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When we’re out on the landscape moving rocks, plant-
ing seeds, or trimming juniper branches to weave into 
a beaver dam analog, the noise of politics can seem very 
far away. Yet the decisions made in the halls of power 
have a very real impact on the work AWF volunteers 
are able to do on the ground.

On November 5, every seat in the New Mexico legisla-
ture is up for election, along with the U.S. presidency 
and seats in Congress.

Will the leaders we elect this month favor restoration 
and conservation of public lands, or will they seek to 
sell off those public lands for private development? 
Will state and federal laws be passed to enhance protec-
tions for land, water, and wildlife, or to diminish them? 
Will agencies like the Department of the Interior and 
the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish be di-
rected to prioritize the protection of vulnerable species 
or to minimize it?

The wildlife and ecosystems that are most directly im-
pacted by these policy decisions have no vote and no 
voice in the system – except yours. So I hope you will 
keep them in mind as you head to the polls.

Early voting ends tomorrow, Saturday, November 2, 
and the final day to vote or turn in an absentee ballot 

is next Tuesday, November 5. You can find more infor-
mation about polling places and review your sample 
ballot on the state’s voter information portal: NMvote.
org

I hope you’ll join me at the polls, and then out on the 
land at AWF’s volunteer ecological restoration projects 
when our next season of projects begins in the spring.

Vote for Wildlife

Kristina G. Fish er
AWF Secretary
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RECAP OF OCTOBER 4-6, 2024 PROJECT: CEBOLLA CANYON

Last month, AWF volunteers returned to Cebolla Canyon for our 24th year 
restoring this unique landscape. Cebolla Spring provides a rare source of 
perennial water that wildlife has long depended on; once, the area was even 
known as a stopping place for sandhill cranes. The canyon gullied and dried 
out due to abandoned roads and irrigation ditches from homesteading and 
farming during the Dustbowl and Great Depression. Thanks to the work of 
AWF and others, the wetlands and wet meadows are expanding once again.

This year, volunteers built one-rock dams, media lunas, and rock rundowns 
in a section of the canyon where headcuts threaten upstream meadows. 
Volunteers also planted seeds from a wetland vegetation mix in the grow-
ing wetland downstream from Cebolla Spring. The weather was warm for 
October but otherwise excellent, and volunteers enjoyed spotting wildlife, 
including a young bull snake! Each time we return to Cebolla, it is a little 
greener. As Bill has said, it took 70 years for this landscape to unravel and 
dry out, and it may take us 70 to restore it to health, but we are on our way.

Thanks, Volunteers!
Abe Aufdermauer

Betty Bastai

Peter Callen

Phil Carter

Steve del Favero

Candace Duran

Russ Duran

Mathew Freeman

Alison George

Laurie Marnell

Quintin Muhlenkamp

Laura Murphy

Bob Nordstrum

Barbara Rosensimon

Scial

Marilynn Szydlowski 

Hamish Thomson
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RECAP OF OCTOBER 26, 2024 PROJECT: CEDRO CREEK

For AWF’s final ecological restoration project of 2024, we returned to 
Cedro Creek near Tijeras, an important spot for wildlife traversing between 
the Sandia and Manzano mountains. AWF volunteers have participated in 
restoration work in this watershed since the early 1990s, and that work has 
resulted in an increase in the abundance and diversity of vegetation, as well 
as a healthier watershed with more perennial pools for wildlife.

This year, an enthusiastic group of new and seasoned volunteers worked 
in a tributary to Cedro Creek, which joins the main channel at Sabino Can-
yon. We repaired several one-rock dams, added layers to others, and built a 
series of new dams and baffles in a straight stretch of the channel that was 
being scoured and downcut in heavy flood flows. After the work wrapped 
up in the early afternoon, everyone enjoyed a potluck lunch at Pine Flat 
picnic area. It was a beautiful day and a great project to close out the 2024 
season – our thanks to the Forest Service for facilitating this work and this 
long-term partnership! Look for the schedule of next year’s projects in our 
February 2025 newsletter.

Thanks, Volunteers!
Phil Carter

Steve del Favero
Simon Doane

Kristina G. Fisher
Mathew Freeman
John Grabowska

Alan Gross
Mikaela Guggino
Cullen Hallmark

Robert Long
Laurie Marnell

Jacob McDaniel
Jaqueline Medina
Morgan Monroe

Raye Myers
Bob Nordstrum

Daniel Sice
Marilynn Szydlowski

Hamish Thomson
Simon Totaro

Alexcia Trujillo
Cameron Weber 



UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
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Meadow Mice and More: A Season of Discovery at Bandelier
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER, Los Alamos
Join Bandelier National Monument’s 2024 Scientists in the Parks interns as they share their experiences sup-
porting wildlife management at the park. The interns will discuss exciting projects they’ve been working on, 
including surveying for the endangered New Mexico meadow jumping mouse, monitoring beaver activity with 
trail cameras, and banding songbirds during fall migration.
More info at: https://peecla.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/peecla/event.jsp?event=53463&

Wolves in New Mexico: The Past, Present, and Future
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER, Los Alamos
Wolves once thrived in New Mexico and throughout the western U.S. until subject to a federal eradication 
campaign in the early 20th-century. Environmental historian and Valles Caldera educator Adam Dean will cover 
the history of wolves in New Mexico, drawing parallels to other states and even other countries. Valles Caldera 
Wildlife Biologist Steve Zanoni will discuss the famous wolf Asha’s (F2754) journey to the Valles Caldera, which 
marked the first documented case of a wolf in the area since 1932. 
More info at: https://peecla.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/peecla/event.jsp?event=56368&

Forestry / Fish & Wildlife Management Symposium
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Santa Fe Indian School, Abeyta Gym
Join this Community Based Education training and professional devel-
opment symposium with speakers presenting on fish habitat, forest 
restoration, reforestation, wildlife connectivity, and the U.S. Forest 
Service. To register, please fill out this form:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfMaRJAdhG6Cfj_df-
bq9Hvs2p7vakeesR8pEtjsqrO_PYB7gQ/viewform

New Mexico Nature Film Screenings
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23 & SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 4:30 p.m. 
SIERRA CLUB, SANTA FE CHAPTER
Travel Bug, Santa Fe
Filmmaker (and AWF volunteer) John Grabowska will be presenting 
free showings of two of his films. On November 23, he will screen “Remembered Earth”, a half hour natural 
history film on Northwest New Mexico, featuring narrator Irene Bedard (Cree/Iñupiat) and N. Scott Momaday 
(Kiowa), a Pulitzer Prize winner and longtime Santa Fe resident. December 14 will be “Sky Island”, a half hour 
natural history film on the Jemez Mountains and Bandelier, also featuring Momaday, with narration by Meryl 
Streep. Both films have been broadcast nationally as prime time specials on PBS.

   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

https://peecla.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/peecla/event.jsp?event=53463&
https://peecla.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/peecla/event.jsp?event=56368&
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfMaRJAdhG6Cfj_dfbq9Hvs2p7vakeesR8pEtjsqrO_PYB7gQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfMaRJAdhG6Cfj_dfbq9Hvs2p7vakeesR8pEtjsqrO_PYB7gQ/viewform
mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com


ANNOUNCEMENT & ACTION ALERT
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AWF is seeking a reliable truck!
AWF is seeking a new (used) truck to haul our trailer, supplies, food, and various volunteers to remote project 
sites. Because its main duty will be hauling a heavy trailer over questionable roads, the truck will need to be 
tough and reliable, and should be 6 or 8 cylinders (AWF’s current truck is a 2003 Ford F-150).

Because AWF is a lean, all-volunteer organization (our annual revenues and expenses are generally around 
$10,000), we are turning to our amazing member community to ask for any leads you may have on either a 
donated truck or one that can be sold to us at a major discount. 

The good news is that, because we are a 501c3 nonprofit, donations to AWF are tax deductible: if someone 
sells a truck to AWF at less than its Blue Book value, we can provide a charitable donation letter for the differ-
ence between the price we paid and the truck’s value. And of course, for a donated truck we would provide a 
record of donation of the full Blue Book value of the truck!

So if you or someone you know has a lead on a truck that would be a good fit for what we’re seeking, please 
reach out to Phil at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com. Thanks!

Action Alert:
Protest Military Overflights of the Gila Wilderness 

by November 12!
Our conservation partners have alerted us to a proposal that would negatively impact the Gila Wilderness, the 
first wilderness area in the U.S., proposed by AWF founder Aldo Leopold. 

The U.S. Air Force is proposing to modify ten existing Military Operations Areas (MOAs) that stretch across 
southern Arizona into southwest New Mexico as part of their Special Use Optimization Strategy to expand low-
elevation combat training. The plan will authorize thousands of additional low-elevation fighter jet maneuvers 
and low-elevation supersonic flights that cause sonic booms. In some areas, including above much of the Gila 
Wilderness, the floor for supersonic flights that cause sonic booms would be lowered from 30,000 feet down to 
5,000 feet, resulting in a five-fold increase in the sonic boom pressure on those below. 

New Mexico Wild and other groups are requesting that the Air Force restrict its lower elevation and supersonic 
flights, as well as other combat training such as dropping chaff and flares, to the Barry M. Goldwater Range 
where these activities are already happening. 

You can submit your own comments by November 12 using NM Wild’s online form:
https://www.nmwild.org/every-action/gila-overflight-comment-portal/

mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
https://www.nmwild.org/every-action/gila-overflight-comment-portal/


NEW AND NOW AVAILABLE!

A New Mexico Land Ethic Handbook
by Richard Rubin with Andrew Gulliford and Leeanna T. Torres
Honoring the 75th Anniversary of Aldo Leopold’s A Sand County Almanac

A thoughtful and practical exploration of Aldo Leopold’s Land Ethic, tracing its roots in the landscape 
of northern New Mexico and its ongoing relevance here in the place that first gave rise to it. 
—  Kristina G. Fisher 

Past President, Albuquerque Wildlife Federation founded by Aldo Leopold

Aldo Leopold expressed that his vision of a Land Ethic was the “end result of a life journey.” This 
delightful and engaging Handbook shares information, insights, and inspiration gleaned from 
Richard, Leeanna, and Andrew’s journeys. While Aldo Leopold’s Land Ethic is often presented as a 
vision, or as an idea, it is truly an action- striving to live out the reality that we are all interconnected 
with each other and the land, water, and wildlife all around us. This New Mexico Handbook shares 
how three intentional, thoughtful, and eloquent individuals are trying to live their own land ethic. 
—  Wellington “Buddy” Huffaker 

Executive Director, The Aldo Leopold Foundation, Baraboo, Wisconsin

Aldo Leopold’s profound Land Ethic expression culminated in the 1949 
classic A Sand County Almanac. The Handbook authors describe their own 
meaningful experiences living land ethics now in New Mexico. We recognize 
the contributions of Aldo’s early work in the U.S. Forest Service and wife 
Estella’s New Mexico traditions. As the concept of Land Ethic evolution 
began here, the Handbook guides readers on appreciation opportunities now. 
This informative and compelling book will speak to all people living in New 
Mexico who care about our land. It will enrich visitors’ experience exploring 
New Mexico history, culture, and ethical environmental vigor.

$19.95 paper.   184 pages.  Includes illustrations.   ISBN 979-8-9888976-2-0
Available on Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and at Nighthawkpress.com

Dr. Richard Rubin is steward of the Leopolds’ historic Tres Piedras, New 
Mexico home and scholar of the modern Forest Service conservation mission. 
Andrew Gulliford is Professor of History at Fort Lewis College and a deeply 
engaged citizen of the wild. 
Leeanna Torres is a Nuevomexicana environmental scientist, writer, and 
daughter immersed in family querencia life.

nighthawkpress.com
PO BOX 1222, TAOS NM 87571
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BOOKS OF INTEREST

Restoring the Community to Which We Belong: A Selected History of the Albuquerque 
Wildlife Federation’s Volunteer Ecological Restoration Service Projects 1980-2023

“We abuse land because we regard it as a commodity belonging to us. When we see land as a commu-
nity to which we belong, we may begin to use it with love and respect.”  -Aldo Leopold

In July 2024, the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation published this book tracing the last 
four decades of AWF’s restoration work across New Mexico. It profiles seven legacy sites 
where AWF volunteers have worked for many years, including Cedro Creek, Cebolla 
Canyon, Valle Vidal, and Limestone Canyon, and tells the story of how AWF’s annual 
projects have helped knit together both ecological and human communities through the 
work of restoration.

You can download a pdf or order a printed copy of Restoring the Community to 
Which We Belong on AWF’s website at: https://abq.nmwildlife.org/awf-book.html

https://abq.nmwildlife.org/awf-book.html


AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student  ___________
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


