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Last weekend, AWF returned to one of our favorite 
legacy sites in Limestone Canyon. As night fell, we lis-
tened for the call of the local Mexican spotted owls, 
one of several nesting pairs in that section of the forest.

Both the Mexican spotted owl and the northern spot-
ted owl have been listed as threatened species since the 
1990s, with their populations declining due to habitat 
loss and fragmentation. The northern spotted owl, na-
tive to the Pacific northwest, is now also being out-
competed by barred owls. These larger owls have been 
moving in from the eastern forests, claiming the best 
nesting spots and harassing or killing the spotted owls.

In response, the Forest Service has approved a plan to 
issue permits for the destruction of 470,900 barred 
owls over the next 30 years in order to improve the 
spotted owl’s chance of survival.

This plan presents a conundrum for those of us who 
care deeply about wildlife. On the one hand, as Aldo 
Leopold wrote: “To keep every cog and wheel is the 
first precaution of intelligent tinkering.” Because we do 
not fully understand the role that each species plays 
in an ecosystem, we should do our best not to eradi-
cate any of them. Allowing northern spotted owls to 
go extinct as a result of human actions would be an 
incalculable loss.

On the other hand, human actions have also resulted 
in a rapidly and irrevocably changing climate. Tomor-
row’s habitat will not be what it is today, and as that 
change occurs, some species will thrive in new places 
while others die out – a process that has occurred re-
peatedly as the climate has shifted in past eras of life on 
this planet. Not knowing what the future will bring, 
is it wise for us to decide which species to favor and 
which to remove in any given environment? 

Ultimately, the Forest Service’s decision in this case is 
driven by the legal framework we have in place. Under 
the 1973 Endangered Species Act, the federal govern-
ment’s duty is to save every species we possibly can. In 
this case, that means killing nearly half a million barred 
owls.

In our changing world, it may be time to revise our 
legal framework and give our public land managers 
better tools to make the hard and nuanced decisions 
needed to keep this world as whole and as wild as pos-
sible as we prepare to weather the coming storms.

This reflection is based on a piece that ran last month in 
the New York Times. It can be accessed at this link.

A Dilemma of Owls

Kristina G. Fish er
AWF Secretary
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SEPTEMBER 21, 2024 SERVICE PROJECT: Galisteo Basin

IMPORTANT NOTE: No dogs are allowed at this project, sorry!

LOCATION: Galisteo Basin off Highway 14 between Albuquerque & 
Santa Fe, near Cerrillos
 
THE PROJECT: Join AWF for a day project at a new site in the Galisteo 
Basin! We will be teaming up with Ecotone Landscape Planning to build 
several low-tech, process-based restoration structures on private land near 
Cerrillos, NM. The types of structures we will work on include one-rock 
dams, rock rundowns, Zuni bowls, and wicker weirs, which will be used to 
terrace a steep slope.

SCHEDULE: Saturday, September 21, 9:00 am-4:00 pm
For anyone who would like to do some work on Sunday, September 22, 
Ecotone staff will be available to lead a second workshop at the site that day 
from 9:00 am-1:00 pm.

AWF recently added this bonus project to our schedule, and we are organiz-
ing it as a day project, meaning AWF is not providing meals or setting up 
the camp kitchen. However, the owners of the land where we are working 
have welcomed volunteers to camp on their land Friday and/or Saturday 
nights, and campers will have access to a nearby indoor kitchen and a bath-
room. Please let us know if you are interested in camping when you RSVP.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a day of restoration work, includ-
ing work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, and sunscreen. 
Rain gear, layers, and plenty of water are essential.

If you are planning to camp, please bring all the camp gear you will need. 
 

FOOD: Please bring your own lunch and snacks for Saturday, as well as 
lots of water! If you are camping, please provide all your own meals.

TO SIGN UP: Email Phil at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com


AWF BOARD 2024
OFFICERS
President – Phil Carter
Vice President – Cameron Weber
Treasurer – Laurie Marnell
Secretary – Kristina G. Fisher

DIRECTORS
Abe Aufdermauer
Rod Flores
Lia Griesser
Toby Rosenblatt
Barbara Rosensimon
Michael “Scial” Scialdone
Hamish Thomson
Bob Tilley
Bill Zeedyk - Director Emeritus

2024 SERVICE PROJECTS CALENDAR

March 9.....................Valle de Oro Wildlife Refuge
April 12-14.................Wolf Creek, Ft. Union Ranch
May 17-19...................Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge
May 31-June 2.............Rito Peñas Negras
June 21-23...................San Antonio Creek, Jemez Mtns 
July 19-21....................Gallinas Post-Fire Restoration
August 9-11.................Midnight Meadows near Questa, NM 
August 30-Sept 1.........Limestone Canyon, San Mateo Mtns
September 21..............Galisteo Basin 
October 4-6.................Cebolla Canyon, El Malpais
October 26..................Cedro Creek, Tijeras
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OCTOBER 4-6, 2024 SERVICE PROJECT: Cebolla Canyon

LOCATION: Cebolla Canyon in the El Malpais National Conservation 
Area, south of Grants, NM

THE PROJECT: Our work will focus on hand-building rock structures 
designed to allow water to infiltrate more gradually into the landscape and 
prevent down-cutting and gully formation. AWF has organized restoration 
projects at Cebolla Canyon for more than two decades, and our work has 
successfully expanded the size of the wetlands around Cebolla Spring from 
seven acres to over 40, providing critical wildlife habitat in an arid region.

SCHEDULE: Friday, October 4 - Sunday, October 6
Volunteers do not need to be present for the entire weekend to participate. 
You are welcome to join us just for the work day Saturday, or camp for just 
one of the two nights.

GEAR: Bring everything you need for a weekend of camping and restora-
tion work, including work gloves, hat, long sleeves, long pants, sturdy boots, 
and sunscreen. We recommend bringing a change of shoes, and waterproof 
boots or boots you don’t mind getting wet. Rain gear, layers, warm clothes 
for the evenings and plenty of water are essential.

FOOD: AWF will provide breakfast burritos on Saturday morning and bi-
son or veggie burgers on Saturday evening. Please bring something to share 
for the Saturday potluck dinner, along with your own lunches, Friday dinner, 
and Sunday breakfast. Plenty of water is also essential!

TO SIGN UP: Email Phil at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com 
Directions and further details will be sent to you once you sign up.

mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com


ALBUQUERQUE WILDLIFE FEDERATION, EST. 1914   •   THE PINE CONE,  SEPTEMBER 2024

RECAP OF AUGUST 9-11, 2024 PROJECT: MIDNIGHT MEADOWS

Once again we had a record turnout of volunteers for our annual project at 
beautiful Midnight Meadows in partnership with Amigos Bravos! Under 
the guidance of Steve Vrooman of Keystone Restoration Ecology, volun-
teers repaired and added layers to many rock, sod, and wood restoration 
structures along Bitter Creek and its tributaries. Volunteers also repaired 
the fence exclosures that keep cattle and off-road vehicles out of the sensi-
tive wetland areas along the creek. The work we are doing to restore this 
high-altitude “wetland gem” will help the landscape absorb more snowmelt 
and rainfall, sending more water to all of the creeks and rivers downstream. 
It will also restore wet meadows, rare fens, and benefit the wildlife these 
habitats support.

Despite rainy nights – and a midnight raid on our kitchen by a cow who ate 
the leftover Oreos and our breakfast potatoes! – volunteers were in great 
spirits and got a terrific amount of work done. We look forward to returning 
next year to see the results of this year’s work and continue the restoration 
of this precious landscape.

Thanks, Volunteers!
Pauline Adams

Brian Alexander
Miles Alexander

Jan Ankerson
Betty Bastai

Bennett Black
Phil Carter

Rachel Conn
Silas Conn
Liam Davis 

Madison Davisinger
Steve del Favero

Cody Dems
Sean Fairbridge

Kristina G. Fisher
Julianna Ford

Ali George
Jess Lanham
Jennifer Leon
Andy Leonard

Jon Klingel
Esther Kovari

Laurie Marnell
Tanner Martin
Clody McLean

Dennis Muirhead
Glenda Muirhead

Laura Murphy
Elizabeth Miller

Zach Miller
Caillin Murray

Pat Murray
Cecilia Noll

Cory O’Brien
Andy O’Reilly

Bernice O’Reilly
Olin O’Reilly
Becky Roh

Daniel Robertson
Mary Robnett

Shannon Romeling
Toby Rosenblatt

Barbara Rosensimon
Emile Sawyer

Scial
Liz Seaborn

Rachel Singer
Andy Slifko
Sara Slifko

Ben Spitzley
Ben Strickland
Scott Sutton

Hamish Thomson
Alexcia Trujillo
Leza Wimett 

Daryl Woolems
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RECAP OF AUG 30-SEPT 1, 2024 PROJECT: LIMESTONE CANYON

It was a pleasure to once again team up with our friends at New Mexico 
Volunteers for the Outdoors (NMVFO) to continue the restoration of our 
favorite spots, Limestone Canyon in the San Mateo Mountains. 

The weekend began with a thunderous 93-minute deluge right over our 
campsite Friday evening! In the morning, we were pleased to see that 
Limestone Creek had only a gentle, intermittent flow, with no flash flood-
ing downstream of the sections where we have worked. This means that 
most of the rain soaked into the wet meadows that we have been working to 
restore, feeding the vegetation and recharging the groundwater.

The Fisher Fire had burned through our work area less than two months ear-
lier, and we were impressed with how healthy the vegetation was through-
out the canyon. The meadow grasses were tall and lush, resprouting from 
charred bases, and most of the mature trees on the slopes above the wet 
meadows survived. The fire burned the underbrush, smoldered through 
downed wood, and recharged the soil with rich carbon. The fire crew took 
special care of the young narrowleaf cottonwoods, several of which have 
grown from less than a foot tall to well over 10 feet in the past decade!

Throughout the weekend, volunteers built rock and log structures in both 
Limestone Creek and its tributary, Fisher Canyon, to catch the sediment and 
debris that we expect to come down from the slopes that burned at a higher 
intensity. It is inspiring to see how beautifully Limestone is responding to 
the past work we have done, and the more water we hold in this landscape, 
the more resilient it will be in future fires and the hotter years to come.

Thanks, Volunteers!
Brian Alexander
Miles Alexander
Roni Alexander

Abe Aufdermauer
Jane Baker
Betty Bastai
Peter Callen
Phil Carter

Kristina G. Fisher
Rod Flores 

Alison George
Lia Griesser

Susan Harrelson
Catlin Herrera
Nigel Holman
Jennifer Leon

Laurie Marnell
Laura Murphy

Cecilia Noll
Bob Nordstrum
Toby Rosenblatt

Barbara Rosensimon
Elizabeth Seaborn

Scial
Jim Sells

Diego Serna
Lysle Serna

Mariynn Szydlowski
Nelly Taveras

Hamish Thomson
Alexcia Trujillo

Cameron Weber
Jim Wilson



UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST
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Thinking Like Water: A Five-Part Documentary Film Series
WEDNESDAYS AT 6:30 pm, SEPTEMBER 11-OCTOBER 9
VIOLET CROWN MOVIE THEATER, Santa Fe
FEATURING Q&A with BILL ZEEDYK, FILMMAKERS, and SURPRISE GUESTS!

Part biography, part how-to, New Mexico’s own “Water Wizard” Bill Zeedyk (and his 
proteges and allies) illustrate a proven toolbox of simple low-tech, low-cost meth-
ods to restore degraded lands. They work with Nature, rather than against her, to 
gird against the extremes of drought and flood while fostering climate resiliency. 

Each episode is guided by a different host (along with Zeedyk), in a different location 
while highlighting different treatment methods. While each episode builds upon 
the prior, each can stand alone. Inspirational and practical, they gift to the viewer 
practices that can be taken right out of the theater and into their own landscapes.

Each episode screens once for five consecutive Wednesdays, starting September 11.

Purchase tickets for each show at: https://santafe.violetcrown.com/movie/VC001963

Episode 1: “Willing to Try Things”
September 11, 6:30 pm
Lays the foundation of Zeedyk’s pioneering contribution of induced meandering to the field of nature-based 
restoration and how it began to take off.  (Features footage of AWF’s work in the Valle Vidal!)
Runtime: 75 minutes

Episode 2: “All About a Bird: 1000 Acts of Restoration “
September 18, 6:30 pm 
Highlights the endangered Gunnison Sage Grouse and how a host of partnerships and private landowners’ pull 
together to save this unique bird.
Runtime: 75 minutes

Episode 3: “Fire & Flood“
September 25, 6:30 pm
Illustrates restoration in the age of increasing catastrophic wildfires and post-fire impacts and how hybridizing 
treatments comes with the terrain. (Features AWF’s work at Valles Caldera and Limestone Canyon!)
Runtime: 75 minutes

Episode 4: “Country Roads, City Roads”
October 2, 6:30 pm
Explores the biggest impact on watersheds and how practical approaches make win-win-win scenarios possible.
Runtime: 65 minutes
 
Episode 5: “Watershed Wide”
October 9, 6:30 pm
Brings it all together in Bill’s hometown watersheds:  A rural town’s river re-winding, pushing the boundaries of 
induced meandering on a national wildlife refuge and the implementation of most of Zeedyk’s techniques on a 
large family ranch. (Features footage of AWF at Ft. Union Ranch!)
Runtime: 65 minutes

https://santafe.violetcrown.com/movie/VC001963 


UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST continued
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Fifth Annual Leopold Lecture: Golden-Eyed Lightning Rod: A Wolf Story 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2:00 p.m. 
Main Library Auditorium, 501 Copper Ave NW, Albuquerque, NM 87102
LEOPOLD WRITING PROJECT
Through a historical, political & ecological lens, author Dan Flores will explore the 
mythology of the wolf and the stories we have told ourselves about the wolf-human 
relationship. 
Tickets available at: https://www.leopoldwritingprogram.org/annual-lecture.html 

New Mexico Wild Conservation Events
THROUGHOUT SEPTEMBER
New Mexico Wild has scheduled an exciting month of stewardship events! 
Celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Wilderness Act, Public Lands Day, and 
Latino Conservation Week through diverse volunteer opportunities. Join NM 
Wild for backpacking and trail work in the Carson and Gila National Forests, 
join rewilding projects near the Lower San Francisco River, or participate in 
the Bosque Habitat Restoration for Latino Conservation Week. Don’t miss 
the Pecos-to-Pecos River Cleanup! There’s an adventure for everyone – get 
involved and make a lasting impact on our cherished public lands. View de-
tails about all upcoming events at: https://www.nmwild.org/events/

AWF is seeking a reliable truck!
AWF is seeking a new (used) truck to haul our trailer, supplies, food, and various volunteers to remote project 
sites. Because its main duty will be hauling a heavy trailer over questionable roads, the truck will need to be 
tough and reliable, and should be 6 or 8 cylinders (AWF’s current truck is a 2003 Ford F-150).

Because AWF is a lean, all-volunteer organization (our annual revenues and expenses are generally around 
$10,000), we are turning to our amazing member community to ask for any leads you may have on either a 
donated truck or one that can be sold to us at a major discount. 

The good news is that, because we are a 501c3 nonprofit, donations to AWF are tax deductible: if someone 
sells a truck to AWF at less than its Blue Book value, we can provide a charitable donation letter for the differ-
ence between the price we paid and the truck’s value. And of course, for a donated truck we would provide a 
record of donation of the full Blue Book value of the truck!

So if you or someone you know has a lead on a truck that would be a good fit for what we’re seeking, please 
reach out to Phil at abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com. Thanks!

https://www.nmwild.org/events/
mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com


UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST continued
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Valles Caldera Fire Management Plan Open House
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 7:00 p.m. 
PAJARITO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER, Los Alamos
Join staff from Valles Caldera National Preserve and Pueblo Parks Fire to learn more about Valles Caldera’s Fire 
Management Plan and Environmental Assessment. Bring your questions and comments to this informal, “open 
house” style gathering at the nature center. There will be posters and interactive computers set up to show the 
highlights of the plan. Valles Caldera and Pueblo Parks Fire staff will be on-hand to answer questions. Refresh-
ments provided! More info at: https://peecla.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/peecla/event.jsp?event=56043&

2024 Santa Fe Watershed Fest
SEPTEMBER 20-26, Santa Fe, NM
SANTA FE WATERSHED ASSOCIATION
Participate in a week-long, family-friendly series of 
events to honor the health and vibrancy of Santa Fe’s 
local watershed! Events include a walk and talk along the river, stewardship and art day, community clean-up, 
film night, tour of the Leonora Curtin Wetland Preserve and more! 
For more info and a complete schedule of events: https://santafewatershed.org/watershed-fest-2024/

Gila River Festival
SEPTEMBER 26-29, Silver City, NM
As we commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Gila Wilderness in 2024, the Gila 
River Festival will not only celebrate this important milestone in protecting America’s 
first Wilderness River, but will also look to the Gila’s future. By exploring themes of 

long-term protection, climate resilience, cultural exchange, and stewardship, we will envision together the Gila 
River’s next hundred years and beyond. For more info: https://www.gilariverfestival.org/

Prickly Pear /Agave/ Succulent Planting - Mezcal & Nopal Tasting Workshop
CHELENZO FARMS
SEPTEMBER 29, 9:00 am-2:00 pm, Cerrillos, NM
Join Chelenzo Farms for a day of hands-on workshops about prickly pear care and planting; growing and rescu-
ing cholla and other succulents in Santa Fe; and agave cultivation; and establishing cactus and other succulents 
as a specialty food market. The day will conclude with a cooking demonstration, lunch, and mezcal tasting. 
Please RSVP to: lorenzo@chelenzofarms.com

   Send your event information to: abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com!

https://peecla.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/peecla/event.jsp?event=56043&
https://santafewatershed.org/watershed-fest-2024/
https://www.gilariverfestival.org/
mailto:lorenzo@chelenzofarms.com
mailto:abqwildlifefederation@gmail.com
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AWF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Albuquerque Wildlife Federation | P.O. Box 20225 | Albuquerque, NM 87154

r Yes, I’d like to join AWF!        r This is a gift membership from: ______________________________________________

name(s): __________________________________________________________________________________________

address:___________________________________________________________________________________________

city, state, zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________

phone: _____________________________________________ email: _________________________________________

r Student  ___________
r Individual __________
r Family _____________
r Sustaining __________
r Patron _____________
r Lifetime ____________

                                                      Dues:  $___________

                              Extra Contribution:  $___________

                               TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________

$10
$25
$35
$50-99
$100
$500 (one-time payment)

The Albuquerque Wildlife Federation is an all-volunteer organization founded by Aldo Leopold and 
dedicated to protecting and restoring New Mexico’s wildlife and habitat resources.

Our work is only possible thanks to the generous support of our members. 

If you like the work we do, we hope you will help keep this legacy going by 
becoming a member or renewing your membership. 

JOIN US!  
Become a Member of the Albuquerque Wildlife Federation


