Which We Belong: A Selected
History of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation’s Volun-
teer Ecological Restoration Service Projects 1980-2023
traces the last four
decades of AWF’s res-
toration work across
New Mexico. It pro-

RESTORING THE COMMUNITY TO WHICH WE BELONG
A Setcreo Histoes of T Ausucussout Wintust Frosranon's
WVowwmries Ecowogou, Resroramon Sempct ProscTs
1980-2023

files seven legacy sites
where AWF  volun-
teers have worked for
many years, including
Cedro Creek, Cebolla
Canyon, Valle Vidal,
and Limestone Can-
yon, and tells the story §
of how AWF’s annual
projects have helped knit together both ecological and

human communities through the work of restoration.

We are grateful to the more than 30 AWF members,
past and present, whose photos and recollections make
up the heart of this narrative, and especially to Tamara
Gadzia who generously donated her time and expertise
to stitching all the pieces together into a wonderfully
appealing and readable book format.

You can download a pdf or order a printed copy of
Restoring the Community to Which We Belong on AWF’s
website at: https://abq.nmwildlife.org/awf-book.html

We hope this written record of the first generation of
AWF’s ecological restoration work will inspire readers
to continue building on this impressive legacy through
the next century and beyond.

Kristina q; Fisher


https://abq.nmwildlife.org/awf-book.html
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JULY 19-21, 2024 SERVICE PROJECT: Gallinas Canyon

LOCATION: Gallinas Canyon, near Las Vegas, NM

THE PROJECT: For this project, AWF is partnering with the Hermit’s
Peak Watershed Alliance to assist landowners in the Gallinas Canyon
whose properties were impacted by the 2022 Hermit’s Peak-Calf Canyon
Fire. We will be building rock and log structures to help mitigate post-fire
erosion and flooding and encourage the recovery of vegetation. We will be
camping on the property near the worksite.

SCHEDULE: Friday, July 19 — Sunday, July 21

Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate.
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for just
one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and resto-
ration work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy
boots, and sunscreen. We recommend bringing clothes you don’t mind get-
ting very dirty, as well as a change of shoes and waterproof boots (or boots
you don’t mind getting muddy). Rain gear, layers, warm clothes for the
evenings, and plenty of water are essential.

FOOD: AWF will provide coffee and breakfast burritos on Saturday morn-
ing and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to
share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday
dinner, Sunday breakfast, plate, cup, and eating utensils and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Email Kristina at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

2024 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR AWF BOARD 2024

o1 11 OFFICERS
Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge e FR i

Wolf Creek, Ft. Union Ranch Vice President — Cameron Weber

Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge [reasurer = Laurie Marnell
Secretary — Kristina G. Fisher
Rito Penias Negras

DIRECTORS
June 21-23 San Antonio Creek, Jemez Mtns Abe Aufdermauer

Rod Flores
Lia Griesser

July 19-21 Gallinas Post-Fire Restoration
August 9-11 Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM Toby Rosenblatt

Barbara Rosensimon

Michael “Scial” Scialdone
September 21 Galisteo Basin Sean Solowiej

October 4-6 Cebolla Canyon, El Malpais Hamish Thomson

Bob Tilley

October 26 Cedro Creek, Tijeras Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus

August 30-Sept 1 Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
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RECAP OF JUNE 21-23, 2024 PROJECT: SAN ANTONIO CREEK, JEMEZ

Thanks, Vilanteers!

Abe Aufdermauer
Betty Bastai
Jack Becker
Jody Bickel

Angie Blackwelder

Brent Bonwell
Phil Carter
Steve Daly

Candace Duran
Russ Duran

Kristina G. Fisher
Rod Flores

Mathew Freeman

Alison George
Finn Gregor
Jennifer Leon
Peter Lukes
Michelle Lute
Meredith Maines
Laurie Marnell
Sharon Miles
Quintin Muhlenkamp
Laura Murphy
Bob Nordstrum
Toby Rosenblatt
Barbara Rosensimon
Brandy Royet
Scial
Marilynn Szydlowski
Hamish Thomson
Cameron Weber
Reid Whittlesey
Emily Wolf
Ralph Wrons

Last month AWF returned to the Jemez Mountains for another project in
partnership with Rio Grande Return, this one along the San Antonio Creek
just outside Valles Caldera National Preserve. Similar to the Rito Pefias
Negras project, volunteers constructed a series of Beaver Dam Analogs
(BDAs) to reconnect the creek with its floodplain.

Trained sawyers Abe and Finn selectively thinned small trees, and other
volunteers trimmed them down to size and wove them into dense, woody
dams. This month’s work was more challenging than last month’s, as sev-
eral days of rain had brought the creek to a minor flood stage (as well as cut
deep gullies into the Forest Service access road to the campsite!). Mean-
while, other volunteers worked on shoring up the exclosure fences that pro-
tected the creek from overgrazing by elk and cattle.

The Rio Grande Return crew explained how much wider and healthier the
riparian wetlands were since they first began installing BDAs in this section
of the creek over a decade ago, and it was gratifying to see the immediate
response to our work on Saturday, with water spreading into new areas. We
look forward to returning to the Jemez next year and seeing whether bea-
vers have moved into any of the areas we worked in this summer.
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Help New Mexicans Impacted by Recent Wildfires

The South Fork and Salt fires, which ignited on June 17, burned through thousands of acres and destroyed
hundreds of homes on Mescalero Apache land and in and around Ruidoso, NM, driven by high winds, hot
temperatures, and low humidity. The burn area also continues to be hit by severe storms and flash flooding,
together leaving many New Mexicans displaced. To help with recovery efforts, this Santa Fe Fireshed Coalition
has compiled a list of resources to help those affected by the fires:

https://www.santafefireshed.org/blog2/2024/6/26/supporting-communities

Owl Box WorkShOp Chama Peak Land Allianc
TUESDAY, JULY 9, 3:00-5:00 p.m., Abiquiu Backyard Biodiversity S

CHAMA PEAK ALLIANCE Owl Box Workshop
Come learn how to make a Barn Owl box and use nature to control
pocket gophers. To reserve a spot, email sage@chamapeak.org or
call 505-490-2822

- LAND ALLIANCE -

9, 2024
0 PM

Searching for the Southwest Spring Firefly

THURSDAY, JULY 11, 9:30-10:30 a.m., online

SKY ISLAND ALLIANCE

Join the Sky Island Alliance for a virtual Coffee Break to learn more
about the Southwest spring firefly (Bicellonycha wickershamorum), a nocturnal species associated with
permanent streams and marshy areas in the Sky Islands and surrounding foothills of southern Arizona and
New Mexico. This rare firefly is currently under review for Endangered Species Act listing. For this talk, we’ll
be joined by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service biologist Rachel Laura and Xerces Society biologist Candace Fallon.
They’ll discuss this firefly’s life history and the threats it faces, efforts to map its distribution, current research
and conservation needs, and the ESA listing process.

Sign up at: https://www.mobilize.us/skyislandalliance/event/640624/

MEET IN THE B.

Aldo & Estella Leopold Residency Lecture: The Past and Future of the California Grizzly Bear

by Peter Alagona

THURSDAY, JULY 25, 5:30-7:00 p.m.

SOMOS Salon & Bookshop, 108 Civic Plaza Drive Taos NM 87571

Peter Alagona is an environmental historian, historian of science, conservation scientist, and nature-culture
geographer. His work explores what happens when humans share space and resources with other species,
how we interact with non-human creatures, how we make sense of these interactions, why we fight so much
about them, what we can learn from them, and how we might use these lessons to foster a more just, peace-
ful, humane, and sustainable society. In this talk, Peter will trace the history of grizzly bears, from the false
stories we have been told about them to the exciting efforts to reintroduce the species in California.

Send your event information to: abqwild['gf@federaﬁon@ gmai[.com.’



https://www.santafefireshed.org/blog2/2024/6/26/supporting-communities

JOIN US!

Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members.

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by
becoming a member or renewing your membership.

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | RO. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

3 Yes, I'd like to join AWF! 3 This is a gift membership from:

name(s):

address:

city, state, zip:

phone: email:

O Student $10

3 Individual $25

3 Family S35 Dues: $
3 Sustaining $50-99 I

3 Patron $100 Extra Contribution: $

O Lifetime $500 (one-time payment) TOTAL ENCLOSED: $



