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“We abuse land because we regard it as a commodity be-
longing to us. When we see land as a community to which 
we belong, we may begin to use it with love and respect.” 
– Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac

Our nation’s public lands have long nurtured the sense of 
community that Leopold implored us to see. Whether you 
are hunting, fishing, boating, hiking, camping, or engag-
ing in collective restoration efforts (as AWF members do 
regularly), when you spend time in the natural world it is 
impossible not to feel that you are part of a community 
that extends beyond the human species. On AWF proj-
ects, we have heard the curious cries of spotted owls and 
bugling elk, and shared space with hawks, prairie dogs, 
beavers, snakes, suckerfish, and salamanders.

The community that we humans build amongst ourselves 
in those natural places matters, too. Writer Terry Tempest 
Williams has called America’s public lands the “open space 
of democracy,” where we are free to meet and talk and de-
bate ideas. Because our public lands belong to all of us, we 
must come together to work out messy compromises over 
how to manage them, deciding which areas to protect as 
wilderness and where to allow more extractive uses.

Lately, however, that process of dialogue itself has come 
under threat. While Congressional Republicans and Pres-

ident Trump have trashed about two dozen environmen-
tal safeguards, some of the most troubling rollbacks have 
focused on removing the voice of the public from the land 
management process.  

On March 27, the President signed an act repealing the 
BLM’s “Planning 2.0” rule, which updated the process for 
developing Resource Management Plans. These plans de-
termine how BLM lands are used, and the new rule would 
have increased public input, required the BLM to identify 
important habitat for fish and wildlife early in the process, 
and allowed the BLM to use more modern technology like 
GIS to make land use recommendations. With the repeal, 
the BLM reverts to a planning rule developed in 1983, 
which provides less opportunity for public participation.

Shortly thereafter, the Department of Interior indefinitely 
suspended the meetings of all Resource Advisory Coun-
cils. These citizen-based councils, created in 1994, are 
made up of 10-15 members “from diverse interests in local 
communities, including ranchers, environmental groups, 
tribes, state and local government officials, academics, and 
other public land users.” There are 38 total across the U.S., 
and they provide stakeholders with direct access to weigh 
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NO AWF MEETINGS IN JUNE OR JULY —  SEE YOU IN AUGUST! 

Although AWF is not holding a meeting this month, a cool environmental event is taking place on the Thursday 
evening when we usually get together. Check out the announcement below and click here for tickets.

Action Alert:
Speak Up For Your 

National Monuments!
The Department of the Interior is “reviewing” 
the status of about two dozen national monu-
ments, which the agency may recommend be 
reduced in size or rescinded in their entirety. 

Members of the public may submit comments 
until July 10. Let’s tell them how much New 
Mexicans value our natural heritage!

You can find suggested talking points and links 
to submit your comments at:

New Mexico Wilderness Alliance
New Mexico Wildlife Federation

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/news-and-brews-summer-series-a-discussion-on-the-environment-tickets-34669831399?mc_cid=d13ef2ac7a&mc_eid=401aebfc56
http://nmwild.org/take-action/defend-our-national-monuments
http://nmwildlife.org/news/save-our-monuments/
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2017 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

April 1...................Day project at Valle de Oro

April 28-30.............Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM

May 12-14...............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge

July 14-16................Valles Caldera I

August 11-13...........Valles Caldera II 

August 18-20...........Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM

September 8-10.......Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns

October 14.............Day project in the Sandia Mountains

JUNE MIDNIGHT MEADOWS PROJECT RESCHEDULED!

New dates for Midnight Meadows Project: August 18-20 
This is a first for AWF: while we have had quite a few June projects cancelled due to fire (or due to forest closures 
caused by risk of fire) over the years, this is our first June project that has had to be rescheduled due to snow!

As you can see from these photos, our project site at Midnight Meadows north of Questa was snow-bound 
through the end of May, making it impossible to get materials and supplies delivered for our fencing project. 
However, we have rescheduled the project for August and we hope that you will join us then. In the meantime, 
please see page 6 of this newsletter for an announcement of a unique restoration project opportunity in the Je-
mez mountains with Trout Unlimited later this month.
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RECAP OF MAY 12-14, 2017 RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT

This year’s project at Rio Mora National Wildlife Refuge was a resounding 
success! AWF partnered with Defenders of Wildlife, and we were joined by 
nine students from the Community College of Denver and five staff mem-
bers from the Denver Zoo, which manages the refuge. All told, over 50 vol-
unteers turned out to build 22 impressive restoration structures. (And on 
Monday, the Community College students were inspired enough to finish 
two more that had been laid out by Bill Zeedyk over the weekend!)

Volunteers built one-rock dams, media lunas, baffles, and Zuni bowls to 
help restore a degraded drainage on the refuge. When the rains come, these 
rock structures will slow down the flowing water, giving it more time to 
soak into the ground and reducing its erosive power. The structures will 
also capture sediment and nurture vegetation, improving the habitat for 
wildlife. 

Thanks, Volunteers!
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     See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!
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Action Alert: 
Rio Mora Needs Your Voice 

Since the Rio Mora National Wildlife Refuge was donated to the public in 
2012, it has been managed by a partnership of the Denver Zoo, U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service, NM Highlands University, and the Pueblo of Pojoaque. 
However, that management agreement expires next year. Discussions are 
currently underway to develop a new Memorandum of Understanding for 
the management of Rio Mora beyond 2018.  

The team at Rio Mora believe in the restoration work happening on the 
refuge and want to see it continue for the long term. They have been mak-
ing their case to decisionmakers and showcasing past projects during stra-
tegic planning meetings, but they need help from the rest of us with a 
stake in restoring this amazing place.

Funds are tight for all four partners, and there are always other priori-
ties and competing interests in the mix. If you have participated in any of 
AWF’s restoration workshops at Rio Mora over the past four years, please 
take a few minutes to write to the management partners and let them 
know what the refuge means to you and how important it is that the 
restoration work continue.

CONTACT INFO:

Ms. Shannon Block, CEO
Denver Zoological Foundation
2300 Steele Street
Denver, CO 80205

Dr. Benjamin Tuggle
Regional Director
USFWS Southwest Region
P.O. Box 1306
Albuquerque, NM 87103

Gov. Joseph Talachy
Office of the Governor
Pueblo of Pojoaque
78 Cities of Gold
Santa Fe, NM 87506 

Dr. Sam Minner, President
New Mexico Highlands University
P.O. Box 9000
Las Vegas, NM 87701
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Kristina G. Fish er
AWF President

in on BLM management decisions. As the Theodore Roo-
sevelt Conservation Partnership writes, in the absence of 
the RACs, “local decisions about the management of our 
public lands will continue to be made, but without input 
from local stakeholders who are trying to find common 
ground and who are actually out there using the lands.” 

Finally, the Trump administration underscored its lack of 
concern for what the American public actually wants with 
its ongoing “review” of national monuments, giving citi-
zens a mere 15 days to weigh in on Bears Ears National 
Monument (we still have until July 10 to speak up for Rio 
Grande del Norte, Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks, and all 
the others). Even in that short time period, over 57,000 
people wrote in (and more than 685,000 signed petitions), 
the overwhelming majority in favor of the monument’s 
continued protection. Nevertheless, reports are that the 
president will attempt to do away with the Bears Ears 
monument.

So what do we do in the face of the government’s growing 
disdain for public input on our public lands? Speak louder. 
 

The thing about Americans is that a lack of formal pro-
cesses for seeking our feedback has never stopped us from 
voicing our opinions. The government’s failure to re-
spond to our petitions for redress to grievances has been 
met with tea in the harbor, marches in the capitol, and 
sit-downs in the halls of government. And through these 
acts, we have forged stronger bonds among our national 
community; we have become better as a nation by insist-
ing that the decisions of our government must reflect the 
will of the people.

So speak up. Use the formal processes that remain and 
then keep going. Show up at rallies and marches in sup-
port of public lands and wildlife, send emails and letters 
to your representatives and senators, and tell your friends 
why they need to act, too.

Let the threats to our precious national heritage become 
a galvanizing force for action that unites and strength-
ens our community, bringing us together to fight for the 
survival of our fellow creatures and defend the lands that 
make us who we are.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1:

JUNE 24-25, 2017, Jemez Mountains, NM
The Truchas Chapter of Trout Unlimited is partnering with the San Diego and 
Cebolla/San Antonio Grazing Associations on a project to ease grazing pres-
sure on the riparian area to benefit the endangered meadow jumping mouse 
and Jemez mountain salamander, as well as to improve water quality for all 
the species that depend on it. Volunteers will work alongside grazing associa-
tion members to lay a new water line from an existing well to areas above the 
riparian zone. The line needs to be buried to protect it from damage, and there will also be fence work in-
volved. The grazing permittees are supplying a trencher and all things pipe and pump related, and are looking 
forward to working with other people who share their love for this land. The relationships that are formed in 
events like this are often as beneficial as the actual work accomplished.

The grazers will provide transportation from a yet to be decided meeting area to the work areas to minimize 
environmental damage. TU will provide lunch and drinks. No formal plans have been made for camping, but 
there are multiple public areas in the area for individual use if desired. Volunteer participation is limited (TU 
can only take an additional 10 volunteers per day). Please RSVP to Arnold Atkins (oldrzif @ yahoo.com, 505-
501-0424) or Patty Sciarrotta (patricia.sciarrotta@gmail.com, 505-699-6877).

Restoration & Relationship-Building Project with Trout Unlimited

http://www.trcp.org/2017/05/18/groups-created-provide-local-input-public-land-management-told-stay-home/
http://www.trcp.org/2017/05/18/groups-created-provide-local-input-public-land-management-told-stay-home/
http://www.trcp.org/2017/05/18/groups-created-provide-local-input-public-land-management-told-stay-home/
http://www.trcp.org/2017/05/18/groups-created-provide-local-input-public-land-management-told-stay-home/


UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Bernalillo County Greenprint Open House
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14, 2017, 4:00-7:00 p.m.
11 Union Street SE, Albuquerque, NM
The Bernalillo County Greenprint is a community-based tool for setting 
open space protection priorities. The Greenprint is about preserving 
the heart of what makes Bernalillo County special by identifying areas 
where we can protect water quality, local agriculture, wildlife habitat, cultural resources, and provide access to 
the outdoors for all. Come by anytime between 4:00-7:00 pm on June 14 to see the final maps, the draft report, 
and our new web-based story map. There will also be a short presentation at 5:30 pm. 

Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge Public Meeting on Proposed Hunt Plan 
THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2017, 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center
Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge is revising its Hunt Plan, and the public is invited to provide information that 
should be considered as we write this plan. The Refuge intends to continue offering dove and waterfowl hunt-
ing opportunities in existing hunt areas and is considering opening an additional unit for dove hunting. For 
more information: https://www.fws.gov/uploadedFiles/SevilletaMtg.pdf

Geology Tour of the Mount Taylor Region
JUNE 17-18, 2017
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER
Join PEEC and local geology expert Fraser Goff on a 2-day field trip to examine the ge-
ology and volcanology of Mount Taylor and surrounding areas. For more information: 
http://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=18072

Summer Solstice at Chaco Canyon
JUNE 18-21, 2017
NEW MEXICO WILDERNESS ALLIANCE
This 4-day hiking-intensive adventure will explore some of northwestern New 
Mexico’s most unique natural and cultural landscapes from El Malpais National 
Monument to the Bisti/De-na-zin Wilderness, concluding at Chaco Canyon. For 
more info: https://www.nmwild.org/events-outings/61-summer-sostice-at-chaco-canyon 

Wild Lives, Leading Conservationists on the Animals and the Planet They Love
JULY 2, 2017, Collected Works Bookstore, Santa Fe, NM
NEW MEXICO WILDERNESS ALLIANCE
Join authors Janie Chodosh and Lori Robinson to discuss their new book, Wild Lives, which features interviews 
with 20 of the world’s leading conservationists. For more info: https://www.nmwild.org/events-outings/73-
wild-lives-leading-conservationists-on-the-animals-and-the-planet-they-love?date=2017-07-02-00-00
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   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student (under 18) ___
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               T-shirt & Shipping:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


