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Wildlife and Conservation Legislation in the 2023 Legislative Session

As the 2023 New Mexico legislative session races to-
ward its conclusion on March 18, a number of wildlife
and conservation bills are under consideration.

One of the central debates this session is how to make
the most of a big budget surplus: the state has about
$3.5 billion in new funding available as a result of the
oil and gas boom. (For context, New Mexico’s entire
state budget is just over $9 billion.)

Conservation and environmental proposals for that
funding include Senate Bill 9, which would invest
around $185 million in a new Conservation Legacy
Permanent Fund and Land of Enchantment Legacy
Fund. These funds would generate around $12.5 mil-
lion a year for a variety of environmental purposes, in-
cluding restoration projects under the River Steward-
ship Program.

In addition, the budget passed by the House includes
$7.5 million in funding for the Strategic Water Re-
serve, which acquires instream water rights to keep the
state’s rivers flowing for the sake of endangered species
and interstate compacts.

Senate Bill 72 proposes to create a fund to help pay for
wildlife corridor infrastructure such as road crossings.
The bill was introduced with a $50 million appropria-
tion; however the budget passed by the House included
just $5 million. Senate Bill 72 passed the Senate 37-2
and is under consideration in the House.
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Several bills have been introduced to revamp the State
Game Commission. House Bill 486 proposed to re-
name it the State Wildlife Commission and broaden its
duties from the management of game animals and fish
to the conservation of all wildlife. Unfortunately, that
bill appears to be stuck in the House.

House Bill 184 proposes a narrower change: intead of
having seven members all appointed by the governor,
the commission would have three members appointed
by the governor, one from each congressional district,
and four members appointed by legislative leader-
ship. Legislative appointees would include a rancher or
farmer; a conservationist with a wildlife organization
not focused on a game species; a hunter or angler; and a
scientist with a master’s degree wildlife biology, conser-
vation biology, or a similar field. House Bill 184 passed
the House 45-21 and is before the Senate.

Finally, the Green Amendment (Senate Joint Resolu-
tion 6 & House Joint Resolution 4), is sadly strug-
gling to gain traction. This proposal would enshrine
an enforceable right to a clean and healthy environ-
ment in the state constitution. Major reforms like the
Green Amendment often take several years to make it
through the process, but hopefully it will not be too
much longer before we elevate a livable environment to
the status it deserves as a protected constitutional right
for every New Mexican.
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MARCH 11, 2023 SERVICE PROJECT: Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge

LOCATION: Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge in the South Valley
of Albuquerque

THE PROJECT: Join AWF for our first volunteer project of the 2023
season! We will be partnering with Rio Grande Return, Friends of the Valle
de Oro, and others on this project at the Valle de Oro National Wildlife Ref-
uge. Valle de Oro was once a working dairy farm, and it is now one of the
nation’s first urban wildlife refuges. Lots of work is underway to improve
habitat and visitor resources at the refuge.

During this year’s project, volunteers will be planting native tree seedlings,
grasses, and plants.

SCHEDULE: 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 11

GEAR: For this project, you will need gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants,
sturdy boots, and sunscreen. Wear layers as the day may start off cool and
warm up later.

FOOD: Please bring snacks, your own lunch, and plenty of water.

TO SIGN UP: Contact Cameron at cameron.weber @gmail.com
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

2023 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 11 Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge

April 7-9 Ft. Union Ranch

May 19-21 Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge

June 24 Manuelitas Creek

June 16-18 Rolling Hills Ranch

July 14-16 Gallinas Post-Fire Restoration

July 28-30 Valle Vidal

August 1820 Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
September 1-4 Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
September 15-17 Cebolla Canyon, El Malpais

October 20-22 Gutierrez Family Ranch

November 4

Rio Grande Bosque, Albuquerque

AWF BOARD 2023

OFFICERS

President — Cameron Weber
Vice President — Phil Carter
Treasurer — Laurie Marnell
Secretary — Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS

Abe Aufdermaner

Steven del Favero

Lia Griesser

10by Rosenblarr

Barbara Rosensimon
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Sean Solowiej

Hamish Thomson

Bob Tilley

Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Leopold Week: Nurturing Reciprocity - Virtual Speaker Series

MARCH 3-MARCH 10, online

Modern voices of the conservation movement help us to nurture reciprocity with nature—giving back to an
Earth that gives so much to us. To register:

https://www.aldoleopold.org/news-events/leopold-week/leopold-week-2023-nurturing-reciprocity/

Beaver Reintroduction at Bandelier National Monument

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8, 6:00 p.m., Los Alamos & streamed online

PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER

Priscilla Hare, Biological Science Technician at Bandelier National Monument, will share
information about the beaver reintroduction program at the park. Bandelier has been
reintroducing beavers to Frijoles Canyon since 2019. Learn about the reintroduction pro-
gram and how beavers help the ecosystem and provide habitat for many species.

For more info: https://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=45397

Lessons in Tracking Wildlife

MONDAY, MARCH 13, 6:00 p.m., online

PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER

Join Mariana Rivera Freeman for a presentation on identifying the tracks and signs
of northern New Mexico wildlife, putting clues together to tell a story, and what
tracking wildlife can teach us about animal behavior, ecosystems, and life.

For more info: https://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=45412

Banff Film Festival

MARCH 13 & 14, 7:00 p.m., Lensic Theater, Santa Fe

SANTA FE CONSERVATION TRUST

It’s the Santa Fe Conservation Trust’s 30th anniversary and their 10th year bringing the Banff Film Festival to
Santa Fe! Come both nights to celebrate and watch up to 16 different films from 45 award-winners and audi-
ence favorites from the Banff Centre Mountain Film and Book Festival.

For tickets: https://sfct.org/events/banff-mountain-film-festival/

Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge Tree & Shrub Planting

MARCH 18, Rio Mora National Wildlife Refuge

IMPACT OUTDOORS

We will be working with Hermit’s Peak Watershed Alliance, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and Rio Mora
Refuge to improve habitat. This event is open to the public but will include an online classroom component
for our youth prior to the event so youth participants can scaffold information about habitat improvement
prior to being in the field. For more information, contact Matt at: ImpactOutdoors.NM@gmail.com

Tres Lagunas Marshland Cleanup

MARCH 25, Santa Rosa, NM

IMPACT OUTDOORS

We will be working with the Blue Hole Cienega, private landowners, and the Guadalupe County to clean up
this once vibrant marshland. We will be collecting data on species found prior to our habitat improvements
and youth and adults will be logging observations as well as participating in the clean up. For more information
about participating, contact Matt at: ImpactOutdoors.NM@gmail.com



JOIN US!

Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members.

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by
becoming a member or renewing your membership.

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | RO. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

3 Yes, I'd like to join AWF! 3 This is a gift membership from:

name(s):

address:

city, state, zip:

phone: email:

O Student $10

3 Individual $25

3 Family S35 Dues: $
3 Sustaining $50-99 I

3 Patron $100 Extra Contribution: $

O Lifetime $500 (one-time payment) TOTAL ENCLOSED: $



