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Progress and Setbacks in Protecting New Mexico’s Public Lands

Recent weeks have brought updates on two efforts to
protect public lands in New Mexico.

First the good news. At the end of August, a federal
court ruled in favor of a coalition of environmental or-
ganizations that challenged a proposed dolomite mine
in the Florida Mountains in southern New Mexico.

The Floridas are a spectacularly wild, rugged, and re-
mote mountain range located about 15 miles southeast
of Deming and 20 miles north of the Mexican border.
They are a key piece of the proposed Mimbres Peaks
National Monument, which we wrote about in the
April 2024 edition of this newsletter.

Four years ago, the BLM issued an environmental as-
sessment that would have allowed American Magne-
sium LLC to begin mining for dolomite in the Flo-
ridas. Environmental organizations including Friends
of the Florida Mountains, Amigos Bravos, Gila Re-
sources Information Project, WildEarth Guardians,
and New Mexico Wild sued to stop the mine, arguing
that the BLM failed to consider the extensive damage
that would be caused by industrial scale mining in such
close proximity to a Wilderness Study Area and an Area
of Critical Environmental Concern. The court agreed.

Meanwhile, 300 miles to the north, efforts to protect
another unique landscape suffered a setback. The Caja
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del Rio Plateau, which has also been proposed for na-
tional monument status, contains irreplaceable histori-
cal and cultural sites and provides a critical wildlife cor-

ridor along the Rio Grande.

As we wrote in the March 2024 edition of the Pine
Cone, the National Nuclear Security Administration
seeks to install a 14-mile transmission line across the

plateau to increase the power available to Los Alamos
National Laboratory. In mid-September, the Forest
Service signed off on the project, finding that it would
have “no significant impact” on the area’s environmen-
tal and cultural resources. Pueblos and environmental
groups are expected to protest the decision.

As AWF volunteers, we spend most of our time working
to remediate damage caused by past land management
mistakes, from thoughtlessly placed roads to poor graz-
ing regimes. We know from experience that it's much
easier to prevent landscapes from being damaged than
it is to try to put the pieces back together afterwards.
Considering that most of the earth has already been
heavily impacted by human use, we must be much
more careful about how we treat the land that remains
largely ecologically intact and healthy. Hopefully our
elected leaders and land managers will recognize that
the long-term value of protecting the Florida Moun-
tains and the Caja de Rio Plateau is far greater than the
short-term benefits of a mine or a transmission line.

CKoristina ¢ Fisher


https://abq.nmwildlife.org/uploads/6/7/7/6/6776981/april2024pinecone.pdf
https://abq.nmwildlife.org/uploads/6/7/7/6/6776981/march2024pinecone.pdf
https://abq.nmwildlife.org/uploads/6/7/7/6/6776981/march2024pinecone.pdf
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OCTOBER 10, 2024 MEETING: Ticks in New Mexico Prairie Dog Towns

Date: Thursday, October 10, 2024, 7:30 p.m.

Location: In Person at the
Albuquerque Friends Meeting House

1600 5th Street Northwest

Topic: Tick Persistence in New Mexico Prairie Dog Towns

Join us for this month’s meeting to hear a presentation by Kaniya Sandoval
about research she conducted at Eastern New Mexico University focused
on the detection and persistence of soft ticks in an abandoned prairie dog
town in eastern New Mexico. She will explain what soft ticks are and
how they differ from hard ticks, and then discuss the importance of this
research to human health, why she chose to study prairie dog towns, the
methods she used, and the results of her research.

Speaker Bio: Kaniya Sandoval

Kaniya Sandoval is half White Mountain Apache and half Navajo. She
is originally from Whiteriver, AZ but currently resides 30 miles west of
Albuquerque. Kaniya graduated from Eastern New Mexico University in
2021 with a Bachelors in Wildlife & Fishery Science an a minor in Crimi-
nal Justice. During her undergraduate years, she conducted two research
projects focused on ticks, one on soft ticks (Family: Argasidae) and the
other on hard ticks (Family: Ixodidae). Kaniya currently works with Rio
Grande Return as a Habitat Tech restoring wildlife habitat from agricul-
tural lands. She also monitors mammal activity using game cameras at the

Candelaria Nature Preserve.

Directions to the Meeting

The Albuquerque Friends Meeting House is located at the corner of 5th
and Bellamah. From I-40, take the 6th street exit, then South to Bellamah.
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OCTOBER 4-6, 2024 SERVICE PROJECT: Cebolla Canyon

LOCATION: Cebolla Canyon in the El Malpais National Conservation
Area, south of Grants, NM

THE PROJECT: Our work will focus on hand-building rock structures ==

designed to allow water to infiltrate more gradually into the landscape and
prevent down-cutting and gully formation. AWF has organized restoration
projects at Cebolla Canyon for more than two decades, and our work has

successfully expanded the size of the wetlands around Cebolla Spring from B

seven acres to over 40, providing critical wildlife habitat in an arid region.

SCHEDULE: Friday, October 4 - Sunday, October 6

Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate.
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for just
one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and restora-
tion work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots,
and sunscreen. We recommend bringing a change of shoes, and waterproof
boots or boots you don’t mind getting wet. Rain gear, layers, warm clothes
for the evenings and plenty of water are essential.

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bi-
son or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring something to share
for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday dinner,
and Sunday breakfast. Plenty of water is also essential!

TO SIGN UP: Email Phil at abgwildlifefederation@gmail.com
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

2024 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 9 Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge
April 12-14 Wolf Creek, Ft. Union Ranch
May 17-19 Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
May 31-June 2 Rito Penas Negras

June 21-23 San Antonio Creek, Jemez Mtns
August 9-11
August 30-Sept 1
September 21
October 4-6
October 26

Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM

Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns

Galisteo Basin
Cebolla Canyon, El Malpais
Cedro Creek, Tijeras

AWF BOARD 2024

OFFICERS

President — Phil Carter

Vice President — Cameron Weber
Treasurer — Laurie Marnell
Secretary — Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS

Abe Aufdermauer

Rod Flores

Lia Griesser

1oby Rosenblart

Barbara Rosensimon

Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson

Bob Tilley

Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus



mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
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OCTOBER 26, 2024 RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT: Cedro Creek

LOCATION: Cedro Creek in the Sandia Mountains, near Tijeras, NM

THE PROJECT: For our final volunteer restoration service project of the
year, we will be returning to one of our longtime legacy sites, Cedro Creek
in the Sandia Mountains, where we will continue building and repairing

rock structures to prevent the stream from downcutting and to stabilize the
channel.

After we finish up our work, we’ll gather nearby for a late lunch potluck to
celebrate all the great restoration work accomplished by AWF volunteers
during the 2024 season! AWF will provide bread, cold cuts, and other sand-
wich fixings; please bring a salad, side, or dessert to share.

SCHEDULE: Saturday, October 26, 9:00-4:00

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a day of outdoor work, including
gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, sunglasses, and sun-
screen. Dress in layers to be prepared for New Mexico’s variable weather.

FOOD: AWF will provide bread, cold cuts, and sandwich fixings.Please
bring a dish to share along with snacks and water for the work day.

TO SIGN UP: Email Kristina at abqwildlifefederation @gmail.com
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.


mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
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RECAP OF SEPTEMBER 21, 2024 PROJECT: GALISTEO BASIN

Thanks, Vilanteers!

Betty Bastai
Phil Carter
Candace Duran
Russ Duran
Kristina G. Fisher
John Grabowska
Cullen Hallmark
Jan-Willem Jansens
Sharon Miles
Quintin Muhlenkamp
Assen Popoff
Daniel Robertson
Toby Rosenblatt
Adrienne Rosenberg
Barbara Rosensimon
Hamish Thomson
Alexcia Trujillo
Jacob White

In mid-September, AWF teamed up with Jan-Willem Jansens of Ecotone
Landscape Planning for a day project focused on restoring a property in the
Galisteo Basin, an important wildlife corridor linking the Sangre de Cristos
with the Sandia and Manzano mountains.

Volunteers harvested juniper branches and sharpened juniper posts, then
used those materials to create a series of wicker weir terraces on a steep
slope into an arroyo. These wicker weirs will catch the soil that erodes from
the slope when the dirt freezes and thaws, ultimately reducing the amount
of sediment entering the arroyo. Volunteers also dug a worm ditch to lead
water away from headcuts, and built a one-rock dam and rock rundown to
limit erosion in the channel where water runs off into the arroyo. We appre-
ciate everyone who came out and joined us, and we hope to see you again
at our final two projects of the season!
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST

Thinking Like Water: A Five-Part Documentary Film Series
WEDNESDAYS AT 6:30 pm, SEPTEMBER 11-OCTOBER 9

VIOLET CROWN MOVIE THEATER, Santa Fe

FEATURING Q&A with BILL ZEEDYK, FILMMAKERS, and SURPRISE GUESTS!

Part biography, part how-to, New Mexico’s own “Water Wizard” Bill Zeedyk (and his
proteges and allies) illustrate a proven toolbox of simple low-tech, low-cost meth-
ods to restore degraded lands. They work with Nature, rather than against her, to
gird against the extremes of drought and flood while fostering climate resiliency.

Each episode is guided by a different host (along with Zeedyk), in a different location
while highlighting different treatment methods. While each episode builds upon
the prior, each can stand alone. Inspirational and practical, they gift to the viewer
practices that can be taken right out of the theater and into their own landscapes.

Each episode screens once for five consecutive Wednesdays, starting September 11.
Purchase tickets for each show at: https://santafe.violetcrown.com/movie/VC001963

Episode 1: “Willing to Try Things”

September 11, 6:30 pm

Lays the foundation of Zeedyk’s pioneering contribution of induced meandering to the field of nature-based
restoration and how it began to take off. (Features footage of AWF’s work in the Valle Vidal!)

Runtime: 75 minutes

Episode 2: “All About a Bird: 1000 Acts of Restoration “

September 18, 6:30 pm

Highlights the endangered Gunnison Sage Grouse and how a host of partnerships and private landowners’ pull
together to save this unique bird.

Runtime: 75 minutes

Episode 3: “Fire & Flood*

September 25, 6:30 pm

[llustrates restoration in the age of increasing catastrophic wildfires and post-fire impacts and how hybridizing
treatments comes with the terrain. (Features AWF’s work at Valles Caldera and Limestone Canyon!)

Runtime: 75 minutes

Episode 4: “Country Roads, City Roads”

October 2, 6:30 pm

Explores the biggest impact on watersheds and how practical approaches make win-win-win scenarios possible.
Runtime: 65 minutes

Episode 5: “Watershed Wide”

October 9, 6:30 pm

Brings it all together in Bill's hometown watersheds: A rural town’s river re-winding, pushing the boundaries of
induced meandering on a national wildlife refuge and the implementation of most of Zeedyk’s techniques on a
large family ranch. (Features footage of AWF at Ft. Union Ranch!)

Runtime: 65 minutes


https://santafe.violetcrown.com/movie/VC001963 
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST continued

. Requiem for a River Movie
REQUIEM FOR A RI\.;’ER SHOWING: ABQ TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 6:30 p.m. - The GUiId, Albuquerque

'?‘I:E":E.@F‘::;fﬁdfgﬂz"“:E"E.;:EEE?E:::::J.'J?&{E‘?:: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 6:30 p.m. - Violet Crown, Santa Fe

Join WildEarth Guardians and the New Mexico Environmental Law Center for
a special screening of the documentary, Requiem for a River, which discusses
how the Rio Grande represents a lifeline in the desert and explores whether
the keys to a more sustainable, equitable future may lie in New Mexico’s an-
cient past. Tickets:
Abq: https://www.guildcinema.com/event-details/requiem-for-a-river
Santa Fe: https://donate.wildearthguardians.org/page/73197/donate/1

Transformers: Age of Adaptation with Laura McCarthy

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 5:30 p-m- Keynote Speaker
UNM Physics, Astronomy & Interdisciplinary Sciences Bldg. Rm 1100 E&Ig:onnsns:
State Forester Laura McCarthy will discuss the importance of New ADAPTATION

Wildfires are transforming western

Mexico adapting to the new age of wildlife. e R B

and scale. Photo documentation of

post-fire destruction of the built
and natural environment make

clear that adaptation is needed.

Build BDAs in the Angel Fire Wetland e el o m
ANGEL FIRE WETLAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE s ey Roomioo
DATES TBD

Work is tentatively scheduled to begin on Beaver Dam Analogues (BDA’s) in the Angel Fire Wetland between
September 30 — October 11. Angel Fire Wetland Conservation Committee will need all hands on deck to help out
with this incredible project. Volunteers can help in many ways, including cutting and preparing willow branches
for the BDA’s, hauling willows, bringing rocks to location, etc. If you think you may be available to volunteer at

any time during these dates, please contact Gayle Dawn Price at gdawnprice@gmail.com for more information.

Install Flight Diverters on the Rio Cebolla/San Antonio

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 5:30 p.m.

UNM Physics, Astronomy & Interdisciplinary Sciences Bldg. Rm 1100

Trout Unlimited is seeking several volunteers to install flight diverters on a new fence keeping cows out of the
Rio Cebolla riparian area. The goal of the project is to deter Mexican Spotted Owls from flying near the fence.
Volunteers will meet at the turn to FR 144 off Highway 126.

Please RSVP to Toner Mitchell: Toner.Mitchell@tu.org

Send your event information to: abqwi[dlgcefederaﬁon@ gmai[.com!



https://www.guildcinema.com/event-details/requiem-for-a-river
https://donate.wildearthguardians.org/page/73197/donate/1
mailto:gdawnprice@gmail.com
mailto:Toner.Mitchell@tu.org
mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST continued

AWF is seeking a new (used) truck to haul our trailer, supplies, food, and various volunteers to remote project
sites. Because its main duty will be hauling a heavy trailer over questionable roads, the truck will need to be
tough and reliable, and should be 6 or 8 cylinders (AWF’s current truck is a 2003 Ford F-150).

Because AWF is a lean, all-volunteer organization (our annual revenues and expenses are generally around
$10,000), we are turning to our amazing member community to ask for any leads you may have on either a
donated truck or one that can be sold to us at a major discount.

The good news is that, because we are a 501c3 nonprofit, donations to AWF are tax deductible: if someone
sells a truck to AWF at less than its Blue Book value, we can provide a charitable donation letter for the differ-
ence between the price we paid and the truck’s value. And of course, for a donated truck we would provide a
record of donation of the full Blue Book value of the truck!

So if you or someone you know has a lead on a truck that would be a good fit for what we’re seeking, please
reach out to Phil at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com. Thanks!

New Mexico Land Conservancy
FALL 2024 Event Series
AT THE
The Petchesky Conservation Center

A free series of presentations and tours for community 5430 Richards Ave. Santa Fe, NM 87508
members to learn more about our river, watershed, and www.nmlandconservancy.org
other related topics.

Wednesday, September 18 7-8:30pm
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1 Join Reld Whittlesey, Restoration Program Director with Rio
I e s b ing ecological p b

| and haw ing with basver can achisve

watershed restoration goals.

September 4 | Southside Library | 6PM

The Use of Fungi in the Bioremendiation of Stormwater

September 7 | San Ysidro Crossing Trailhead | 930AM = &
The Bees in Your Backyard -

Wednesday, October 23 7-8:30pm

Author and educator Dlivia Messinger Carril speaks about the intricate

Santa Fe River Trail Expansion

September 18 | Buckman Direct Diversion (BDD) | 930AM relationships betwean native bees and their snvironments,
the rale these polli play intainis £ ity
From the Rio to your Tap d hexish, Ofivia b hored e

most recent is Common Bees of Western North America

September 21 | La Farge Library | 930AM

Elm Thinning Workshop and Cleanup Near La Farge Library understanding New Mexico’s

Wildfire History through Tree Rings
Wednesday, November 6 6-7:30pm

Ellis Margolis is a research ecologist at the USGS New Mexico
Landscapes Field Station. Ellis focuses on the interactions between fire,
forests, human land use, and climate in the southwestern U5, His wark
informs of forested and fire. Learn about how
ha intarprats trea rings to tell the story of the impacts of fire.

October 2 | Southside Library | 6PM

Plant Communities of the Santa Fe River Watershed

October 5 | Randall Davey Audubon Center | 9AM

Upper Santa Fe Watershed Transformation

October 9 | Main Library | 6PM E W E X [ C(-)

Embrace the Rain for Climate Change

Sponsored by the City of Santa Fe & the Santa Fe River Commission. _4

To view the full 2024 schedule and to register visit
or scan the QR code.

Conserving Land. Preserving Heritage.



mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
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JOIN US!

Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members.

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by
becoming a member or renewing your membership.

AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | RO. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

3 Yes, I'd like to join AWF! 3 This is a gift membership from:

name(s):

address:

city, state, zip:

phone: email:

O Student $10

3 Individual $25

3 Family S35 Dues: $
3 Sustaining $50-99 I

3 Patron $100 Extra Contribution: $

O Lifetime $500 (one-time payment) TOTAL ENCLOSED: $



