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conservationists since 1914

AWF and the U.S. Forest Service

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation owes its existence
to the U.S. Forest Service.

Back in 1909, a young Aldo Leopold joined the newly
created Forest Service as soon as he graduated from the
Yale School of Forestry. He was assigned to the Arizona
and New Mexico territories, and by 1914, Leopold was
living in Albuquerque and authoring the Forest Ser-
vice’s first game and fish management handbook.

On July 21, 1914, 112 years ago this month, Leopold
organized the first meeting of the Albuquerque Game
Protective Association, which evolved into AWE

Leopold was only the first of AWF’s many connections
to the Forest Service. Since the early 1980s, much of
our work has been guided and inspired by Bill Zeedyk,
who developed the techniques we use in our volunteer
ecological restoration projects.

Like Aldo, Bill spent his career in the Forest Service,
serving in positions that ranged from wildlife biologist
to the National Coordinator of the US Forest Service
Endangered Species Program. His work brought him to
New Mexico in 1977, and he remained with the Forest
Service until he retired in 1990. Bill helped AWF forge

partnerships with forest managers across the state.

The Forest Service is now facing some the biggest chal-
lenges since its inception over a century ago. Earlier this
year, the Trump administration announced that the
headquarters of the agency will be moved from Washing-
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ton, DC to Salt Lake City; the nine regional offices will
be closed; and 57 of the agency’s 77 research facilities will
be shuttered. The Forest Service has already lost around
16% of its workforce since January 2025, and these new
moves are projected to force out thousands more em-
ployees. When the Bureau of Land Management head-
quarters was moved from DC to Grand Junction, CO
during Trump’s first term, only 41 of the 328 employees
in that main office actually relocated. The rest left.

AWF values USFS not just as a matter of history and
legacy, but as one of our most vital partners. Our resto-
ration projects take place on Forest Service lands from
the Carson National Forest on the state’s northern bor-
der to the Magdalena Ranger District in the southwest.
Some of our best champions and partners through the
years have been and continue to be Forest Service per-
sonnel, carrying on the spirit of land stewardship that
inspired Leopold over a century ago.

The proposed changes to the Forest Service are fac-
ing pushback, so we still have a chance to protect this
agency that manages 193 million acres of our beauti-
ful and precious public lands. You can join the many
conservationists who are speaking up by contacting your
members of Congress and urging them to oppose any
changes to the Forest Service that would undermine the

agency’s ability to steward our forests and grasslands for
the long-term benefit of the American people, to whom

hese lands belong.
t Y Ratia G Fisker


https://www.wilderness.org/articles/blog/admin-claws-national-forests-what-will-become-forest-service
https://www.wilderness.org/articles/blog/admin-claws-national-forests-what-will-become-forest-service
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JULY 10-12, 2026 PROJECT: Polvadera Creek, Jemez Mountains

LOCATION: Polvadera Creek in the Jemez Mountains

THE PROJECT: Join AWF for a project along Polvadera Creek in the
Jemez Mountains near Abiquiu. Similar to last month’s project, we will be
partnering with Rio Grande Return to build Beaver Dam Analog structures
that will slow down the water flowing through this system, holding it on
the landscape longer so that it can sink in and sustain more riparian vegeta-
tion. There will also be opportunities to build erosion control structures in
heavily eroding ephemeral tributaries.

Dogs are permitted at this project site, with the understanding that their
owners are responsible for keeping them under control and out of the camp
kitchen area, and avoiding conflicts with people and other dogs.

SCHEDULE: Friday, July 10 — Sunday, July 12

Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate.
You are welcome to join us just for the main work day Saturday, or camp
for just one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and res-
toration work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, stur-
dy boots, and sunscreen. We recommend bringing a change of shoes,
and waterproof boots or boots you don’t mind getting wet, as we will
be working in and around the flowing creek. Rain gear, layers, warm
clothes for the evenings and plenty of water are essential.

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos and coffee/tea on Saturday
morning and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a
dish to share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunch-
es, Friday dinner, Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Email Cameron at cameron@riograndereturn.org
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

2026 RESTORATION PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 7...ccceeeevneeeen.... Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge

March 21.........e.uuvee.... Rio Puerco, Cuba

April 10-12......ccuvvveee.. . WoIf Creek, Ft. Union Ranch

April 18......ccceeeevvueeee...Cedro Creek, Tijeras

May 15-17......cccevvveeee....Red Canyon Reserve, San Mateo Mtns

June 19-21....................Rito Cafe, Jemez Mountains

July 10-12.....................Polvadera Creek, Jemez Mountains
August 14-16................Manuelitas Creek, near Las Vegas
September 4-6..............Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
October 2-4..................Cebolla Canyon, El Malpais
October 23-25..............Rio Embudo, Dixon

November 7......cccevvueee..Cedro Creek, Tijeras

AWF BOARD 2026

OFFICERS

President — Phil Carter

Vice President — Cameron Weber
Treasurer — Laurie Marnell
Secretary — Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS

Abe Aufdermauner

Rod Flores

Finn Gregor

Lia Griesser

10by Rosenblatt

Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson

Bob Tilley

Alexcia Trujillo

Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus



mailto:cameron@riograndereturn.org
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RECAP OF JUNE 1921, 2026 PROJECT: RITO CAFE

Restoration for Everyone
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Lyle Aufdermauer
Matthew Blood-Smyth
Brent Bonwell

sderation.org

Kate Brown
Katie Bruell

Peter Callen
PhillCarter Over the summer solstice weekend, AWF partnered with Rio Grande Re-
turn for our first restoration project on the Rito Café, a tributary of the Rito

JIEGES Gt Penas Negras where we worked during the past two years.

Nick Chun
Sean Coston An enthusiastic crew of longtime and first-time volunteers came out to build
Beaver Dam Analogs (BDAs) along a section of the Rito Café. These struc-
tures slow the water, giving it more time to soak into the banks and expand
Erin Gaddis the zone of wetland vegetation — similar to the way beaver dams function.
Jared Lucian Over time, we hope the healthier landscape will attract beavers to return to
Sharon Miles this area and sustain the benefits over the long term.

Kristina G. Fisher

Charlie Moore The Rio Grande Return crew did a great job keeping everyone supplied

Theresa Palmer with posts and branches to weave into BDAs, and the volunteers worked
Marty Peale tirelessly to strip the branches, pound in the posts, and build the structures.

Jessica Rasmussen We completed 11 sizeable BDAs by the end of the work day.

Toby Rosenblatt
Scial
Marilynn Szydlowski
Hamish Thomson
Alexcia Trujillo
Peter Watson
Cameron Weber
Mark Williams
Leza Wimett
Daryl Woolems
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Erosion Control & Mitigation Workshop

FRIDAY, JULY 10, 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Stanley, NM

QUIVIRA COALITION

Join the Quivira Coalition for an all-day workshop at Arroyo Runs Through It, a micro-farm in the east moun-
tains between Santa Fe and Albuquerque. You will learn how to identify types of erosion, read the landscape
to assess where the origin of erosion problems might be occurring, and how to easily build affordable struc-
tures that help control eroding water flow and increase water infiltration. Aaron Kauffman from Southwest
Urban Hydrology will share a quick presentation, and then we’ll start the hands-on work — come ready to
spend the day outside moving rocks! Lunch will be provided.

For more info and to register: https://quiviracoalition.org/events/erosion-control-workshop/

Watershed Morning at Ampersand

SATURDAY, JULY 11, 10:00 a.m., Cerrillos, NM

AMPERSAND SUSTAINABLE LEARNING CENTER

We started this watershed restoration project in 2025. In the first phase we had
large rock vanes installed, turning what used to be eroding cliffs into a bit of

_ vegetated floodplain. The water channel was redirected so that the floodwater
Explore how to work with the natural

B can infiltrate into the ground and create diverse wildlife habitat. We planted
_— Desert Willow, NM Olive, and riparian willow. This year we are installing a series
T e of large grade control structures across the arroyo to help step the water down

ich is provided s??k - a steep elevation change while maintaining stability in the water channel.

' h::ia;: ii"-:.'fﬁi:?ni;': SRS S g 10 am: We tour the restoration project together.

e 11 am: We go hands on, restoring the waterway with your help.

1 pm: We serve you lunch! Please RSVP to amanda@ampersandproject.org
so we have the right amount of food.

www.ampersandproject.org

For more info: https://ampersandproject.org/watershed-morning/ N\ o ¢ NIX r 7
= & =
Pecos Rare Plant Survey R P >
SATURDAY, JULY 18 Q’ Creativity"G::o-n'servation¢A
NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO, SANTA FE CHAPTER feal & o “_"‘“_“ Bty >
Bob Sivinski leads a rare plant survey in the Pecos — participants must = ( @ y =
take NM Rare Plant Watch orientation class in advance to participate esfent Commnt
L . . o SATURDAY
in this survey. The chapter is working on additional survey opportu-
nity in the Jemez for July-August. To ask about participating in this QUG-
event, please email santafe@npsnm.org 2026
The Phoenix Festival 10am
HOSTED BY WILDFRE RESILIENCY

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. TRAINING CENTER €& LUNA

COMMUNITY COLLEGE
366 Luna Dr’ Las Vegas' NM 87701 Activities,Fun,Musicians, Artists
Join the Wildfire Resiliency Training Center for a fun and educational Demonstrations, Information...
day of activities dedicated to celebrating our community and caring L colinteck Vel b
for our beautiful lands. I 505.587.3857

Send your event 'mformaﬁon to: aloqwi[d[gcefedemﬁon@gmai[.com!



https://quiviracoalition.org/events/erosion-control-workshop/
mailto:amanda@ampersandproject.org
https://ampersandproject.org/watershed-morning/
mailto:santafe@npsnm.org
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Stream "
Restoration Day

e

Upper Rio Cebolla,
Jemez Mountains

c 'l.m

Wy T TR

Curious about beaver habitat restoration? Join Rio
Grande Return to build beaver dam analogs.

How You Can Participate

Volunteer

Spend a day building instream structures with us. No
prior experience is needed, just your enthusiasm and
willingness to make a difference.

Learn

Rio Grande Return is continuing our Rio Cebolla
beaver habitat project by planting willows,
installing beaver dam analogs, post-assisted log
structures and large woody debris, and building
exclosure fencing. Learn about the role of beaver
mimicry in improving water quality, storing water,
expanding wetlands and creating wildlife habitat.

What to Bring

Lunch, drinking water, work gloves, warm clothing
(layers), closed toed shoes that can get wet, hat and
sunscreen.

RSVP before the prior
Monday to:

0 GRANDE RETURN
e P S )

Event Date

Wednesday
July 8, 2026
9am - 3pm

Location
Upstream of
Seven Springs
Hatchery.
Directions will be

provided to
those who RSVP.

Karen Menetrey
kareneriograndereturn.org

505-603-1328
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SUMMER PROGRAMS AT THE HISTORIC ALDO LEOPOLD HOUSE

The Leopold Writing Program purchased the Historic Aldo Leopold House at 135 14th Street SW in downtown
Albuquerque in May 2026. We are pleased to invite partners, writers, scientists, and community members
into the house to help us realize our vision: to give new life to the house as a hub for environmental writing.

We are thrilled to share two programs we will be running this summer to realize this vision:

The Environmental Writing Workshop Series

Featuring two of Albuquerque’s renowned literary figures, writer and journalist Laura Paskus and poet and
former Albuquerque Poet Laureate Jessica Helen Lopez, these workshops offer writers of every level a chance
to engage with their literary practice and explore themes of connection to land, self, and community.

Saturday & Sunday, July 18th & 19th

Environmental Writing Workshop:

Connecting with the More-Than-Human-World Through Writing
with Laura Paskus

Saturday & Sunday, August 29th & 30th
Environmental Writing Workshop:
Meditational Writing and Land-Based Healing
with Jessica Helen Lopez

The Backyard Story Series

Modeled after The Moth, this series provides an opportunity for community members to mingle with their
neighbors and peers and share stories about the connections between humans and nature. Stories are five
minutes long and read back to back for an hour in the large, shady backyard of the Historic Leopold House.

Sunday, July 19th
Backyard Storytelling Series:
Connecting with the More-Than-Human-World

Sunday, August 30th
Backyard Storytelling Series:
Land-Based Healing

For more information on how to participate in these programs, visit:
https://www.leopoldwritingprogram.org/summer-programs-at-the-leopold-house.html


https://www.leopoldwritingprogram.org/summer-programs-at-the-leopold-house.html

JOIN US!

Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold in 1914
and dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members.

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by

becoming a member or renewing your membership.

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | RO. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

3 Yes, I'd like to join AWF! 3 This is a gift membership from:

name(s):

address:

city, state, zip:

phone: email:

O Student $S10

O Individual $25

3 Family S35 Dues: S
3 Sustaining $50-99 I

3 Patron $100 Extra Contribution: $

O Lifetime $500 (one-time payment) TOTAL ENCLOSED: $



