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This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers Act, which was passed to protect certain rivers 
in their natural and free-flowing state. The law was a com-
panion to the Wilderness Act, which was designed to pre-
serve some wild lands that were “untrammeled by man.”

One of the first eight river reaches protected under the 
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act was the northern Rio Grande 
in Taos County. In 1994, the protected area was expanded 
to a total of 56 river miles of the Rio Grande, beginning at 
the Colorado border.

Setting aside these protected river reaches is essential, as 
nearly two-thirds of New Mexico’s flowing rivers have al-
ready been modified by dams, diversions, and develop-
ments. However, Wild and Scenic River protections only 
cover about 124 of the 108,014 river miles in the state – 
about one-tenth of one percent. 

Outside of these protected reaches, conflicts over access 
to New Mexico’s flowing rivers have been heating up. In 
2015, the state legislature quietly passed a law allowing 
private landowners to certify streambeds as private prop-
erty and bar public access to rivers that flow through pri-
vate land. As a result, barbed wire fences have sprung up 
across rivers, blocking boaters and anglers from areas they 
have traditionally used.

This past December, the New Mexico Game and Fish 
Department waded into the issue by promulgating a rule 
(with only 10 days public notice) that would prevent New 
Mexicans from accessing public waters that flow through 
private land. This rule contradicts a 2016 Attorney Gener-
al’s Opinion stating that it would violate the New Mexico 
Constitution to exclude the public from boating or fishing 
on waters that flow through private property. Conserva-
tionists are considering a legal challenge to the new rule.

After one of the driest winters on record, tensions over 
New Mexico’s rivers will be fiercer than ever in the coming 
months. Fourteen miles of the Rio Grande have already 
dried, including a stretch through the Bosque del Apache 
Wildlife Refuge. Fish biologists have been salvaging en-
dangered silvery minnows, and water managers are strug-
gling with how best to meet the many competing needs. 
Farmers, recreationists, cities, and conservationists are all 
hoping for a strong monsoon season to bring our rivers 
back to life. Meanwhile, the larger debate over how best to 
share our public waters and protect them for future gen-
erations continues. 

Let the Rivers Run
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Thursday, May 10, 2018, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House 
1600 5th Street Northwest

Topic: Bat Conservation in New Mexico
Bats are endearing, endlessly fascinating animals synonymous with di-
versity, which characterizes every facet of bat ecology from geographical 
range to foraging and roosting behavior. Join Justin Stevenson to learn 
about the biology and behavior of New Mexico’s extraordinary and diverse 
bat fauna, current conservation threats, and how you can help support 
these incredibly important mammals.

Speakers: Justin Stevenson
Justin is co-founder of R.D. Wildlife Management and Fightwns, a 501(c)3 
advocacy initiative focused on raising critical white-nose syndrome re-
search funds. Justin, formerly co-chair of the New Mexico Bat Working 
Group, currently serves as Vice President of the Western Bat Working 
Group. Justin works diligently and passionately to increase awareness and 
further bat conservation nationwide.

Directions to the Meeting:
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th 
and Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.

MAY 10, 2018 MEETING: CONSERVING NEW MEXICO’S BATS
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2018 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 17................Day project at Valle de Oro
April 6-8.................Wolf Creek, Ft. Union, NM
May 4-6..................Red Canyon Reserve
May 18-20...............Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
June 22-24..............Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
July 27-29................Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
August 10-12...........Valles Caldera 
Aug 31-Sept 2..........Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
September 28-30.....Cebolla Canyon near Grants, NM
October 20.............Day project at Cedro Creek

AWF BOARD 2018
OFFICERS
President – Kristina G. Fisher
Vice President – Cameron Weber
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Toby Rosenblatt

DIRECTORS
Shawna Ballay
Braden Belliveau
Stephen Bohannon
Phil Carter
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Bob Tilley
Kristin Van Fleet
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus

MAY 4-6, 2018 SERVICE PROJECT: Red Canyon Reserve

LOCATION: The Quivira Coalition’s Red Canyon Reserve, near Socorro

THE PROJECT: For this project, AWF is partnering with the Quivira 
Coalition to conduct landscape health monitoring and build restoration 
structures at Red Canyon Reserve. This rangeland property is managed 
as a land-based laboratory for experimenting with innovative restoration 
techniques designed for an arid environment. Volunteers will build rock 
restoration structures to remediate headcuts in the canyon and will also 
assess vegetation health using Kirk Gadzia’s Bull’s Eye method.

SCHEDULE: Friday, May 4 – Sunday, May 6

We’ll meet at the site Friday evening, work most of the day Saturday, and 
finish up Sunday morning. Volunteers are welcome to stay for the whole 
weekend, join us just for the Saturday work day, or camp just one of the 
two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping. For the 
work, don’t forget gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and 
sunscreen. Warm clothes for the evenings and plenty of water are essential.
 

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bi-
son or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to share for 
the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday dinner, 
Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com or 505-480-2906. 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.
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LOCATION: Rio Mora National Wildlife Refuge near Las Vegas, NM

THE PROJECT: Later this month, AWF volunteers will return to one of 
our favorite project sites: the Rio Mora National Wildlife Refuge (formerly 
the Wind River Ranch). The refuge was established in 2012 with the goal 
of protecting and restoring riparian and grassland habitat for the benefit of 
a wide variety of species, including long–billed curlew, loggerhead shrike, 
burrowing owl, mountain plover, Southwestern willow flycatcher, a num-
ber of aquatic species, and migratory grassland and woodland birds. 

AWF volunteers have participated in restoration activities on the property 
both before and after it became a national wildlife refuge. This year, we will 
continue our work hand-building rock restoration structures to help hold 
water on the landscape and make the habitat even better for wildlife.

SCHEDULE: Friday, May 18 – Sunday, May 20

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping. For the 
work, don’t forget gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and 
sunscreen. Warm clothes for the evenings and plenty of water are essential.
 

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bi-
son or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring a dish to share for 
the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday dinner, 
Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Contact Scial at rioscial@gmail.com or 505-480-2906. 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

MAY 18-20, 2018 SERVICE PROJECT: Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
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RECAP OF APRIL 2018 FORT UNION RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT

During the first weekend in April, AWF partnered with the Hermit’s Peak 
Watershed Alliance to complete a restoration project at Fort Union Ranch. 
This 90,000-acre ranch is being managed with a focus on conservation and 
good range management, and the restoration structures we built will help 
repair damage from many years of roads and heavy grazing during the ac-
tive years of Fort Union during the late 1800s.

Everyone enjoyed the chance to spend time at the Marshall Ranch House 
and learn more about the history of the area from its current managers. By 
the end of Saturday, this energetic group of volunteers had constructed 11 
large one-rock dams to help slow the water in Wolf Creek and restore this 
precious wetland area. 

We look forward to partnering with Hermit’s Peal Watershed Alliance 
again in the future!

Thanks, Volunteers!
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Laurie Marnell
Joshua Miner
Eliza Montoya

Shantini Ramakrishnan 
Luis Ramirez

Toby Rosenblatt
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Mickey Stark
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     See lots more photos of this and other restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!



UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Ourdoor Economics Conference
THURSDAY, MAY 3-FRIDAY, MAY 4, 2018
Hotel Encanto de Las Cruces, Las Cruces, NM
The New Mexico Outdoor Economics Conference is a unique opportu-
nity for community leaders, entrepreneurs, and advocates to learn suc-
cessful economic development strategies connected to protected pub-
lic lands. This conference will highlight national leaders in the outdoor recreation industry who have developed 
successful policies and businesses. Citizens and leaders from across New Mexico and beyond who are interested 
in developing and enhancing their outdoor recreation economy are encouraged to attend.
For more info and to register: https://outdooreconomicsnm.com/

Celebrate World Migratory Bird Day at the New Mexico Wildlife Center!
NEW MEXICO WILDLIFE CENTER, 19 Wheat St., Española, NM
SATURDAY, MAY 12, 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
With a focus on conservation, this event will allow visitors to attend wildlife presentations, 
watch raptors eating up close, and meet Linda Compton, the author of “Winged Gifts of 
Grace.” There will be arts and crafts activities for children, and even a nacho bar! Professional 
and amateur photographers will also display and sell beautiful images of birds.

Edgewood Cavern: An Unusual Underground Discovery
PEEC NATURE CENTER, Los Alamos, NM
TUESDAY, MAY 22, 2018, 7:00 p.m.
In 1970, a new geologic discovery was made in Edgewood, at the southern edge of Santa Fe county near I-40. 
A water-well driller hit a void and dropped his drill bit. Air pressure from the hole indicated that the void was 
likely a large cave. Over the years local cavers explored and mapped miles of passages in the cave, notable for its 
extensive jointing and the ease of getting lost in it. 260 million-year-old fossils are exposed in one region of the 
cave. In recent months, significant work has been undertaken to clean up the property and build a permanent 
structure to protect the entrance of the cave. This should provide long-term safe access for explorers and cave 
scientists. Highlights of earlier trips into the cave will be shown at this presentation, along with the 2018 clean 
up and refurbishment at the entrance. For more info: http://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=23543
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   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student (under 18) ___
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


