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In the very first edition of the Pine Cone, printed in De-
cember 1915, Aldo Leopold rallied early AWF members to 
advocate for legal protections for migratory birds, which 
were being hunted into extinction.

Three years later, Aldo and his colleagues won an impor-
tant victory with the enactment of the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act of 1918, one of the first environmental laws in 
our country’s history. By prohibiting the taking of migra-
tory birds and their parts without a permit, the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) set the stage for laws like the En-
dangered Species Act.

In recent years, the MBTA has been used to push corpo-
rations to adopt common-sense practices that have saved 
the lives of countless birds and other wildlife species, such 
as by covering up oil waste pits. The MBTA has also pro-
vided a remedy when birds are killed in environmental di-
sasters. For example, after the Deepwater Horizon oil spill 
in the Gulf of Mexico killed over one million birds, BP 
paid $100 million to restore habitat – thanks to the MBTA.

Unfortunately, this century-old law is under fierce attack.

Earlier this year, Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke announced 
that the federal government was changing how it will en-
force the law. Instead of interpreting the act to prohibit all 
taking of migratory birds, the government will now only 

punish the intentional killings of birds – allowing corpo-
rations to return to dangerous practices that unintention-
ally but predictably result in the deaths of protected birds.

Seventeen former Interior Department officials who 
served under Presidents Carter, Nixon, Ford, George H.W. 
Bush, Clinton, George W. Bush, and Obama wrote to Zin-
ke protesting this drastically narrowed new interpretation 
of the Act. Meanwhile, Congressional Republicans led by 
Representative Liz Cheney have introduced HR 4239 to 
permanently shrink the reach of the law.

More than 500 conservation organizations from all 50 
states have signed onto a letter objecting to the legislation 
and the Interior Department’s refusal to fully enforce the 
MBTA. If you’d like to join them, the Audubon Society 
has created an Action Alert you can use to contact your 
members of Congress. 

As Aldo Leopold urged his contemporaries: Remember 
the Buffalo! Remember that we have the power and the 
responsibility to protect wildlife from destruction.

A Century Later, Still Fighting for the Birds 
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Thursday, March 8, 2018, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House 
1600 5th Street Northwest

Topic: Aquaponics in New Mexico
Aquaponics combines the benefits of aquaculture fish farming techniques 
and hydroponic plant growing in a symbiotic relationship that eliminates 
many of the drawbacks present in each of those methods alone. Aquapon-
ics uses the natural fertilizer produced by the fish for the plants which, in 
turn, clean the water that is cycled back into the fish tanks. This alterna-
tive farming practice demonstrates symbiotic relationships between fish, 
plants, and micro-organisms with the potential to alleviate many of the 
shortcomings found in other food production methods. 

Join Ryan and Rebbekka Tynan while they facilitate a conversation about  
aquaponics, the environmental impact of agriculture, and the impact the 
current food system has on climate as a whole.

Topic: Aquaponics in New Mexico
Ryan and Rebbekka Tynan are UNM alumni and urban agriculture enthu-
siasts whose recent soiree into aquaponics has taught them many lessons 
they would like to share with you! 

Directions to the Meeting:
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th 
and Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.

MARCH 8, 2018 MEETING: Aquaponics in New Mexico
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2018 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 17................Day project at Valle de Oro
April 6-8.................Wolf Creek, Ft. Union, NM
May 4-6..................Red Canyon Reserve
May 18-20...............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
June 22-24..............Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
July 27-29................Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
August 10-12...........Valles Caldera 
Aug 31-Sept 2..........Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
September 28-30.....Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM
October 20.............Day project at Cedro Creek

AWF BOARD 2018
OFFICERS
President – Kristina G. Fisher
Vice President – Cameron Weber
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt

DIRECTORS
Shawna Ballay
Braden Belliveau
Stephen Bohannon
Phil Carter
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus

MARCH 17, 2018 SERVICE PROJECT: Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge

LOCATION: Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge in the South Valley 
of Albuquerque

THE PROJECT: Join AWF for our first volunteer project of the 2018 
season! We will be partnering with WildEarth Guardians, Defenders of 
Wildlife, and other partners on this project at the Valle de Oro National 
Wildlife Refuge.

Valle de Oro was once a working dairy farm, and it is now one of the 
nation’s newest urban wildlife refuges. The refuge recently completed its 
environmental assessment, laying the groundwork for lots of habitat res-
toration work over the coming months and years. Volunteers will be plant-
ing cottonwood and willow seedlings, removing invasive vegetation, and 
assisting with other needs around the refuge (e.g., working on fences, trail 
maintenance, clean-up around the main building and around the refuge). 

SCHEDULE: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Saturday, March 17, 2018 

GEAR: For this project, you will need gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, 
sturdy boots, and sunscreen. Wear layers as the day may start off cool and 
warm up towards lunch.
 
FOOD: Please bring snacks and plenty of water/fluids.

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com or 505-480-2906. 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.
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Thanks to our renewed and lifetime members! 
Your dues make AWF’s volunteer restoration projects and monthly educational presentations possible. 

If you haven’t yet renewed your membership for 2018, it’s not too late! Just complete the membership form on 
the last page of this newsletter or on our website (abq.nmwildlife.org).

Michael & Julie Bain
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Alaina Pershall
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Mieka Ritsema
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Toby Rosenblatt
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Bob Tilley
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Glinda Wyndorf
Bill Zeedyk & Mary Maulsby

Bill Zenger



UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Banff Mountain Film Festival
MARCH 9-10, Kimo Auditorium, Albuquerque
MARCH 12-13, Lensic Theater, Santa Fe
This event brings films from the 42nd annual Banff Mountain Film Festival to 
about 400 communities around the world. From an exploration of remote 
landscapes and mountain cultures to adrenaline-fueled action sports, films in 
this year’s world tour are sure to captivate and amaze the explorer within you. 
For information on the Albuquerque dates: 
http://nmwild.org/events-outings/113-banff-mountain-film-festival-world-tour
For information on the Santa Fe dates: https://www.sfct.org/events/banff-mountain-film-festival

Star Party at Cerrillos Hills State Park
FRIDAY, MARCH 9, 2018, 7:00 P.m.
Explore the night sky above the park. Catch the green laser guided tour of bright stars and constellations fol-
lowed by close-up views of star clusters, nebulae and distant galaxies through telescopes. Meet in the main park-
ing lot, ½ mile north of Cerrillos village on County Road 59. Cost: $5 exact change cash or check per vehicle or 
free with a valid New Mexico State Parks pass. For more info: http://www.cerrilloshills.org/events/star-party-10

What is Holtec? Why does it matter? What can you do?
MONDAY, MARCH 19, 6:30 p.m., First Congregational Church, 2801 Lomas Blvd NE, Albuquerque
SOUTHWEST RESEARCH & INFORMATION CENTER
A high level radioactive nuclear waste site is proposed for SE New Mexico. Spent nuclear fuel rods from decom-
missioned nuclear power plants from 35 states would be transported across the country to the site near Hobbs. 
Don Hancock with the Southwest Research and Information Center and Sr. Joan Brown of NM Interfaith Power 
and Light will share information about this project, why it is a moral and ethical concern and what you can do. 
For more info, contact info@nm-ipl.org.
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   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student (under 18) ___
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


