
THE PINE CONE
Official Newsletter of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation

November 2018

In January 1917, former President Theodore Roosevelt 
wrote to Aldo Leopold: “My dear Mr. Leopold: Through 
you, I wish to congratulate the Albuquerque [Wildlife 
Federation] on what it is doing. I have just read the Pine 
Cone. I think your platform simply capital, and I earnestly 
hope that you will get the right type of game warden. It 
seems to me that your association in New Mexico is set-
ting an example to the whole country.”

Leopold and the other founders of AWF had been cam-
paigning for the appointment of a nonpolitical game 
warden who would effectively enforce hunting laws and 
preserve species and their habitats for future generations. 
After a lot of hard work, they accomplished their goal, 
persuading lawmakers to create a State Game Commis-
sion and eventually to delegate the commission the power 
to hire a professional State Game Warden.

Unfortunately, in recent years New Mexico’s Game and 
Fish Commission has too often failed to fulfill its mission 

of “conserving New Mexico’s wildlife for future genera-
tions” – like when it rejected a State Wildlife Action Plan 
in 2016 because it protected “too many” species, or the 
many times it has opposed efforts to restore the Mexican 
gray wolf to its traditional territory.

The good news for us is that we don’t have to limit our-
selves to earnestly hoping for the right type of wildlife 
management: we can vote for it.

Two of the most important decision-makers on these is-
sues in New Mexico are the governor, who appoints the 
members of the Game and Fish Commission, and the 
Commissioner of Public Lands, who oversees 13 million 
acres of State Trust Land and controls access to 9 million 
acres for hunting, camping and other recreational uses.

Backcountry Hunters and Anglers, along with a coalition 
of other groups including AWF, have submitted questions 
to the candidates running for office in New Mexico this 
fall, and you can read all about their positions on public 
lands, outdoor recreation, and more here. 

So get informed, and go vote! (You can find your near-
est polling place and a sample ballot at nmvote.org.) If 
enough conservationists make their voices heard this elet-
cion, we may once again have the type of wildlife and wild 
lands management that will make New Mexico a model 
for the nation.

Voting for Our Land, Water, and Wildlife
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Thursday, November 8, 2018, 7:30 pm
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House 
1600 5th Street Northwest

The Bosque Ecosystem Monitoring Program (BEMP)
At this month’s AWF meeting, we will learn about the work of the Bosque 
Ecosystem Monitoring Program (BEMP), a long-term ecological research 
organization involving citizen scientists (mainly K-12 students and their 
teachers) who monitor key indicators of structural and functional change 
in the Middle Rio Grande riparian forest, or “bosque.” Started with fewer 
than 200 students in 1997, BEMP now has ~7,000 students from over 40 
schools per year participating in field data collection, lab processing, class-
room activities, and events – all helping to increase their understanding 
and appreciation of science and the riparian ecosystem and supporting 
science education reform efforts. Data collected from 34 sites along 350 
miles of the Rio Grande are used by federal and state agencies to make 
land management decisions. The current bosque is a remnant of the 1941 
flood and the river regulations and manipulations of that time. Restoration 
of a cottonwood/willow forest under changing temperature regimes and 
decreasing water availability will be a challenge. Understanding the history 
of changes, current constraints, and implications of anthropogenic drivers 
on the river and its ecosystem can help us navigate successful management 
of the senescing cottonwood bosque.  

Speaker: Dr. Kim Eichhorst
Dr. Kim Eichhorst, Ph.D. is the Co-Director of the Bosque Ecosystem 
Monitoring Program (BEMP) and a Research Associate Professor at the 
University of New Mexico (UNM). She started research in the bosque in 
1995, working with Dr. Cliff Crawford. Her dissertation focused on herbi-
vores, cottonwoods, and pollution in urban and rural areas. She has worked 
for BEMP since 1996, first as a grad student, then as data manager, science 
director, and now co-director. Her work with BEMP focuses on bosque 
ecology and the impacts of historic and anthropogenic drivers, as well as 
the importance of environmental education and promoting a sense of stew-
ardship in today’s students. 

Directions to the Meeting:
The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th and 
Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.

NOVEMBER 8, 2018 MEETING: The Bosque Ecosystem Monitoring Program
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RECAP OF OCTOBER 20, 2018 RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT

For our final project of 2018, it was a pleasure to return to the headwaters 
of Cedro Creek, where AWF partnered with the Quivira Coalition to build 
a series of restoration structures seven years ago. Since then, rains have 
washed sediment over much of what we built, raising and widening the 
streambed and filing the channel with lush green grasses. 

With the help of experienced volunteers and several new recruits –  in-
cluding a couple of hardworking members of the Rocky Mountain Youth 
Corps! – we repaired, shored up, and added layers to a half-dozen major 
structures to continue the healing of this landscape. Then we closed out a 
successful year of restoration work with a potluck lunch and celebration. 
We wish all our volunteers a wonderful winter and we look forward to see-
ing you out on the land again next year!

Thanks, Volunteers!
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Laurie Marnell
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Cameron Weber



ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION, EST. 1914   •   THE PINE CONE,  NOVEMBER 2018

   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

Valle de Oro Community Update
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2018, 5:30-7:00 p.m.
Mountain View Community Center
Stay updated about development and projects that are happening on and 
around Valle de Oro NWR at this third Community Update and Open House.  
Learn about how the refuge is changing and ask questions about ongoing 
projects. Spanish translation and sign language interpretation will be avail-
able. Kids activities and light refreshments are provided. 
More info: https://www.facebook.com/events/242052746469362/

Sevilleta Fall Family Fair
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2018, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge
Join staff, volunteers, and your friends for a fun day of family activities. Winners of the “Drawn to Sevilleta” 
competition will be honored. More info: https://www.facebook.com/events/2030620133656669/

Bosquitos Movie Night: “The Right to Be Wild” 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2018, 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Albuquerque Center for Peace & Justice, 202 Harvard Dr SE, Albuquerque 87106
Join the youth group of the Bosque Action Team for this movie about Mexican gray wolves and a Q&A with 
wildlife biologist Dave Parsons. Doors will open at 6 pm with slices of pizza for sale and the film will start at 6:30. 
David Parsons is a career wildlife biologist who led the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services effort to restore Mexican 
Gray Wolves to the wild from 1990-1999. 
For more info: https://act.sierraclub.org/events/details?formcampaignid=7010Z00000277t8QAA

Santa Fe Watershed Association’s 4th Annual Winter Watershed Benefit
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2018, 5:00-8:00 p.m., Hotel Santa Fe

Join the Santa Fe Watershed Association for its 4th annual Winter Watershed 
Benefit, featuring a talk by John Fleck: “Bracing for troubled waters: Climate 
change risk to Santa Fe’s Colorado River water.” There will also be a silent auc-
tion of items and experiences from local vendors, including guided tours of 
rare Petroglyphs, hotel stays and spa treatments, gift baskets, art, jewelry, and 
much more! Event tickets available at: http://www.santafewatershed.org/

EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student (under 18) ___
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


