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“Of Men and Marshes” and Time

conservationists since 1914

Last year, Bill Zeedyk lent me Of Men and Marshes,
a book written by Paul Errington in 1957 (and still
in print thanks to the University of lowa press). In its
deep and careful observations of nature, it echoes Aldo
Leopold’s A Sand County Almanac — and indeed, Err-

ington counted Leopold as a friend and mentor.

What struck me most about the book was how Err-
ington described the diminishment of nature he had
witnessed over the course of his life, and how familiar
those descriptions felt to me. For example, just seven
pages into the book, I came to this passage:

“Another year, a South Dakota spring came somewhat
as a continuation of fall, with not enough winter cold to
seal over the streams, and when it should have snowed,
it rained. That was not the way winter usually was in
the Dakotas of my younger years. It was more usual to
have snow when there should be snow and snow when
there should be rain.”

Errington was writing in the 1950’s, looking back to
the 1910’s-1920s, a century ago now. Yet that expe-
rience, of rain when there should be snow, perfectly
describes what we are living through now as climate
change worsens each year.
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Of Men and Marshes also describes the loss of wildlife
Errington had noticed over his lifetime of observing
wetlands:

“Some forty years ago, from a duck pass on the old
farm, I saw flights of the now-scarce [redhead ducks]
during which I am sure more redheads passed over
or near me in two hours than I have seen all together
in the last twenty years. Redhead flocks roaring sixty
to eighty yards overhead, a half-dozen flocks abreast
at times, and more and more of them coming in, all
traveling in the same direction at the same speed and
alighting, flock after flock, in the middle of a lake—a
spectacle of magnificence that I doubt any man now
living will see again on any north-central lake or per-
haps anywhere in the word. I do not contend that my
memories are without sadness.”

I know well the feeling of solastalgia that Errington de-
scribes, longing for a climate and ecosystem that was
once ours and is now lost. When I was young, there
were no megafires, monster hurricanes, or record-
breaking heat waves; now they are an annual occur-


https://www.uipress.uiowa.edu/books/9781609381189/of-men-and-marshes
https://www.uipress.uiowa.edu/books/9781609381189/of-men-and-marshes
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rence. Today’s young people will grow up never having
known a time without frequent weather catastrophes,
just as I have never known a time when the sky was
filled with Errington’s redhead ducks, and he never wit-
nessed the great flights of passenger pigeons that were
gone before he was born.

Each generation resets to a new, diminished baseline,
and will never fully know what was lost before they ar-
rived, only the added losses they experience over their
lifetimes.

“My memory-pictures of the ‘old days,” when summer
transformed into fall, are of countrysides having great-
er natural riches than those I now find close to home.
Admittedly, I have my thoughts about what values that
we collectively let slip, hardly knowing what they were,
thoughts about the world of my familiarity being bet-
ter when there were fewer people and less money, when
we did without modern gadgets and were not so im-
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elled to use every acre up to its maximum economic
y
productivity.”

As Bill has taught us with AWF’s restoration projects,
an ecosystem can be either degrading or aggrading,
and we have the ability to flip that switch, to shift the
conditions so that a system that had been unzipping,
falling apart, losing species, instead regains soil, water,
vegetation, wildlife, and health. The work that is re-
quired to change our trajectory as a whole society is
daunting, but the reward is impossibly sweet.

Imagine the joy and wonder of a future author writ-
ing about how the world’s natural riches have grown
in their lifetime, how forests and wetlands have come
back, how the abundance of species just keeps increas-
ing. We have seen this happen on a small scale, in
specific places. Now we must take up the challenge of
making that same sort of transformation on a civiliza-
tional level.

Kristina 4 Fisher
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OCTOBER 13, 2022 MEETING: Vegetation Treatment Mapping & Post Fire Response

Thursday, October 13, 2022, 7:30 pm
Location: Online via Zoom

Topic: Vegetation Treatment Mapping and Post Fire
Response: GIS projects at the New Mexico Forest &
Watershed Restoration Institute

Presenter Bios:

Patti Dappen is the GIS Program Manager at NMFWRI. She has sup-
ported institute projects ranging from object-oriented land cover classifica-
tion using eCognition, using LiDAR for forest monitoring assessments,
and developing web mapping applications such as the New Mexico Fire Viewer during the recent Hermit’s
Peak/Calf Canyon fire. She has taught GIS and Remote Sensing courses at NMHU and currently serves on the
NMGIC board.

Joe ZebrowskKi is the Special Programs Manager at NMFWRI. Bringing expertise from an extensive career
in GIS, his focus is on using geospatial technologies in support of collaborative conservation and watershed
management. Most recently, Joe worked with NM State Forestry and NM EDAC to build an ArcGIS Hub site
to support collaboration around the Hermit’s Peak/Calf Canyon fire.

Katie Withnall is a GIS Specialist at NMFWRI. She supports the institute through monitoring and mapping
with drones, developing web applications and geospatial training courses, and large-scale environmental data
collection, including spearheading the Vegetation Treatment Geodatabase which was recently awarded funding
to be expanded at the national level.

Dana Heusinkveld recently joined the GIS team at the NMFWRI as a GIS Specialist. Her experience spans
from imagery science to human geography while working for the public and private sectors, as well as teaching
GIS. Dana continues to support the Hermit’s Peak/Calf Canyon fire Hub site and published a StoryMap cover-
ing the fire and NMFWRTUI’s efforts to help those impacted.

Directions to the Online Meeting

To join this presentation from your computer, click this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/815738136227pwd=0XESbORVU 1JINEIWcVVWaXITbUJPUT09

The Meeting ID is: 815 7381 3622
The Passcode is: 072114

To join by phone, dial:
1-669-444-9171

Then enter the Meeting ID: 815 7381 3622
Then enter the Passcode: 072114
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OCTOBER 7-9, 2022 SERVICE PROJECT: Cebolla Canyon

LOCATION: Cebolla Canyon in the El Malpais National Conservation
Area, south of Grants, NM

THE PROJECT: Our work will focus on hand-building rock structures
designed to allow water to infiltrate more gradually into the landscape and
prevent down-cutting and gully formation. AWF has organized restoration
projects at Cebolla Canyon for more than two decades, and our work has
successfully expanded the size of the wetlands around Cebolla Spring from
seven acres to over 40, providing critical wildlife habitat in an arid region.

SCHEDULE: Friday, October 7 - Sunday, October 9

Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate.
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for just
one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping, including
warm clothes for the chilly evenings. For the work, don’t forget gloves, hat,
long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, sunglasses, and sunscreen.

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bi-
son or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring something to share
for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday dinner,
and Sunday breakfast. Plenty of water is also essential!

TO SIGN UP: Email Scial at rioscial@gmail.com
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

2022 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 5 & 6 Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge
April 1-3 Ft. Union Ranch

April 22-24 Red Canyon Reserve

June 10-12

July 22-24
August 12-14
September 2-5
September 9-11
September 23-25
October 7-9
October 28-30
November 5

Gutierrez Family Ranch

San Ignacio Post-Fire Response

Ft. Union Ranch

Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
Gallinas Canyon Post-Fire Response
Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM
Cebolla Canyon

Rolling Hills Ranch

Day project in the Abq Bosque

AWF BOARD 2022

OFFICERS

President — Cameron Weber
Vice President — Phil Carter
Treasurer — Laurie Marnell
Secretary — Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS

Lia Griesser

Rachel Moore

1oby Rosenblart

Barbara Rosensimon

Paul Ross

Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson

Bob Tilley

Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus
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OCTOBER 28-30, 2022 SERVICE PROJECT: Rolling Hills Ranch

LOCATION: Rolling Hills Ranch near Anton Chico and Dilia, NM

THE PROJECT: At the end of this month, AWF is partnering with Impact
Outdoors on a second project at Rolling Hills Ranch. A year ago, we began
working to restore wetlands and acequias on this historic ranch, which has
belonged to the Martinez family for many generations. The family is creat-
ing a range management plan for the ranch and implementing rotational
grazing and other sustainable management methods to improve habitat for
both livestock and wildlife. This project will build on the work we did last
year to remediate erosion and hold more water on the landscape.

SCHEDULE: Friday, October 28 — Sunday, October 30

Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate.
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for just
one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and resto-
ration work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy
boots, and sunscreen. We recommend bringing a change of shoes, and wa-
terproof boots or boots you don’t mind getting wet or muddy. Rain gear,
warm clothes for the evenings and plenty of water are essential.

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bi-
son or veggie burgers as part of a potluck meal on Saturday evening. Please
bring a dish to share for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own
lunches, Friday dinner, Sunday breakfast, and lots of water!

TO SIGN UP: Email Kristina at abqwildlifefederation @gmail.com
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.
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NOVEMBER 5, 2022 SERVICE PROJECT: Take Back the Bosque Day!

LOCATION: Rio Bravo Open Space and picnic area in the Albuquerque
bosque

THE PROJECT: For our final volunteer restoration service project of the
year, we will be working to remove invasive plans from the Albuquerque
bosque.

Those of you who have joined us at Valle de Oro National Wildlife Ref-
uge, where we often kick off our project season in March, may remember
a group of high school students that have joined us from Atrisco Heritage
Academy High School. They are part of Jaguars for Positive Change, a high
school community service club sponsored by AWF volunteer Tanya Critch-
field, who teaches at the school. v

The Jaguars for Positive Change are teaming up with Albuquerque City
Open Space and other partners to host Take Back the Bosque Day on Sat-
urday, November 5, and AWF is proud to be part of this effort. The proj-
ect’s main focus will be to remove non-native/invasive plants, especially
Ravenna grass. There will also be clean-up of tumbleweeds and litter, and
likely some other activities. The target area is the Bosque near Rio Bravo.
When the work is done, you will be treated to a picnic lunch. Further details
will be provided when you sign up.

SCHEDULE: Saturday, November 5, 9:00-1:00

GEAR: Dress in layers to be prepared for New Mexico’s variable weather.
Besides plenty of water, please bring work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long
pants, sturdy boots, sunglasses, and sunscreen.

FOOD: Lunch will be provided

TO SIGN UP: Email Scial at rioscial@gmail.com
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.
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RECAP OF SEPTEMBER 9-11, 2022 PROJECT: GALLINAS CANYON

Thanks, Vilanteers! E _.

Bryce
Phil Carter
Irisha Corral
Roy Diefendorf
Loretta Duran
Kristina G. Fisher
Finn Gregor
Patrick Gutierrez
Lea Knutson
Cathy Lawrie
Margaret McKinney
Andy Otto
Toby Rosenblatt
Barbara Rosensimon
Hamish Thomson

Cameron Weber

A small but hardy crew of volunteers from AWF and the Hermit’s Peak
Watershed Alliance came out to assist with restoration efforts on a property
that was badly burned in the Hermit’s Peak-Calf Canyon fire. We camped
high on a hill, with an amazing view of Hermit’s Peak, and we worked in
the valley below, seeding and mulching several acres of land, building a
handful of rock structures, and felling many small trees to try to hold more
soil on the hillslopes.

We started work on a major log structure before we were interrupted by
an early afternoon thunderstorm. It rained steadily for five hours, flooding
the Gallinas River downstream from our worksite. On Sunday morning,
we found that the rock structures and logs had already captured sediment,
and the pond had overflowed onto the partially completed log structure. It
was sobering to experience firsthand the challenges that landowners and
residents of this area are facing for years to come in the wake of these re-
cord fires. We look forward to continuing to partner with the Hermits Peak
Watershed Alliance on this long-term restoration effort.
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RECAP OF SEPTEMBER 23-25, 2022 PROJECT: MIDNIGHT MEADOWS

Thanks, Vilunteers!

Phil Carter
Rachel Conn
Silas Conn
Candace Duran
Russ Duran
Augustus Epler
Brinley Epler
Quinley Epler
Reba Epler
Kristina G. Fisher
Steven Fry
Allison Hardy
Katie Hardy
Ann McCartney
Ward McCartney
Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead
Hamish Thomson

Art Vollmer
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Late last month, AWF and Amigos Bravos returned to Midnight Meadows
north of Questa, where we have been working for the last 15 years to pro-
tect and restore this wetland jewel. The weather was gorgeous, with aspens
turning gold, and spectacular stargazing through the chilly nights.

Volunteers repaired fence exclosures to protect Bitter Creek, where one vol-
unteer caught several good-sized cutthroat trout! The rock structures we
had built in previous years along the creek were functioning well, slow-
ing the flow of water, broadening the channel, and reconnecting it with its
floodplain. High debris lines along the fences showed that even at this high
point in the watershed, the creek had received substantial flood flows during
this year’s remarkable monsoon.

We also hauled straw wattles to a location in nearby Anderson Park, staked
them down along contour lines, and dragged felled trees behind them.
These structures are designed to protect a very special and delicate bog
from overgrazing and allow the area of wetland to expand. This was a new
type of restoration structure for us, and we are excited to see how they func-
tion when we return next year to continue the work.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Outdoor Economics Conference

OCTOBER 5-7, Taos

The New Mexico Outdoor Economics Conference was created by Outdoor New Mexico to
support outdoor economic development opportunities and efforts connected to protected
lands. Approximately 300 industry leaders will convene to celebrate, share, and further de-
velop strategies and projects to advance our outdoor recreation economy. For more info
and to register to attend: https://www.outdooreconomics.com/

Salazar Symposium on Conservation in the US-Mexico Borderlands

SEPTEMBER 28 & OCTOBER 3 - Pre-symposium webinars, virtual

OCTOBER 6-7 - Denver & virtual

The symposium will focus on transboundary conservation in the US-Mexico border region and explore the ma-
jor themes of binational water cooperation, landscape connectivity, biodiversity conservation, and financing
the work being done in the region. There are also pre-symposium webinars on the Rio Grande and private land
in border conservation. The agenda can be found at:
https://salazarcenter.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Clean-Symp-Agenda_DRAFT-090722.pdf
For more info and to register to attend:

https://salazarcenter.colostate.edu/events/2022-symposium/

Reintroduction of Native Fish to Bandelier National Monument

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 6:00-7:00 p.m., in person and online

PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER

During this talk, Erwin Lopez Osorio, the 2022 Fish and Feathers Intern at Bandelier National Monument will
discuss the types of native fish originally found within the area, the factors that limited or completely eradi-
cated populations, and the measures currently being taken to reintroduce endangered fish populations back
into Bandelier National Monument. For more info: https://peecnature.org/events/details/?id=43736

Apache Kid Wildnerness Sign Projct

OCTOBER 14-16, 2022

NEW MEXICO WILD

New Mexico Wild is looking for experienced backpacking volunteers to help install 10 signs along the southern
portion of the Apache Kid Trail in the Apache Kid Wilderness, a unique and truly wild and rugged area of New
Mexico located ~60 miles southwest of Socorro. For more information:
https://www.nmwild.org/event/apache-kid-wilderness-sign-project/

Fall Red Canyon Reserve Land Health & Biochar Workshop

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22-SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23

QUIVIRA COALITION

This fall, we have three components to our workshop weekend: a hands-on biochar production session
(weather permitting), a tour of the restoration work that Red Canyon volunteers have been conducting for
years, and we’ll get our hands dirty giving the Reserve’s wildlife drinker system a cleanup. For more info and
to sign up: https://quiviracoalition.org/events/2022-fall-red-canyon/

Send your event 'mformaﬁon to: abqwild[gcqfederaﬁon@gmai[.com.’




JOIN US!

Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members.

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by
becoming a member or renewing your membership.

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | RO. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

3 Yes, I'd like to join AWF! 3 This is a gift membership from:

name(s):

address:

city, state, zip:

phone: email:

O Student $10

3 Individual $25

3 Family S35 Dues: $
3 Sustaining $50-99 I

3 Patron $100 Extra Contribution: $

O Lifetime $500 (one-time payment) TOTAL ENCLOSED: $



