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New Rules to Protect the Environment Coming in Under the Wire

Last month, federal environmental agencies finalized
a flurry of environmental rules. These included rules
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from vehicles and
power plants, establish the first ever limits on PFAS
“forever” chemicals in drinking water, and restore pro-
tections for threatened and endangered species that
had been rolled back under the Trump administration.

Of special interest to AWE, the Bureau of Land Man-
agement finalized its new Public Lands Rule (which
we wrote about in the July 2023 Pine Cone), officially

elevating restoration, conservation, recreation, and cul-
tural resource protection to an equal priority with re-
source extraction on BLM lands.

The timing of all these rules was no coincidence.

Under the Congressional Review Act (CRA), Congress
has the power to review and overturn federal agency
rules. Right now, with a slim Democratic majority in
the Senate and President Biden in the White House,
pro-environment rules are safe. However, any rules fi-
nalized after May 22, 2024 will be subject to review by
the Congress and President who take office next Janu-
ary, who may well be far less friendly to environmental
protection.

Prior to 2017, the CRA had only been used once.
That changed when President Trump took office with
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a Republican-controlled House and Senate. They used
the CRA to immediately overturn 14 rules issued dur-
ing the final months of the Obama administration,
including the stream protection rule, which sought to
prevent mining companies from dumping tailings into
creeks, and a wildlife protection rule that would have
prohibited the killing of wolf pups and bear cubs in
their dens, as well as shooting bears on wildlife refuges

in Alaska.

With its rapid rollout of environmental rules this April
and early May, the Biden administration is attempt-
ing to get ahead of another round of potential CRA
rollbacks under a second Trump administration. All of
these environmental rules can still be repealed, but it
would take longer and require going through the for-

mal rulemaking process if they beat the deadline for
the CRA.

In the long run, the only way to secure lasting environ-
mental protections is to elect leaders who value land,
water, and wildlife, and pressure them to make conser-
vation a political priority. (That said, this newsletter is
going out on New Mexico’s primary election day, June 4,
and we encourage you to go vote if you haven't already!)

K ristina ? Fisher
AWF o@wwﬁc@/


https://abq.nmwildlife.org/uploads/6/7/7/6/6776981/july2023pinecone.pdf
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JUNE 13, 2024 MEETING: Chronic Wasting Disease in New Mexico

Date: Thursday, June 13, 2024, 7:30 p.m.

Location: In Person at the
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House

1600 5th Street Northwest

Topic: Chronic Wasting Disease in New Mexico

Chronic Wasting Disease, a contagious neurological disease that affects
deer, elk and moose, was first discovered in New Mexico in the foothills
of the Organ Mountains, near Las Cruces. Since then, it has also been
found in the Sacramento Mountains. State Wildlife Veterinarian Dr. Elin
Crockett will provide an update on the current status of Chronic Wasting

Disease among wildlife populations in New Mexico.

Speaker Bio: Dr. Elin Crockett

Dr. Elin Crockett is the State Wildlife Veterinarian for the New Mexico
Department of Game and Fish. After receiving her B.S. in terrestrial wild-
life biology from the University of Montana, she obtained her Doctorate R alty
of Veterinary Medicine from Oregon State University. She has spent sev- s
eral years working in the field in the Northern Rockies and pacific North- >
west, as well as in Kwa-Zulu-Natal, South Africa. \ G:Z:'

Directions to the Meeting

The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of Sth
and Bellamah. From [-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.
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JUNE 21-23, 2024 SERVICE PROJECT: San Antonio Creek, Jemez

LOCATION: San Antonio Creek in the Jemez Mountains

THE PROJECT: Join AWF for our first project at a new site, along the
San Antonio Creek just outside the west boundary of the Valles Caldera
National Preserve. We will be partnering with Rio Grande Return to build
beaver dam analogs and work on fencing to protect wetlands.

SCHEDULE: Friday, June 21 — Sunday, June 23

Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate.
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for
just one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and resto-
ration work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy
boots, and sunscreen. We recommend bringing a change of shoes, and wa-
terproof boots or boots you don’t mind getting wet, as we will be working
in and around the creek. Rain gear, layers, warm clothes for the evenings
and plenty of water are essential.

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos and coffee/tea on Saturday
morning and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a
dish to share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunch-
es, Friday dinner, Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Email Kristina at abqwildlifefederation @gmail.com
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

2024 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 9 Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge
April 12-14 Wolf Creek, Ft. Union Ranch
May 17-19 Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
May 31-June 2 Rito Penias Negras

June 21-23

July 19-21
August 9-11
August 30-Sept 1
October 4-6
October 26

San Antonio Creek, Jemez Mtns

Gallinas Post-Fire Restoration
Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
Cebolla Canyon, El Malpais

Cedro Creek, Tijeras

AWF BOARD 2024

OFFICERS

President — Phil Carter

Vice President — Cameron Weber
Treasurer — Laurie Marnell
Secretary — Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS

Abe Aufdermauer

Rod Flores

Lia Griesser

10by Rosenblatt

Barbara Rosensimon
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Sean Solowiej

Hamish Thomson

Bob Tilley

Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus
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RECAP OF MAY 17-19, 2024 PROJECT: RIO MORA WILDLIFE REFUGE

Thanks, Vilunteers!

Pauline Adams
Betty Bastai
Lauren Bissey
Shawn Blaisdell
Peter Callen
Phil Carter
Sebastian Chavez
Miranda Cook
Dawn Cummings
Candace Duran
Russ Duran
Ashleigh Floth
Kristina G. Fisher
Rod Flores
Rachael Gentry
Finn Gregor
Paulina Guzman
Jocelyn Harimon
Christopher Koller
Andreas Lechner
Kadece Low
Anabella Miller
Brian Miller
Cory O’Brien
Peter O’Brien
Marcus Ortiz
Parker
Shantini Ramakrishnan
Toby Rosenblatt
Noah Schuab
Sean Solowiej
Elan Solowiej
Foster Goodrich Sprout
Hamish Thomson

Bob Tilley
Nate Tomczyk
Annie Topal
Alexcia Trujillo
Cameron Weber
Bill Zeedyk

In mid-May, AWF held our 12th project at Rio Mora National Wildlife Ref-
uge since we began working there in 2007. Once again, we were joined
by students from Denver Community College who are studying ecological
restoration techniques under the guidance of Shantini Ramakrishnan of the
New Mexico Forest and Watershed Restoration Institute at Highlands Uni-
versity. The students were quick learners, and assisted with the construc-
tion of one-rock dams, baffles, and an impressive Zuni bowl in Petroglyph
Canyon, building on work that AWF completed in that section of the refuge
nearly a decade ago. It was exciting to see how well the past structures were
working; one particularly impressive media luna at a canyon confluence has
resulted in a broad and healthy floodplain, just as we had hoped when we
built it back in 2015.

During the Saturday evening potluck, Brian Miller, who began working at
Rio Mora when it was the privately held Wind River Ranch, told the vol-
unteers the history of the land and the many different uses and land owner-
ships that it has experienced over the last century and a half. On Sunday,
we had a special treat as Bill Zeedyk led a workshop about how to read the
landscape and correctly build and place key structures. We greatly appreci-
ate the refuge staff for facilitating all the pieces of the project, and we look
forward to continuing this productive partnership.
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RECAP OF MAY 31-JUNE 2, 2024 PROJECT: RITO PENAS NEGRAS

Thanks, Vilanteers!

Abe Aufdermauer
Betty Bastai
Shawn Blaisdell
Katherine Bruell
Peter Callen
Phil Carter
Steven del Favero
Simon Doane
Marietta Eaton
Kristina G. Fisher
Alison George
Annalise Khandelwal
Alana Kihn
Christopher Koller
Laurie Marnell
Laura Murphy
Bob Nordstrum
Parker
Toby Rosenblatt
Barbara Rosensimon
Scial
Marilynn Szydlowski
Alexcia Trujillo
Peter Watson
Cameron Weber
Jacob White
Reid Whittlesey
Daryl Woolems

b

As May turned to June, AWF held its first restoration project on the Rito
Pefias Negras on the west side of the Jemez Mountains in the Santa Fe
National Forest. Much of the Rito is currently incised, flowing in a narrow
channel well below its floodplain, and the hardworking staff of Rio Grande
Return has been working to restore the health of a seven-mile stretch of the
creek. They have built many Beaver Dam Analogs (BDAs) in the creek to
slow the water, hold it in the meadows, and reconnect the stream with its
floodplain. They have also planted willows and cottonwoods on the banks
and constructed a large exclosure to protect the riparian area from overgraz-
ing by cattle and elk.

On Saturday, AWF volunteers assisted by constructing nine more BDAs,
hauling in small trees from the forested slopes, cutting the branches and
trunks down to size, and pounding in posts and weaving in branches in an
approximation of the way beavers construct their dams. On Sunday morn-
ing, we followed up by building one-rock dams, rundowns, and a Zuni bowl
in gullies feeding into the creek. We were delighted to welcome some in-
trepid first- and second-time volunteers, who plunged right in and did a
terrific job. We hope they — and you! — will join us again next month when
we return to the Jemez for our next partnership with Rio Grande Return.
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Fire Season 2023 Overview and 2024 Outlook

TUESDAY, JUNE 4, 2:00 p.m., online

Please join the Southwest Fire Science Consortium for a webinar reviewing the top 8 biggest fires in the re-
gion in 2023 and looking ahead toward fire conditions for summer 2024. To register for the webinar:
https://www.swfireconsortium.org/2024/05/17/fire-in-the-southwest-fire-season-2023-overview-and-2024-outlook/

Las Vegas National Wildlife Refuge Summer Fest
SATQRDAY, JUNE. 8, 9:00 a.m.-Z:Oq p.m. . . wildlife Refuge for:
This is a celebration of the reopening of the Las Vegas National Wild-

life Refuge Visitor Center and a kick-off to summer and fall events. summer FeSt

There will be.: s.pecial areas open.to the public, free food, I?ve animals, June 8th 2024 from 9am to 2pm
archery, exhibitors, and the Mariachi Cardenal! For more informa- P —
For the Reopening Celebration of the Las Vegas

tion: https://www.facebook.com/events/1514493779461331/ National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center!
Y 3

a 7 Join Us at Las Vegas National

Trout Unlimited Fence Maintenance Project

THURSDAY, JUNE 13 & THURSDAY, JUNE 27

Trout Unlimited seeks a few volunteers to assist with a fence maintenance project on Forest Service land near
Cuba, NM. This fieldwork will provide opportunities for ranching permitees and conservation volunteers to
team up to protect riparian areas. Please contact Toner Mitchell for more information and to sign up to par-
ticipate: Toner.mitchell@tu.org

Weed identification & Management Workshop

SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 8:30-10:30 a.m., Frenchy’s Field in Santa Fe

SANTA FE WATERSHED ASSOCIATION

Join us for a free weed identification and management workshop along the Santa Fe River Trail! Explore the
vital role of soil health and how you can help transform neglected spaces into thriving ecosystems. To sign up:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44A4AF2DASFBCE9-49825816-weedsinvasive#/

Rio Chama Citizen Science Bug Collection

JUNE-OCTOBER, NEW MEXICO WILD

Since 2020, New Mexico Wild has been coordinating a community science
project in the Wild & Scenic reach of the Rio Chama. Volunteers collect
water and insect samples during float trips to study aquatic insects, which
are sensitive to changes in water quality and serve as great indicators of
watershed health. With repairs at El Vado Dam changing water flows, now
is a crucial time to gather data on how these changes affect the ecosys-
tem. From 2020-2022, we observed reductions in aquatic insect quantity and diversity, but initial results from
2023 suggest a potential rebound. More data is needed to better understand the connections between insect
populations, flow regimes, and water quality. If you plan to float the Rio Chama this summer and would like to
volunteer, contact dillon@nmwild.org to learn more and sign up!

For more info, visit : https://www.nmwild.org/event/rio-chama-citizen-science-bug-collection-2/

Rio Chama Citizen Science

Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!




JOIN US!

Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members.

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by
becoming a member or renewing your membership.

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | RO. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

3 Yes, I'd like to join AWF! 3 This is a gift membership from:

name(s):

address:

city, state, zip:

phone: email:

O Student $10

3 Individual $25

3 Family S35 Dues: $
3 Sustaining $50-99 I

3 Patron $100 Extra Contribution: $

O Lifetime $500 (one-time payment) TOTAL ENCLOSED: $



