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Wolf Wars and the State Wildlife Action Plan

“We reached the old wolf in time to watch a fierce green
fire dying in her eyes. I realized then, and have known
ever since, that there was something new to me in those
eyes — something known only to her and to the mountain. I
was young then, and full of trigger-itch; I thought that be-
cause fewer wolves meant more deer, that no wolves would
mean hunters paradise. But after seeing the green fire die, [
sensed that neither the wolf nor the mountain agreed with
such a view.” —Aldo Leopold

After being hunted to near extinction in the lower 48
states, gray wolves were one of the first species listed
under the Endangered Species Act. Once they were
protected, wolves demonstrated the truth of Leopold’s
conclusions: restoring them to the landscape yielded a
cascade of positive effects for other species.

Yet as wolves returned, so did human conflicts with
them. In 2020, at the tail end of the first Trump ad-
ministration, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service de-
listed gray wolves (with the exception of the subspecies
of Mexican gray wolves that were reintroduced to New
Mexico and Arizona starting in 1998). Wolves began
to be killed again in large numbers, and conservation
groups sued. A court restored their protections in 2022.

Now Congress is considering H.R. 845, which would
direct the Secretary of the Interior to delist the gray
wolf and block any judicial review of the delisting. If
this bill were to pass, management of wolves would
shift from the federal to the state level—where new
fronts of action are opening.
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In early April, the Catron County Board of Commis-
sioners in southwestern New Mexico unanimously
passed a resolution declaring that Mexican gray wolves
were creating a “state of emergency,” and calling for
defunding the Mexican Wolf Recovery Program and
removing protections from the lobo. Conservation
groups point out that wolf depredations of livestock
per 100 wolves have actually been decreasing since
2019, and there has never been a single documented
case of a Mexican wolf attacking a human. New Mex-
ico Wild and other groups are circulating a petition

urging Governor Lujan Grisham to oppose the Catron

County resolution.

New Mexicans also have an opportunity to advance
species protections in our state, rather than roll them
back. The new Department of Wildlife (formerly the
Department of Game and Fish) is seeking public com-
ment on the State Wildlife Action Plan, which is up-
dated once a decade to establish goals and strategies for
protecting our state’s wildlife. In an encouraging sign,
the new plan includes more than 500 species in its list
of “species of greatest conservation need”—more than
double the number included in the previous plan re-
leased in 2017. The list includes the Mexican gray wolf.

The plan can be reviewed here, and comments can by
submitted until June 9.

Kristina 4 Fisher
AWF oﬁwwﬁcy


https://engage.nywolf.org/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=211
https://engage.nywolf.org/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=211
https://www.nmwild.org/every-action/tell-governor-lujan-grisham-to-oppose-the-catron-county-resolution-to-declare-a-state-of-emergency/
https://www.nmwild.org/every-action/tell-governor-lujan-grisham-to-oppose-the-catron-county-resolution-to-declare-a-state-of-emergency/
https://www.nmwild.org/every-action/tell-governor-lujan-grisham-to-oppose-the-catron-county-resolution-to-declare-a-state-of-emergency/
https://wildlife.dgf.nm.gov/conservation/state-wildlife-action-plan/
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JUNE 12, 2025 MEETING: Bosque Management in a Time of Transition

Date: Thursday, June 12, 2025, 7:30 p.m.

Location: Albuquerque Friends Meeting House
1600 5th Street Northwest

Topic: Bosque Management in a Time of Transition

Ecosystems are always in transition on some level, but the changes com-
ing to the bosque ecosystem in the Middle Rio Grande Valley in the com-
ing years will be significant. This talk will give an overview of human
changes forced upon the Rio Grande, how we came to have the exten-
sive cottonwood forest we are fortunate to have here in Albuquerque and
the rest of the Middle Rio Grande Valley, and the changes that forest is
starting to undergo as the cottonwoods rather uniformly reach senescence
compounded by the effects of climate change. AWF’s founder, Aldo Leo-
pold, convinced the city to preserve the bosque instead of turning it into a

cement ditch as so many cities have!

Speaker Bio: Michael ““Scial” Scialdone

Michael Scialdone, who goes by Scial, came to New Mexico over 25 years
ago to work on public lands conservation. For the last 14 years, he has
worked in the Environment Department at the Pueblo of Sandia as their
Bosque Program Manager. When he’s not spending weekends running
rivers, he’s helping run volunteer projects for the Albuquerque Wildlife
Federation, a 110-year-old organization founded by environmental vision-

ary Aldo Leopold.

Directions to the Meeting

The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th
and Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.
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JUNE 20-22, 2025 SERVICE PROJECT: San Antonio Creek, Jemez

LOCATION: San Antonio Creek in the Jemez Mountains

THE PROJECT: Join AWF for our second project at this site, along the
San Antonio Creek just outside the west boundary of the Valles Caldera
National Preserve. We will be partnering with Rio Grande Return and the
National Parks Conservation Association to build beaver dam analogs and
work on fencing to protect wetlands.

SCHEDULE: Friday, June 20 — Sunday, June 22

Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate.
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for
just one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and resto-
ration work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy
boots, and sunscreen. We recommend bringing a change of shoes, and
waterproof boots or boots you don’t mind getting wet, as we will be
working in and around the creek. Rain gear, layers, warm clothes for
the evenings and plenty of water are essential.

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos and coffee/tea on Saturday
morning and bison or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a
dish to share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunch-
es, Friday dinner, Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Email Kristina at abqwildlifefederation @gmail.com
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

2025 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 15 Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge

April 11-13 Higgins Canyon, Ft. Union Ranch
April 26 Galisteo Basin

May 16-18 Turkey Mountains, Ft. Union Ranch
May 30-June 1 Rito Penias Negras

June 20-22 Rio San Antonio, Jemez Mtns

July 11-13 L Bar Ranch near Laguna

August 15-17 Midnight Meadows near Questa
August 29-31 Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
September 19-21 Rio Embudo, Dixon

October 3-5 Cebolla Canyon, El Malpais
October 25 Cedro Creek, Tijeras

AWF BOARD 2025

OFFICERS

President — Phil Carter

Vice President — Cameron Weber
Treasurer — Laurie Marnell
Secretary — Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS

Abe Aufdermauner

Rod Flores

Finn Gregor

Lia Griesser

Quintin Muhlenkamp
10by Rosenblat

Barbara Rosensimon
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson

Bob Tilley

Alexcia Trujillo

Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus
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RECAP OF MAY 16-18, 2025 PROJECT: FT. UNION RANCH

Thanks, Vilunteers!

Charity Agyapong
Ashley Alvarado-Lozano
Abe Aufdermauer
Kathryn Baker
Betty Bastai
Mary Francis Bibb
Gary Bowers
Mark Brennan
Peter Callen
Phil Carter
Tania Chavez
Olivia Costello
Guadalupe De La Rosa-Sepulveda
Wiljahmicah Evans
Roderick Flores
Abe Franklin
Alison George
Carolina L. Gonzalez-Berrios
Caitlyn Grace
Zenon Kamparan
Mel Logan
Lorenzo Lujan
Robert Magill
Laurie Marnell
Jacob McDaniel
Kaycinda Monroe
Charlie Moore
Laura Murphy
Peter O’Brien
Marty Peale
Shantini Ramakrishnan
Toby Rosenblatt
Barbara Rosensimon
Katerina Salsman
Jeff Stockton
Marilynn Szydlowski
Hamish Thomson
Nate Tomczyk
Annie Topal
Alexcia Trujillo
Maritza Vega
Howard Velasquez
Cameron Weber
Leza Wimett
Daryl Woolems
Bill Zeedyk
Tessa Ziegenhagen

In mid-May, a big crowd of volunteers came from as far away as Colorado
and Texas to help restore the Wolf Creek watershed on Ft. Union Ranch, a
90,000-acre property that is being managed with a focus on conservation.
Once again this year AWF partnered with Hermit’s Peak Watershed Alli-
ance and welcomed students from the Denver Community College who
were completing an environmental restoration course at Highlands.

Some volunteers worked along Wolf Creek itself, planting about 100 native
plants on the streambanks. The rest of the group continued the work we
started last year building restoration structures in Needham Arroyo, which
flows into Wolf Creek from the Turkey Mountains. This group completed
about 15 rock restoration structures, and added layers to structures built last
year. On Sunday, we toured last year’s structures, which were looking good
in the wake of major flow events last fall and a few weeks ago — there was
still standing water in several spots, and healthy cottonwoods leafing out.
Thanks to our partners at Hermit’s Peak Watershed Alliance, Highlands,
and Ft. Union Ranch for all they did to make this project such a success!
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RECAP OF MAY 30 - JUNE 1, 2025 PROJECT: RITO PENAS NEGRAS

Thanks, Vilunteers!

Brian Alexander
Kendall Anderson
Abe Aufdermauer

Betty Bastai
Mark Brennan
Phil Carter
Christina Chaney
Natty Chaney
Ava Curtis
Steven del Favero
Kristina G. Fisher
Lia Griesser
Sue Harrelson
Donna Howell
Isa Jaramillo
Laurie Marnell
Lizzie Nutig
Marty Peale
Oliver Polzin
Toby Rosenblatt
Ethan Sandoval
Jack Sanford
Jameela Sanford
Laila Sanford
Scial
Griffin Solomon
Marilynn Szydlowski
Amara Szrom

Hamish Thomson

Alexcia Trujillo
Cameron Weber

Jacob White
Reid Whittlesey
Jim Wilson
Quincy Wofford
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Over the last weekend in May, a terrific team of first-time and experienced
AWF volunteers gathered at the Rito Pefias Negras on the west side of the
Jemez Mountains for our second project at this site. Our partners at Rio
Grande Return have been working to restore 13 miles of this creek, which
flows through a beautiful section of national forest land that was once pri-
vately held and farmed for potatoes. That intensive agricultural use left be-
hind a deeply incised creek and several headcuts that are eroding gullies
into the meadows above the Rito.

To help restore the health of the creek, AWF volunteers built several new
Beaver Dam Analogs and repaired and added to others built in previous
years. These in-stream structures help slow the water, reducing its erosive
force and giving it more time to saturate the meadows and feed wetland
vegetation. Volunteers also built a sizeable Zuni bowl and other rock struc-
tures to repair the headcuts and help hold more water in the surrounding
meadows. Hopefully, thanks to this work, one day the habitat along the Rito
Penas Negras will be suitable for beavers to return and thrive.
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Day of Action to Protect National Monuments

SATURDAY, JUNE 7

NEW MEXICO WILD

In April, The Washington Post reported that the Trump administration plans to
remove protections from part of all of six national monuments, including Organ
Mountains-Desert Peaks in New Mexico. Previous reporting also included New
Mexico’s Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks and Rio Grande del Norte as being on the list of
potential reductions. On June 7, public land advocates will show up at these nation-
al monuments to send the message that these lands are not for sale. For more info

about how to participate: w
https://www.nmwild.org/event/june-7th-day-of-action-rally-for-your-public-lands/

DAY OF ACTION

"NATIONAL
moNu

[ Bullseye Monitoring Workshop

SATURDAY, JUNE 7, 8:00 a.m.-3:30, Galisteo Basin near Santa Fe

SANTA FE CONSERVATION TRUST & ECOTONE

| Join Santa Fe Conservation Trust and Ecotone for a Bullseye Monitoring Workshop on the
SFCT’s Dovetail property in the Galisteo Basin. We will learn how to conduct a Bullseye
Survey of a rangeland area to understand how the landscape is changing and what action
needs to be taken. The workshop is limited in space and lunch is provided. Please RSVP:
https://sfct.org/event/bullseye-monitoring-workshop-2/?instance_id=1005

Reviving the Wild: Woodlands Restoration in the Pinon Juniper Ecosystem
FRIDAY, JUNE 13, 8:00 a.m.-1:00, Santa Fe Botanical Garden ‘
SANTA FE BOTANICAL GARDEN & ECOTONE
Join Santa Fe Botanical Garden and Ecotone for this workshop on woodlands £
restoration in the Pinon-Juniper ecosystem. Participants will be implement- P
ing low-tech, process-based restoration techniques. The workshop is limited &
in space and has a fee. Refreshments provided. For more info and to RSVP: 7
https://visitsfbg.org/event/hands-on-pjw-restoration/

Erosion Control Structure Workshop

SATURDAY, JUNE 14, Galisteo Basin

SYNERGIA RANCH & ECOTONE

Join Synergia Ranch and Ecotone for a workshop on building erosion control struc-
tures at the Synergia Ranch in the Galisteo Basin, NM. For more info and to RSVP:
https://synergiaranch.com/workshop-registration/

Whitewater Baldy Fire Restoration Project: Invasive Bull Thistle Removal

JUNE 14-15, Gila National Forest

NEW MEXICO WILD

Join New Mexico Wild & Heart of the Gila for a weekend treating invasive bull thistle in this delicate ecosystem
recovering from a major fire event. We'll be car camping in the Willow Creek area and hiking into our work site
each day. For more info and to RSVP:
https://www.nmwild.org/event/whitewater-baldy-fire-restoration-project-invasive-bull-thistle-removal/
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UPCOMING EVENTS continued

Volunteer Stream ¥
Restoration Day

Rio Cebolla,
Santa Fe National Forest

Curious about beaver habitat restoration? Join

Rio Grande Return to build post-assisted log
structures and fortify beaver dam analogues. g

(O GRANDE RET(p,

v ~7

How You Can Participate
* Volunteer

Spend a day building instream structures with us.
No prior experience is needed, just your
enthusiasm and willingness to make a difference. Wed nesday

e Learn June 11, 2025

Rio Grande Return is continuing our Rio Cebolla 9am - 3pm
beaver habitat project by planting willows,
installing beaver dam analogs, post-assisted log
structures and large woody debris, and building
exclosure fencing. Learn about the role of beaver
mimicry in improving water quality, storing water,
expanding wetlands and creating wildlife habitat.

* What to Bring

Nourishment (food/water), work gloves, warm
clothing (layers), muck boots/hiking boots,
hat/sunscreen

Upstream of
Seven Springs
Hatchery

Karen Menetrey
kareneriograndereturn.org

RSVP by email before the

prior N\ondoy to: 505-603-1328




JOIN US!

Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold in 1914
and dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members.

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by

becoming a member or renewing your membership.

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | RO. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

3 Yes, I'd like to join AWF! 3 This is a gift membership from:

name(s):

address:

city, state, zip:

phone: email:

O Student $S10

O Individual $25

3 Family S35 Dues: S
3 Sustaining $50-99 I

3 Patron $100 Extra Contribution: $

O Lifetime $500 (one-time payment) TOTAL ENCLOSED: $



