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By the time you read this, the federal government will 
likely be shut down, and that could have serious conse-
quences for our public lands.

Last Friday, more than 35 former national park super-
intendents wrote a letter to Interior Secretary Doug 
Burgham urging him to close the national parks if a 
shutdown occurs. During a 2019 government shut-
down, parks were left open but unstaffed, and many 
precious public lands were damaged. Joshua trees were 
cut down in Joshua Tree National Park, off-road ve-
hicles tore up fragile parts of Death Valley, and trash 
and human waste piled up in some parks.

Even without a shutdown, our public lands are under 
increasing stress. Since February, massive reductions in 
the federal workforce have resulted in a loss of an es-
timated 30% of the staff at federal land management 
agencies including the Forest Service, Bureau of Land 
Management, and National Park Service. There simply 
are not enough personnel left to fully protect all the 
natural resources on our extensive public lands.

That leaves the rest of us. When the Albuquerque Wild-
life Federation was first established over a century ago, 
land management agencies were in their infancy. While 
some good laws were being enacted, such as setting 
limits on hunting and setting aside protected wildlife 
refuges, there wasn’t really a structure to enforce them.

So AWF members helped fill the gap. They organized 
“game patrols,” with members pairing up to monitor 

hunting spots like the Sandia foothills and the bosque 
near what is now Tingley Beach. When they saw vio-
lations of game laws, they reported them to the state 
game warden for enforcement, but much of what they 
did was educate hunters about the new rules. They ex-
plained how the laws would protect wildlife for future 
generations, and they worked to change the culture so 
that violations of game protective laws were no longer 
acceptable. 

Today, groups like AWF may need to return to their 
roots and step up volunteer activities to monitor and 
protect our treasured public lands. We saw earlier this 
year how fierce and widespread the support is for our 
public lands – when a proposal was made to sell off 
millions of acres, massive opposition from across the 
political spectrum shut that idea down entirely.  

That collective effort shows what can be done. If the 
federal government refuses to protect our public lands, 
we can organize ourselves and do our best to prevent 
them from being harmed. We can also teach our fellow 
Americans how to care for them, building a deeper cul-
tural commitment to ensure that the lands we all share 
are healthy and thriving for future generations. 
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2025 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR
March 15...................Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge
April 11-13.................Higgins Canyon, Ft. Union Ranch
April 26.....................Galisteo Basin
May 16-18...................Turkey Mountains, Ft. Union Ranch
May 30-June 1............ Rito Peñas Negras
June 20-22..................Rio San Antonio, Jemez Mtns
July 11-13....................L Bar Ranch near Laguna
August 15-17...............Midnight Meadows near Questa 
August 29-31...............Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
September 19-21..........Rio Embudo, Dixon
October 3....................Ramah Navajo Chapter
October 3-5.................Cebolla Canyon, El Malpais
October 25..................Cedro Creek, Tijeras

AWF BOARD 2025
OFFICERS
President – Phil Carter
Vice President – Cameron Weber
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS
Abe Aufdermauer
Rod Flores
Finn Gregor
Lia Griesser
Quintin Muhlenkamp
Toby Rosenblatt
Barbara Rosensimon
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson
Bob Tilley
Alexcia Trujillo
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus

OCTOBER 25, 2025 RESTORATION SERVICE PROJECT: Cedro Creek

LOCATION: Cedro Creek in the Sandia Mountains, near Tijeras, NM

THE PROJECT: For our final volunteer restoration service project of the 
year, we will be returning to one of our longtime legacy sites, Cedro Creek 
in the Sandia Mountains, where we will continue building and repairing 
rock structures to prevent the stream from downcutting and to stabilize the 
channel. 

After we finish up our work, we’ll gather nearby for a late lunch potluck to 
celebrate all the great restoration work accomplished by AWF volunteers 
during the 2025 season! AWF will provide a main dish (either bison and 
veggie burgers or sandwich fixings); please bring a salad, side, or dessert 
to share.

SCHEDULE: Saturday, October 25, 9:00-4:00

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a day of outdoor work, including 
gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, sunglasses, and sun-
screen. Dress in layers to be prepared for New Mexico’s variable weather. 
 

FOOD: AWF will provide a main dish (either burgers or sandwich fixings) 
Please bring a dish to share along with snacks and water for the work day.
 

TO SIGN UP: Email Kristina at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
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RECAP OF SEPTEMBER 19-21, 2025 PROJECT: RIO EMBUDO

Over the autumn equinox weekend, AWF volunteers teamed up with Eco-
tone Landscape Planning, the Bureau of Land Management, and the State 
Land Office for our first-ever project restoring state trust lands. We worked 
in the Rio Embudo watershed near Dixon, an area where there are rem-
nant wetlands but also serious erosion challenges, which result in signifi-
cant sediment degrading water quality in the Rio Embudo and silting up 
centuries-old acequias that sustain farmland in the valley.

Ecotone has been working in this area for many years, and they guided our 
volunteers as we built a series of juniper wicker weirs and rock structures in 
one major drainage. It was exciting to see how effectively similar structures 
that Ecotone built in the past are working to halt downcutting and hold back 
sediment, nurturing pockets of wetland vegetation. We camped on BLM 
land and enjoyed spectacular skies, good food, and good company. We look 
forward to continuing to grow these new partnerships in the years ahead. 

Thanks, Volunteers!
Mo Anderson
Betty Bastai

Matilda Bowen
Loui Burton
Peter Callen
Phil Carter

Delphine Douglass
Candace Duran

Russ Duran
Kristina G. Fisher

Alison George
Jan-Willem Jansens

Jennifer Leon
Maria Lohmann
Laurie Marnell
Mark Meyers
Charlie Moore
Laura Murphy

Adrienne Rosenberg
Barbara Rosensimon
Marilynn Szydlowski

Hamish Thomson
Peter Watson

Cameron Weber
James Werbel
Leza Wimett

Daryl Woolems
Ben Wright
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
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Caja Community Clean-Up
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 pm
Join us for the Caja Community-Wide Cleanup and spend a day outdoors car-
ing for one of New Mexico’s most treasured landscapes. Together, we’ll help 
keep the Caja del Rio beautiful by clearing trash and restoring this special 
place for everyone to enjoy. Throughout the day, we will work together to 
remove trash and debris from the area, ensuring the Caja remains a safe and 
beautiful place for future generations. Please bring work gloves, hats, trucks 
(if available), sunglasses and sunscreen. Meet at the BLM La Cieneguilla Petro-
glyph Site on Highway 56. Lunch will be provided. No advanced registration 
required! All are welcome—bring friends, family, and neighbors. Together, we 
can make a real difference in caring for our public lands.
For more info: 
https://www.nmwild.org/event/caja-community-wide-cleanup/

SIGN UP BY OCTOBER 31!
Restoration Planning and Design Workshop with AWF at Ghost Ranch

November 15-16
DATE & TIME: Saturday, November 15, 9:00 am-5:00 pm, and 
                          Sunday, November 16 from 9:00-2:00

COST: There will be two pricing options. Limited scholarships are available. 
            Option 1: $200. This cost covers attendance at the workshop, course ma-
terials, and sack lunches Saturday and Sunday, but no overnight lodging.
            Option 2: $330. This cost covers everything in Option 1, plus overnight 
lodging in a room at Ghost Ranch, as well as dinner Saturday and breakfast Sun-
day at Ghost Ranch. 

ACTIVITIES: This workshop will be an intermediate level design workshop that will focus on how to develop 
a restoration plan, including watershed background, reading the landscape, how to work with the system’s 
own forces, rather than against them, understanding risk assessment of different treatments, looking for 
opportunities, identifying local problems and the ultimate sources of problems, and how to place a vari-
ety of restoration structures (One Rock Dam; Baffle; Media Luna; Zuni Bowl; Beaver Dam Analogues; Large 
Woody Debris Structures; planting riparian vegetation & removal of trees). Please note that this workshop 
is not a good fit for anyone who has not built these structures before. We are developing the workshop 
content based on requests we’ve had from land management agency personnel, restoration crew leaders, 
and young professionals.

If you are interested in attending, please email abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com. We will 
send out more information about the workshop and how to register the week of October 6.

https://www.nmwild.org/event/caja-community-wide-cleanup/
mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST continued

Bookworks Teach-In with New Mexico Wild
MONDAY, OCTOBER 27, 6:00 pm
Bookworks, 4022 Rio Grande Blvd NW, Albuquerque, NM 87107
Join Bookworks for a community teach-in with Sally Paez, staff attorney at New Mexico 
Wild. Sally will share how NM Wild is working to protect New Mexico’s wilderness, 
wildlife, and waterways—and how you can get involved. This event is a great oppor-
tunity to learn more about current challenges, ask questions, and connect with others 
who share a passion for protecting the places that make New Mexico so special.

Restore the Little Turkey Creek in the Gila
OCTOBER 30-NOVEMBER 2
TROUT UNLIMITED
Please join the Gila/Rio Grande Chapter of Trout Unlimited for a Halloween weekend of habitat restoration 
work on Little Turkey Creek in the Willow Creek watershed of the Gila National Forest! This year has already 
been a scary one with wildfires threatening all around our work site but fortunately missed Little Turkey and 
the positive impacts from work we’ve been doing over the past several years are evident in the regrowth of 
streamside vegetation and maintaining critical stream flows in Little Turkey Creek even after an extremely poor 
winter snowpack and very dry conditions. This event will be focused on willow planting and participants will 
camp and hike to the worksites each day. We will have our outstanding camp chef’s providing delicious hot 
meals for the work crew and we’ll plan something special for Halloween night! We need to get a confirmed list 
of volunteers in order to plan for the meals and prepare a detailed scope of work so please reserve your spot 
ASAP by contacting Jeff Arterburn by email: jeffgilatu@aol.com or text: (575) 649-9729.

Regenerate Conference 
NOVEMBER 5-7, Santa Fe, NM 
QUIVIRA COALITION
Each year, Quivira Coalition, Holistic Management International, and the American 
Grassfed Association collaborate to convene ranchers, farmers, conservationists, 
land managers, scientists, and thought leaders to share knowledge, build communi-
ty, and create a culture of resilience and regeneration. For more info and to register: 
https://regenerateconference.com/

Thinking Like Water: 
A Five-Part Documentary Film Series
NOW AVAILABLE FOR STREAMING AT www.ThinkingLikeWater.com!

Part biography, part how-to, New Mexico’s own “Water Wizard” Bill Zeedyk (and his pro-
teges and allies, including AWF) illustrate a proven toolbox of simple, low-tech, low-cost 
methods to restore degraded lands. They work with nature, rather than against her, to 
mitigate the extremes of drought and flood while fostering climate resiliency. 
AWF is included in Episodes 1 and 5, and is featured prominently in Episode 3.

mailto:jeffgilatu@aol.com
https://regenerateconference.com/
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST continued



AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student  ___________
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold in 1914 
and dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


