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This month marks the official start of spring and the 
beginning of AWF’s 2014 restoration service projects 
season.

As we have for the past many years, AWF volun-
teers will be out on the land for at least one weekend 
a month, working to improve wildlife habitat and 
enhance the resilience of New Mexico’s ecosystems. 
Anyone who has participated in these projects in the 
past knows that it’s remarkable how much positive 
impact a few dozen enthusiastic volunteers can make 
in a day or two!

AWF’s projects are more important than ever in this 
time of record drought and increasing climate insta-
bility. According to the National Weather Service, 
this past January was the driest since record-keeping 
began in 1895, with a statewide average of only 0.03 
inches of moisture. Currently, 96% of the state is in 
moderate or extreme drought. 

That’s where AWF’s restoration service projects come 
in. By building structures that slow the flow of wa-

ter and help it infiltrate into the landscape, catching 
sediment to raise downcut streambeds, and planting 
(and protecting) willows to shade streams, we are 
working to keep alive the vegetation and habitat that 
supports wildlife across New Mexico. We have an ex-
citing line-up of projects this year (see page 3 for a 
full schedule), including both legacy sites where we 
have worked for many years and new sites that we’ll 
be working in for the first time.

If you haven’t come out on an AWF service project in 
the past, we hope that this will be the year you take 
the plunge. And if you’re a regular, we encourage you 
to bring a friend or two and keep the community 
growing. We look forward to seeing you out on the 
land later this month and throughout 2014!
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AWF Celebrates Spring With the First Service Project of 2014!
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MARCH SPEAKER: Phil Carter and Kristina Fisher

OUR AIM: 
“The aim and purpose of this little paper is to promote the protection and enjoyment of 

wild things. As the cone scatters the seeds of the pine and the fir tree, so may it scatter the 
seeds of wisdom and understanding among men, to the end that every citizen may to learn 

to hold the lives of harmless wild creatures as a public trust for human good, against the 
abuse of which he stands personally responsible. Thus, and thus only, will our wild life be 

conserved. Be this not done, and that quickly, it must forever vanish from the earth.” 
–Aldo Leopold, in the inaugural issue of the Pine Cone

Thursday, March 20, 2014, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House 
1600 5th Street Northwest
(note new location for AWF’s monthly meetings!)

Topic: 
AWF’s First 100 Years: Advocacy, 
Restoration, and the Evolution of a 
Conservation Ethic

Speaker Bios:
Phil Carter is the Wildlife and Equine Campaign Director for Animal 
Protection of New Mexico. He has been a member of the AWF Projects 
Committee since 2007. 

Kristina Fisher is the Associate Director of Think New Mexico and cur-
rently serves as AWF’s Vice-President. She has been an active member 
of AWF since 2009. 

This presentation is adapted from a talk that Phil and Kristina gave at 
the Pajarito Environmental Education Center in Los Alamos, NM on 
March 5, 2014.

Directions/Map:
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 
5th and Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to 
Bellamah.
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2014 SERVICE PROJECTS SCHEDULE

March 22.............Day project at Los Padillas Wildlife Sanctuary
April 25-27...........Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM
May 16-18.............Zuni Mountains near Gallup, NM
May 30-June 1......Rio Cebolla in the Jemez Mountains
June 27-29............Glorieta Mesa near Santa Fe, NM
July 25-27.............Valles Caldera I 
August 22-24........Valles Caldera II 
September 26-28...Rio Mora National Wildlife Refuge
October TBD.......Day project in the Sandia Mountains

Save the date for Saturday, July 19, 2014, for a 100th anniversary event!

AWF BOARD 2014
OFFICERS
President – Michael Scialdone
Vice President – Kristina G. Fisher
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt

DIRECTORS
Stephen Bohannon
Kurt Menke
Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Bill Zeedyk

MARCH SERVICE PROJECT: Los Padillas Wildlife Sanctuary

Saturday, March 22, 2014, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Los Padillas Wildlife Sanctuary, Albuquerque
Help us kick off the 2014 Projects Season by spending the day 
at Los Padillas Wildlife Sanctuary in the South Valley of Albu-
querque! The Sanctuary is normally closed to adult visitors as 
it is designed to advance the education of elementary students 
in environmental studies. AWF volunteers will partner with Los 
Padillas Elementary School staff, parents, and students to reduce 
the threat of a major fire event that could destroy this unique 
outdoor classroom. No pets are permitted within the Sanctuary. 

LOCATION: Los Padillas Wildlife Sanctuary is located at 2525 Los Padillas Road SW,  Albuquerque, 87108.

THE PROJECT: We will be clearing overgrowth and dry leaves on a five-acre plot of land that is designated as 
a wildlife sanctuary. Activities will include cutting dead and dying branches from bushes and trees and clear-
ing dried leaves from beneath trees. The work will range from raking and bagging to chopping and sawing, 
and there are many tasks for every level of endurance. 

SCHEDULE: We’ll meet at the site at 9:00 a.m. and will likely be done by noon when we will have lunch as a 
group. If needed, a smaller crew can do some more work after the break.  Folks are welcome to bring instru-
ments and games and hang out after lunch.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a day of outdoor work, including gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, 
sturdy  boots, and sunscreen. Tools for raking, chopping, sawing, and hauling debris will also be needed. 
Dress in layers to be prepared for New Mexico’s variable weather and bring plenty of water. 

FOOD: Bring a sack lunch.

TO SIGN UP: Contact Hamish Thomson at hbgthomson@gmail.com or 505-842-1029. 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

AWF Featured at Wetlands Roundtable
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 2014, 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Toney Anaya Building (the glass building next to the State Library on Cerrillos Road)
2550 Cerrillos Road, Santa Fe, NM

The New Mexico Environment Department is having its semi-annual Wetlands Roundtable on March 19, 
2014. This will be a joint event including both Agency and nonprofit groups along with a special celebration 
of the 100th Anniversary of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation. Among the many presenters, Jan-Willem 
Jansens of Ecotone will be presenting on Glorieta Freedom Ranch, a project on Glorieta Mesa that AWF part-
nered on last year. There will also be a presentation by Michael “Scial” Scialdone, President of AWF, who will 
talk about AWF’s 100th Anniversary and give an overview of how AWF helps restore wildlife habitat. Mem-
bers of the public are welcome and encouraged to attend. Scial’s presentation will be in the morning, and will 
be followed by birthday cake for AWF! 

If you would like to share any wetland related projects, monitoring data, or news at the Roundtable, please 
contact Karen Menetrey at 505-827-0194, Karen.menetrey@state.nm.us. 

The Tamarisk Leaf Beetle
SATURDAY, MARCH 15, 2014, 2:00 p.m.
CERRILLOS HILLS STATE PARK, Cerrillos, NM

Introduced as a bio-control, the Tamarisk Leaf Beetle is spreading throughout the current 
range of the tamarisk tree. Join Debra Hill of the US Fish and Wildlife Ecological Services for 
this informative presentation. Meet at the Visitor Center, 37 Main St, Cerrillos, NM.
More information: http://www.cerrilloshills.org/events/tamarisk-leaf-beetle

Blue Range Wilderness Invasive Plant Removal
MARCH 21-23, 2014
NEW MEXICO WILDERNESS ALLIANCE

The Blue Range Wilderness, nestled on the border with Arizona, is the only place in the U.S. where the endan-
gered Mexican gray wolf is actively being reintroduced into the wild. Working with the Gila National Forest, par-
ticipants will conduct citizen-based surveys and remove invasive, noxious weeds that have begun to encroach 
on the Blue Range Wilderness. The group will basecamp at Pueblo Park and hike into the canyons of the Blue 
Range, as well as Aspen Mountain. Cost to participate: $20.00. More information available at: 
https://app.etapestry.com/cart/NewMexicoWildernessAlliance/default/item.php?ref=836.0.598774863
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RIO GRANDE BOSQUE 
EDUCATIONAL FORUMS

You are invited to attend a series 
of panel discussions about the 
past, present and future of the 
Rio Grande, the Bosque, and 
Rio Grande Valley State Park!

The purpose of these sessions is to provide a public venue 
for a dialogue among local and regional specialists about 

the Rio Grande and the Bosque, and Rio Grande Valley 
State Park.

. 

WHERE:  NM Museum of Natural History and Science, Dynatheater
  1801 Mountain Road, Albuquerque, NM 87104

WHEN: Educational Forums: First Tuesday of the Month
   (March 4th,  April 1st, May 6th, June 3rd)  6:00 pm to 8:00 pm

  Walk and Talks: April 5th, May 10th and June 7th. 
  10:00 am to noon. Locations to be determined. 

COST:  Free 

FORMAT: First hour: Panel presentations and panel discussion
  Second hour: Q+A, meet and greet

JUNE 3RD
FORUM #4 THE FUTURE OF RIO GRANDE VALLEY STATE 
PARK 
Moderator:  Steve Glass, Ciudad Soil and Water Conservation District
Invited Panelists:  Dave Simon,  Jew ish Community Center and Former Director of   
   NM  State Parks 
  Scott Verhines, New Mexico State Engineer
  Richard Barish, Sierra Club
  Mathew Schmader, City of Albuquerque, Open Space

MAY 6TH
FORUM #3 RESTORATION, RECREATION AND LAND 
MANAGEMENT
Moderator:  Ross Coleman, Hydra Aquatic, Inc.
Invited Panelists:  Barbara Baca, City of Albuquerque, Parks and Recreation
  Steve Harris, Rio Grande Restoration
  Michael Jensen, Amigos Bravos

APRIL 1ST 
FORUM #2 SCIENCE, CLIMATE CHANGE AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
Moderator:  Bruce Thomson, University of New Mexico
Invited Panelists:  Dave Gutzler, University of New Mexico
  Jesse Roache, Sandia National Laboratories
  Kim Eichhorst, Bosque Ecological Monitoring Program and   
   the University of New Mexico
  Maceo Martinet, New Mexico Water Dialogue and 
   US Fish and Wildlife Service 

MARCH 4TH
FORUM #1 HISTORY, EVOLUTION, AND CULTURE OF THE 
BOSQUE
Moderator:  Dan Shaw, Bosque Ecological Monitoring Program and
    Bosque  School 
Invited Panelists:  Paul Tashjian, US Fish and Wildlife Service 
  Enrique Lamadrid, University of New Mexico
  Yasmeen Najmi, Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District

Collectively organized by representatives from the New Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science, City of Albuquerque, Middle Rio Grande 
Conservancy District,  Bosque Ecological Montioring Program and the University of New Mexico.



2014 POST-SESSION LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

In the February Pine Cone, we included a list of wildlife-related legislation that had been introduced during the 
2014 legislative session. That session concluded on February 20, 2014, and here is a summary of what happened 
(and in most cases what didn’t happen) to those wildlife bills: 

House Bill 128, Representative Alonzo Baldonado
Senate Bill 157, Senator Clemente Sanchez
Creating stricter penalties for major violations of the 
state Fish and Game Act and creating a penalty assess-
ment option for minor hunting and fishing infractions. 
The House Bill passed the House 64-0, but both bills 
died in the Senate Judiciary Committee.

House Memorial 3, Representative Mimi Stewart
Senate Memorial 14, Senator Howie C. Morales
Calling for increased penalties for trophy poach-
ing; requesting that the Governor declare a “Trophy 
Poaching Awareness Day.”
Both memorials passed their respective chambers.

House Bill 73, Representative Bobby Gonzales
Appropriating money to the Economic Development 
Department to develop a smartphone application and 
computer software for forest restoration projects.
Died in the House Business & Industry Committee.

Senate Bill 1, Senator Michael S. Sanchez
Appropriating money to the State Land Office to study 
the feasibility of New Mexico acquiring certain “dis-
posal” lands from the federal Bureau of Land Manage-
ment. 
Died in the Senate Finance Committee.

Senate Bill 77, Senator Timothy M. Keller and 
Representative Brian F. Egolf
Requiring additional procedures in the application 
process for the diversion of water for use outside its 
basin of origin.
Never received a hearing.

Senate Bill 80, Senator George K. Munoz
Exempting Humate Mines from the permitting re-
quirements of the New Mexico Mining Act.
Passed both the Senate and House unanimously after 
substantial amendments were made to address envi-
ronmental concerns.

Senate Bill 89, Senator Peter Wirth
Requiring the Interstate Stream Commission to spend 
federal dollars from the Arizona Water Settlements 
Act on conservation alternatives to meeting water de-
mand needs without diverting the Gila River. 
Died in the Senate Conservation Committee.

Senate Bill 90, Senator Peter Wirth
Prohibiting the Interstate Stream Commission from 
beginning a diversion project on the Gila River until 
funding has been secured to complete the project.
Never received a hearing.

Senate Bill 93, Senator Phil Griego
Enacting the Interstate Compact for the Prevention 
and Control of Forest Fires.
Died in the Senate Judiciary Committee.

Senate Bill 138, Senator William P. Soules
Appropriating money to establish a working group to 
study likely scenarios for water demand and supply, 
climate variability, and economic impacts to the state 
and to develop a list of vulnerabilities facing the state 
in the next 20 years. 
Died in the Senate Finance Committee.

Senate Memorial 36, Senator Michael Padilla
Requesting the New Mexico Congressional Delega-
tion, the U.S. Department of the Interior and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service work toward restoring fund-
ing for the remaining land acquisition for the Valle de 
Oro National Wildlife Refuge.
Passed the Senate 36-4.

Senate Memorial 47, Senator Ron Griggs
Proposing a framework for the transfer of federal 
lands within New Mexico’s borders to the state of New 
Mexico, and requesting a study of the capacity of state 
agencies to accommodate such a transfer.
Died in the Senate Rules Committee.
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AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student (under 18) ___
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               T-shirt & Shipping:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

Along with becoming a member, you can support AWF’s 
work by purchasing one of our Valles Caldera commemo-
rative T-shirts, designed by graphic artist and AWF board 
member Stephen Bohannon. It is printed on an organic 
cotton shirt and available in sizes S, M, L, & XL.

Price: $25    Shipping: $5

To order, mail in the form below or email your order to:
abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation has survived and thrived for a full century thanks to the dedication and gen-
erosity of generations of members who responded to the call to contribute. We encourage you to join this proud 
legacy by becoming a contributing member and helping support AWF’s restoration service projects, monthly con-
servation education presentations, and this year’s special 100th anniversary events.

MAKE THE NEXT 100 YEARS POSSIBLE: 
JOIN THE ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION!


