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Restoration Projects Done for the Year, Work to Protect Wildlife Continues

Last month, AWF wrapped up our ecological restora-
tion projects for the year and entered our quieter sea-
son. We're not exactly hibernating, however; this is the
time of year when we begin planning our project loca-
tions and schedule for next year.

We are excited to share that calendar with you in about
three months (and feel free to reach out if you have sug-
gestions of potential project locations we should con-
sider). In the meantime, we hope you'll stay engaged
with the ongoing work to protect and restore wildlife
habitat across our beautiful state. There are all sorts of
ways to help!

First, many of our friends who work for federal land
management and wildlife agencies have now been fur-
loughed for over a month due to the government shut-
down. AWF could not do the work we do to restore
public lands without their partnership, so we encour-
age you to support them however you can through this
hard time — such as by donating to your local food
banks, which are straining to meet soaring demand.

Second, be sure to get out and vote on Tuesday. This
year, local elected offices are on the ballot. Mayors and
city councils make decisions about land and water
management that impact wildlife, and this year’s bal-
lot also includes important but often overlooked po-
sitions like Soil and Water Conservation Boards and
the Albuquerque Metropolitan Arroyo Flood Control
Authority. (To view your sample ballot and voting in-
formation, visit nmvote.org)
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Finally, we encourage you to take a few minutes to
speak up in support of the federal Public Lands Rule.
This rule was formally adopted last year, and it places
conservation, wildlife protection, outdoor recreation,
and preservation of cultural sites on equal footing with
extractive uses on land managed by the Bureau of Land
Management. Unfortunately, the Trump administra-
tion has proposed to rescind the rule and return to a
system that prioritizes oil and gas development, min-
ing, and grazing on BLM lands.

The public has until next Monday, November 10,
to comment on the proposed rule recission. Our
friends at New Mexico Wild have talking points and

additional information available here.

Thanks for being part of the AWF community, and we
hope to see you at next month’s holiday potluck and
Members Meeting, which will be held at the Albuquer-
que Friends House on the evening of December 11,
and then back out on the land when our restoration
projects resume in 2026.

Kristina 4 Fisher
AWF océdl&ﬁngj


https://www.nmfoodbanks.org/
https://www.nmfoodbanks.org/
http://nmvote.org
https://www.nmwild.org/every-action/action-alert-save-the-public-lands-rule/
https://www.nmwild.org/every-action/action-alert-save-the-public-lands-rule/
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RECAP OF OCTOBER 3, 2025 PROJECT: RAMAH NAVAJO CHAPTER
T

Thanks Vilunteers!

Phil Carter
Candace Duran
Russ Duran
Bob Hymer
Yin-May Lee
Dorine Lewis
Ernest Lewis
Kerwin Maria
Carol Palmer

/ i\ ’- . >

On Friday, October 3, several AWF volunteers partnered with members of
the Ramah Navajo Chapter to build two media luna structures to help spread
and disperse water flows that were threatening a traditional cornfield. It was
an honor to be invited to partner with the community on this unique project!

Jessica P.
Barbara Rosensimon
Marilynn Szydlowski

Tyson Tsosie

2025 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 15...................Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge

April 11-13.................Higgins Canyon, Ft. Union Ranch
April 26........ceuueeee.....Galisteo Basin

May 16-18...................Turkey Mountains, Ft. Union Ranch
May 30-June 1............ Rito Penas Negras

June 20-22..........c........Ri0 San Antonio, Jemez Mtns
August 15-17...............Midnight Meadows near Questa
August 29-31........c......Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
September 19-21..........Rio Embudo, Dixon

October 3......ccceeeeeeee...Ramah Navajo Chapter

October 3-5.......c.veee.....Cebolla Canyon, El Malpais

ectobet 25ooooooooooooooooooeedto eteek’ {I|etas

AWF BOARD 2025

OFFICERS

President — Phil Carter
Vice President — Cameron Weber
Treasurer — Laurie Marnell
Secretary — Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS

Abe Aufdermauer

Rod Flores

Finn Gregor

Lia Griesser

Quintin Mublenkamp
10by Rosenblatr

Barbara Rosensimon
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson

Bob Tilley

Alexcia Trujillo

Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus
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RECAP OF OCTOBER 3-5, 2025 PROJECT: CEBOLLA CANYON

Thanks Vilunteers!

Peter Callen
Phil Carter
Delphine Douglass
Kristina G. Fisher
Rod Flores
Finn Gregor
Jess Karan
Laurie Marnell
Bob Nordstrum
Toby Rosenblatt
Barbara Rosensimon
Scial
Hamish Thomson
Alexcia Truijillo
Jim Werbel
Leza Wimett

Daryl Woolems

This year marked a quarter-century since AWF first began our restoration
work at Cebolla Canyon in El Malpais. Cebolla Spring provides a rare
source of perennial water for migratory birds and other wildlife. However,
after the area was homesteaded and farmed a century ago during the Dust-
bowl, abandoned roads and irrigation ditches carved deep gullies and dried
out the wet meadows. Thanks to the work of AWF and many others, the
wetlands and wet meadows are recovering and expanding once again.

This year, volunteers built a series of rock structures in the lower reaches of
the canyon, near the confluence with Lobo Canyon. Volunteers also seeded
several areas with a native seed mix provided by our partners at the Bureau
of Land Management. Recent rains had carried lots of sediment into the
system, and the structures built in past years have captured that sediment
and raised the level of the gully bottom. This year’s structures were built on
that deep mud, and will carry the work forward when the next rains arrive.
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Regenerate Conference

NOVEMBER 5-7, Santa Fe, NM

QUIVIRA COALITION

Each year, Quivira Coalition, Holistic Management International, and the American
Grassfed Association collaborate to convene ranchers, farmers, conservationists,
land managers, scientists, and thought leaders to share knowledge, build communi-

. . ) . REGENERATE %
ty, and create a culture of resilience and regeneration. For more info and to register: Cumffmﬂdaptabm g

https://regenerateconference.com/ iai | ekl

Town Hall: Threats to New Mexico’s Special Places

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 7:00 pm

i Tumbleroot Brewery, 2791 Agua Fria Street, Santa Fe, NM 87507

| At this town hall event hosted by Environment New Mexico a panel of experts
will share information about what’s really going on with our parks, monuments,
forests, deserts and rivers. RSVP at:

https://environmentamerica.org/newmexico/center/events/town-hall-threats-to-new-mexicos-special-places/

Restoration Workshop at Ft. Union Ranch

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

HERMITS PEAK WATERSHED ALLIANCE

Hermit’s Peak Watershed Alliance invites you to help restore Wolf Creek
at Fort Union Ranch. We'll be building one rock dams, simple but power-
ful structures that slow erosion, retain water, and bring the landscape back
to life. Expect to get a little muddy, learn about nature-based restoration,
and connect with a community of people who care deeply about this land.
For more info, contact Renee Hernandez at rhernandez@hermitspeakwater-
sheds.org

Thinking Like Water:

A Five-Part Documentary Film Series
NOW AVAILABLE FOR STREAMING AT www.ThinkingLikeWater.com!

Part biography, part how-to, New Mexico’s own “Water Wizard” Bill Zeedyk (and his pro-
teges and allies, including AWF) illustrate a proven toolbox of simple, low-tech, low-cost
methods to restore degraded lands. They work with nature, rather than against her, to
mitigate the extremes of drought and flood while fostering climate resiliency.

AWF is included in Episodes 1 and 5, and is featured prominently in Episode 3.



https://regenerateconference.com/
https://environmentamerica.org/newmexico/center/events/town-hall-threats-to-new-mexicos-special-places/
mailto:rhernandez@hermitspeakwatersheds.org
mailto:rhernandez@hermitspeakwatersheds.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST continued

NOVEMBER 13-15
NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY
LAS CRUCES, NM

SER-SW is a non-profit organization
that fosters a network of resource
specialists with expertise in restoring
ecosystems in the Southwest Region.

=Ty

Qur conference provides opportunities
to exchange knowledge, skills, and
perspectives between professionals

and students in a positive, supportive
and engaging environment!

Each year, approximately 200
individuals attend, with
representation from universities,
colleges, government agencies,
NGOs, and companies throughout
all five states in the southwest
chapter regions (and beyond)!

— D

We offer:
Workshops
Talks

iscussion panels
: Field trips
Poster presentations
Socials

Scan the QR code
to check out our
website for more
' details, to register,
and submit your
abstract!

We hope to see you this fall!
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST continued

EW MEXICO

D CONSERVAN CY-

Conserving Land. Preserving Heritage.

New Mexico Land Conservancy
FALL 2025 Speaker Series at the
The Petchesky Conservation Center

5430 S. Richards Ave. Santa Fe, NM 87508

RSVP for in-person/remote attendance at nmlandconservancy.org

New Mexico’s Bats: Residents,

|

|

|

Migratory Travelers & Pollinators {
Wednesday, October 15 6-7:30pm I

I

I

|

I

Did you know that New Mexico is home to one of the most diverse populations of bat species
in North America? Local bat biologist Milu Velardi will talk about our resident bats and our
lesser-known migratory species, as well as pollinator species found in the southern part of

the state. She will also discuss how scientists go about studying them and the status of their

populations as they face the ever-growing threat of White Nose Syndrome in our state.
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Land Above the Trees — Alpine Flora and

|

|

| Conservation in New Mexico
I Wednesday, November19 6-7:30pm
|
|
I
|
[

High above the treeline lies one of New Mexico’s rarest and most fragile ecosystems — the alpine zone.
Cristina Salvador from the Santa Fe Botanical Garden explores the plants that thrive there, from
historical herbarium records to modern floristic surveys, and highlights seed banking efforts. Discover

how science, strategy, and collaboration are helping safeguard these summit species for the future.

25/26 Winter Outlook and Chasmg

Powder in the Land of Enchantment
Wednesday, December3 6-7:30pm

Join Julien Ross, New Mexico Forecaster, OpenSnow.com, on predicting
snowfall, chasing powder, and the outlook for the 2025-2026 winter
season. Julien will provide the latest intel on whether we will see a weak

" La Nifia or a "La Nada" and implications for Nuevo México. He will
p’ Ol provide a live forecast of upcoming storms, walk through snow
g m forecasting techniques, and which storm patterns bring more (or less)
“n ' .k‘}qsnow to the Sangre de Cristos, Jemez, and our surrounding mountains.
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JOIN US!

Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold in 1914
and dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members.

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by

becoming a member or renewing your membership.

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | RO. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

3 Yes, I'd like to join AWF! 3 This is a gift membership from:

name(s):

address:

city, state, zip:

phone: email:

O Student $S10

O Individual $25

3 Family S35 Dues: S
3 Sustaining $50-99 I

3 Patron $100 Extra Contribution: $

O Lifetime $500 (one-time payment) TOTAL ENCLOSED: $



