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As I write this, the second largest wildfire in our state’s 
history is tearing through small, beautiful, forested 
communities in northeastern New Mexico. 

The Hermit’s Peak-Calf Canyon Fire is 176,000 acres 
and growing, surpassing the Las Conchas fire that 
burned over 156,000 acres of the Jemez in 2011, and 
trailing only the 2012 Whitewater-Baldy fire complex, 
which consumed 300,000 acres of the Gila.

The fire regime has shifted rapidly in recent years. A 
century’s worth of fire suppression and other problem-
atic management decisions have resulted in unnatural-
ly dense forests. Now those forests are being cooked by 
climate change: this April was the fourth windiest and 
single driest in Las Vegas, NM since record-keeping be-
gan in the 1940s. Six weeks into this year’s fire season, 
211 fires have burned 230,000 acres, nearly twice the 
area that burned during all of last year.

Right now, we are in the midst of 100 straight hours of 
the “worst possible” fire conditions, hot and dry with 
sustained high winds. This comes on top of last Friday’s 
“epic fire weather,” which followed the Friday before, 
April 22, during which hurricane-strength winds first 
blew up the Hermit’s Peak-Calf Canyon fire into a hor-
rifying inferno.

We are grateful that, although the fire reached AWF 
Emeritus Board Member Bill Zeedyk’s property that 
day, his defensible space held, and his house still stands. 

But hundreds of homes have been lost, including many 
that have been in their families for generations. Over 
16,000 homes are currently under evacuation orders. 

Facing the reality of this catastrophically changing new 
climate is the first step: the next is figuring out what we 
need to do to adapt to it.

The first immediate needs are triage: on the following 
page, you will find information about donating and 
volunteering to help address the immediate needs of 
the people displaced by this year’s fires. 

Looking ahead, our work will need to evolve so that 
we are not just redressing the ecological damage of the 
past, but also the ongoing destruction of the present. 
We had a chance to assist with post-fire remediation 
last September in the wake of the 4,000-acre Medio 
fire near Santa Fe. That work helped protect the Rio en 
Medio watershed for wildlife and downstream commu-
nities, and hold soil and water to nurture the next gen-
eration of vegetation to replace what burned. Now that 
same sort of work is needed on a vastly larger scale. We 
are already reaching out and planning for how AWF 
can be a part of this work – let us know if you have 
contacts or ideas to share with us.  

The changes we face are daunting and heartbreaking, 
but this is the challenge of our generation, and we will 
rise to meet it. We have a chance, as we rebuild, to do 
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it better this time, to figure out healthier and more sus-
tainable ways to live in these landscapes so that future 
generations will not have to survive such a cataclysmic 
age.

Thanks to Conservation Voters of New Mexico for 
compiling this helpful list of resources - for more in-
formation and updated details, please visit:
https://cvnm.org/ways-to-help-fire-ravaged-communities/

Basic Fire Information
•	 NM Department of Homeland Security and 

Emergency Management (NMDHSEM): 
       nmdhsem.org/2022-wildfires
•	 Fire Resource Hotline: 
       1-800-432-2080 (Option #4)
•	 New Mexico Fire Information:
       https://nmfireinfo.com

Applying for Assistance
•	 https://www.disasterassistance.gov
•	 1-800-621-3362 (FEMA)
•	 1-800-462-7585 (TTY) for hearing and speech 

impaired

Donations & Financial Assistance
All Together New Mexico
•	 Grants will go to emergency shelters, food and 

water distribution and access to medical support
•	 Donations are tax-deductible
•	 https://www.alltogethernm.org

Laguna Pueblo Community Foundation - 
Cochiti Fire Relief Fund
•	 Donate: https://lagunacf.org
•	 Drop off supplies: Pueblo of Cochiti Checkpoint 

across from the Pueblo Visitor Center - 1101 
NM-22, Cochiti Pueblo, NM 87072

•	 For more information on making a delivery: 505-
219-5982

Las Vegas New Mexico Community Foundation
•	 Donations go to relief organizations with estab-

lished programs in San Miguel & Mora counties
•	 https://www.lvnmcf.com/donate-now/

Santa Fe Fire Department Station 5
1130 Siler Road (1-505-955-3500) is accepting dona-
tions of food and supplies between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
weekdays. Items requested: nonperishable foods, 
sports drinks, children’s clothing and toys, diapers, 
personal hygiene items and paper products, as well 
as animal feed, troughs, hay, bowls and crates

State Employees Credit Union 
https://www.secunm.org (1-800-983-7328) is ac-
cepting monetary donations that will go to the 
“Northern NM Fires” fund. The credit union also is 
accepting nonperishable food items, bottled wa-
ter, new and unused blankets, clothing and hygiene 
products.

Santa Fe Habitat for Humanity is accepting goods 
at the ReStore, 2520 Camino Entrada. Requested 
items: nonperishable food, hygiene products, clean-
ing products, feminine products, clothes, diapers 
and baby food.
•	 https://www.facebook.com/SantaFeHabitatReStore/
•	 1-505-473-1114
•	 https://santafehabitat.org

Food Depot Disaster Relief Fund 
•	 https://thefooddepot.org/disaster-relief/ 
•	 505-471-1633
is accepting money, food, water and hygiene items 
for evacuees and emergency responders.

Melissa Sandoval in Peñasco is running the emer-
gency wildfire relief center that has recently been 
set up. She needs volunteers to come over and help 
her Wednesday, Thursday and Friday (though she 
would appreciate help on other days as well). 
Melissa’s phone number is (575) 779-3057. 
Her assistant, Annette Sanchez is (575) 770-9042. 
She is also in need of supplies; call to find out more.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 - FIRE RESOURCES:

Kristina G. Fish er
AWF Secretary
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RECAP OF APRIL 22-24, 2022 PROJECT: RED CANYON

     See more photos of AWF’s restoration projects at: abq.nmwildlife.org!

On April 22-24, a great crew of new and experienced volunteers joined 
AWF and the Quivira Coalition at Quivira’s Red Canyon Reserve, on the 
eastern edge of the San Mateo Mountains near Magdalena. Volunteers who 
arrived Friday enjoyed a day of educational workshops with Quivira on top-
ics ranging from groundwater management to bat monitoring. 

On Saturday, some volunteers assisted with the annual assessment of veg-
etation health and diversity on the ranch, while others seeded and mulched 
areas that had been disturbed during larger-scale restoration work. Volun-
teers then built a series of one-rock dams to slow and spread water, and to 
lift the bed of a gully that had eroded along an old utility line. Steve Carson, 
Red Canyon’s restoration expert, told us that the work we were doing rep-
resented the culmination of 20 years of building rock structures to improve 
habitat and landscape health on the ranch. After we wrapped up the res-
toration work, we enjoyed a geology walk-and-talk through Red Canyon, 
examining faults, volcanism, and the history of water on the landscape. 

The Quivira Coalition will be organizing another workshop at Red Canyon 
later this year, and we encourage you to join them!

Thanks, Volunteers!
CJ Ames
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Steve Carson
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Leah Potter-Weight
Bryan Romkey

Toby Rosenblatt
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Antoinette Rubolino

Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Sean Solowiej
Cory Strauss

Marilynn Szydlowski
Dan Taylor

Hamish Thomson
Gloria Vigil

Peter Watson
Cameron Weber

Sarah Wentzel-Fisher
Zach Withers
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Map by AWF volunteer Steve del Favero



ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
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Wetland Restoration on the SFCT Conservation Homestead
SATURDAY, MAY 14, 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
SANTA FE CONSERVATION TRUST
On Saturday, May 14 we’ll be building several wicker-weirs, buried posts with interwoven sticks and branches 
from the ground level up that help to create a meander and slow the flow of water through the wetland. Slow-
ing the flow of water from rainfall will allow it to infiltrate and raise the water table to begin the process of 
bringing the wetland back to life. Lunch provided. To sign up to participate, email: info@sfct.org. 

Tree Plantings & Watering in Santa Fe County
SATURDAY, MAY 14 & SATURDAY, MAY 21
Help plant native and drought tolerant plants in five locations to restore nat-
ural areas and increase access to green space. To sign up: 
https://www.santafecountynm.gov/earthday
To help water previously planted trees along the Santa Fe River, Wednesday 
mornings at 9:00 a.m., email amara@santafewatershed.org.

BioChar in the Southwest Webinar
TUESDAY, MAY 24, 3:00-4:30, online
Join the Quivira Coalition for a discussion with Kelpie Wilson of Wilson Biochar about making and using bio-
char, everywhere from gardens to forests. More info: https://quiviracoalition.org/events/biochar-webinar/

Solitude Monitoring
NEW MEXICO WILD
NM Wild offers ongoing Solitude Monitoring opportunities in the Cerro del Yuta, Rio San 
Antonio, and Sabinoso wilderness areas. Solitude Monitoring helps New Mexico Wild and 
relevant agencies collect important data about visitation to these areas. To learn more and 
sign up for a brief training, email will@nmwild.org!

2022 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 5 & 6..............Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge
April 1-3.....................Ft. Union Ranch
April 22-24.................Red Canyon Reserve
May 20-22...................Ft. Union/Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
June 10-12..................Gutierrez Family Ranch
July 22-24...................Valle Vidal
August 12-14...............Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM 
September 2-5.............Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
October 7-9.................Rolling Hills Ranch
October 28-30.............Cebolla Canyon
November 5................Day project at Cedro Creek

AWF BOARD 2022
OFFICERS
President – Cameron Weber
Vice President – Phil Carter
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS
Lia Griesser
Rachel Moore
Toby Rosenblatt
Barbara Rosensimon
Paul Ross
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson
Bob Tilley
Mara Yarbrough
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student  ___________
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


