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Chipping Away at Our Public Borderlands

First, the really good news: thanks to opposition from
across the political spectrum, over the past few days
language was removed from the federal budget bill that
would have mandated the sale of 3.3 million acres of
our public lands, and allowed the sale of more than
294 million acres! Stopping this public land sell-off is a
huge win. Yet other threats to our public lands remain.

During the first Trump administration, a border wall
began to replace the bollards that had once blocked ve-
hicle traffic but allowed wildlife to pass. Mile by mile,
critical habitat for jaguars, ocelots, javelina, lobos, and
other wildlife was severed, isolating populations from
one another and blocking ancient migratory paths.

Now the border wall is continuing to expand—ijust
last month the Department of Homeland Security
waived all environmental laws to speed construction
of 20 more miles of wall in New Mexico and 16 in
Arizona—and its impacts are being compounded by
the transfer of around 110,000 acres in southern New
Mexico from the Bureau of Land Management to the
U.S. military.

In places, this new military zone cuts as deep as 3.5
miles into New Mexico, removing 400 square miles
from public access. And although that new internal
border is not marked with any signs on the New Mex-
ico side, the federal government has pledged to pros-
ecute anyone who trespasses into the newly-designated
military zone—raising questions about what might
happen to New Mexico hikers or hunters who cross
into it inadvertently.
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The southernmost point of the Continental Divide Na-
tional Scenic Trail falls within this military zone, which
also encompasses state trust lands and portions of three
New Mexico Game and Fish Hunt Units. It goes right
up to the edge of the Potrillo Mountains Wilderness,
as well as Wilderness Study Areas in the Big Hatchet
Mountains and Alamo Hueco mountains. As the BLM
webpage for the latter explains: “the desert scenery, ar-
chaeological sites, and wildlife diversity make this area
unique. Wildlife species include javelina, Montezuma
quail, desert bighorn sheep, mountain lions, golden
cagles, red-tailed hawks, and prairie falcons.”

When the border wall first began to be built, nonprofit
groups and citizen scientists were able to document the
impact on wildlife, setting out cameras that captured
animals trying desperately to find a place to cross, and
sometimes dying in the attempt. There was at least a re-
cord of the harm being done to these ecosystems. Now
that the lands are off limits, there will be no one to see.

This land is our land, and we have a voice in how it
is managed. New Mexico’s congressional delegation is
already raising concerns about this loss of our natural
heritage: encourage them to continue fighting for bor-
der policies that protect public access to public lands
and that preserve essential wildlife corridors.
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JULY 11-13, 2025 SERVICE PROJECT: L BAR RANCH

LOCATION: L Bar Ranch near Laguna

THE PROJECT: Join AWF for our first project on this 54,000-acre prop-
erty, which was acquired by the New Mexico Department of Wildlife in
2022 and connected to the adjoining Marquez Wildlife area to create the
largest state-owned recreational property in New Mexico. Volunteers will
have a unique opportunity to camp on this land, which is not currently
open to the public for camping. We will be removing fences to improve

habitat connectivity for wildlife, including crucial elk calving areas for
the Mt. Taylor elk herd.

SCHEDULE: Friday, July 11 — Sunday, July 13

Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate.
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for
just one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and resto-
ration work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy
boots, and sunscreen. Rain gear, layers, warm clothes for the evenings and
plenty of water are essential.

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos and coffee/tea on Saturday
morning and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a
dish to share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunch-
es, Friday dinner, Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Email Kristina at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

2025 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 15 Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge
April 11-13 Higgins Canyon, Ft. Union Ranch
April 26 Galisteo Basin

Turkey Mountains, Ft. Union Ranch
Rito Penias Negras

June 20-22

July 11-13
August 15-17
August 29-31
September 19-21
October 3-5

October 25

Rio San Antonio, Jemez Mtns
L Bar Ranch near Laguna

Midnight Meadows near Questa

Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
Rio Embudo, Dixon

Cebolla Canyon, El Malpais

Cedro Creek, Tijeras

AWF BOARD 2025

OFFICERS

President — Phil Carter

Vice President — Cameron Weber
Treasurer — Laurie Marnell
Secretary — Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS

Abe Aufdermauer

Rod Flores

Finn Gregor

Lia Griesser

Quintin Mublenkamp
10by Rosenblatt

Barbara Rosensimon
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson

Bob Tilley

Alexcia Trujillo

Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus
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RECAP OF JUNE 20-22, 2025 PROJECT: SAN ANTONIO, JEMEZ

Thanks, Vilunteers!

Brian Alexander
Miles Alexander
Abe Aufdermauer
Betty Bastai
Matthew Blood-Smyth
Brent Bonwell
Katie Bruell
Phil Carter
Lance Clapham
Zach Causey
Tanya Critchfield
Jennifer D’Annibale
Stephen D’Annibale
Maude Dinan
Kristina G. Fisher
Roderick Flores
Alison George
Rin Kennison
Marybelle H. Krzyzkowski
William Krzyzkowski
Rylee Hostrowser
Sharon Miles
Charlie Moore
Laura Murphy
Bob Nordstrum
Maria Roberts
Toby Rosenblatt
Scial
Hamish Thomson
Peter Watson
Cameron Weber
Andrew West
Leza Wimett
Daryl Woolems

Over the summer solstice weekend, AWF partnered with Rio Grande Re-
turn and the National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA) to build a
series of Beaver Dam Analogs (BDAs) along San Antonio Creek on the
west side of the Valles Caldera National Preserve. Volunteers also worked
to improve the fencing around exclosures that protect young cottonwoods
and willows that have been planted along the creek.

BDAs built along San Antonio Creek in past years are already nurturing
an expanding band of deep green sedges, rushes, and other wetland plants
across the bottom of the valley. This year, we added height and width to
several existing BDAs, and enjoyed watching the immediate response as
water seeped outward to feed more of the meadow. We enjoyed perfect
working weather and a terrific Saturday evening potluck. It was great to
have this opportunity to build on AWF’s nearly two-decade history of resto-
ration in and around the Valles Caldera, and we look forward to continuing
our partnership with Rio Grande Return and NPCA!
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Thinking Like Water:

A Five-Part Documentary Film Series
NOW AVAILABLE FOR STREAMING AT www.ThinkingLikeWater.com!

Part biography, part how-to, New Mexico’s own “Water Wizard” Bill Zeedyk (and his pro-
teges and allies, including AWF) illustrate a proven toolbox of simple, low-tech, low-cost
methods to restore degraded lands. They work with nature, rather than against her, to
mitigate the extremes of drought and flood while fostering climate resiliency.

AWF is included in Episodes 1 and 5, and is featured prominently in Episode 3.

Restoration in New Mexico’s Sky Islands

JULY 7-11, Peloncillo Mountains

The Sky Islands Alliance and the Amphibian and Reptile Conservancy are hosting volunteer days in the Pelon-
cillo Mountains to restore water impoundments for the benefit of Sonora mud turtles and Chiricahua leopard
frogs. Folks will be camping onsite, and you’re welcome to join any or all days. The workshop is limited in space
and lunch is provided. For more info:
https://skyislandalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/PeloncilloMtsRestorationFlyer.png

é:TREE NEW MEXICO
2025 Tree Stewards
4V Program

Do you love trees? Do you want fo increase the

number of trees and their health in your
community? Become a Tree Steward!

For a syllabus and application

go to bit.ly/TNMstewards

or email The NM Tree Stewards Program spends 14

educationetreenm.org. weeks exploring urban forestry through a
collaborative volunteer training program

taught by experts in the field.
Instruction runs August through October.
Tree Stewards learn to identify NM trees and

how to care for them through online and

in-person classes, workshops, and field trips.
After completing the training, tree stewards
will have numerous volunteer opportunities to

share and apply their tree knowledge.

Applications will be accepted from June 1to
July 1. Program cost is $150. Limited
Scholarships are Available.


https://skyislandalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/PeloncilloMtsRestorationFlyer.png
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Volunteer Stream
Restoration Day

San Antonio Creek,
Santa Fe National Forest

=Eg P W NRRN LY U NN A e P AT e\

Curious about beaver habitat restoration? Join
Rio Grande Return to build beaver dam analogs

. 2 GRANDE RET
and construct fencing that protects habitat. wo U

How You Can Participate
e Volunteer
Spend the day building instream structures, or
helping repair the Valles Caldera National Preserve E\lel'|‘|l Dd"'e

boundary fence. Indicate your activity preference

when you RSVP. Wednesdc:y
Learn July 9, 2025

Learn about the role of beaver mimicry in improving 9am - 3pm
water quality, storing water, expanding wetlands '
and creating wildlife habitat. Our San Antonio
Creek beaver habitat project features willows and .
cottonwoods, beaver dam analogs, post-assisted Location
log structures, large woody debris structures and San Antonio
exclosure fencing. : Croak

I

¥ihatioEring _ Valles Caldera
Food, water, work gloves, warm clothing, muck

boots/hiking boots, hat/sunscreen, AWD vehicle National Preserve
with good clearance.

s Karen Menetrey
RSVP by email before the kareneriograndereturn.org

prior N\Othy to: 505-603-1328




JOIN US!

Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold in 1914
and dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members.

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by

becoming a member or renewing your membership.

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | RO. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

3 Yes, I'd like to join AWF! 3 This is a gift membership from:

name(s):

address:

city, state, zip:

phone: email:

O Student $S10

O Individual $25

3 Family S35 Dues: S
3 Sustaining $50-99 I

3 Patron $100 Extra Contribution: $

O Lifetime $500 (one-time payment) TOTAL ENCLOSED: $



